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The Ruger Super Redhawk has always been the top
choice among handgun hunters who want a revolver with
the decisive power of the .454 Casull or .480 Ruger cartridge and
the confidence of a six-shot cylinder. Now, Sturm, Ruger proudly
introduces the perfect revolver for a trek into dangerous game
country – the New Super Redhawk Alaskan.

The all-stainless-steel Super Redhawk Alaskan features a
Hogue® Monogrip® to help cushion recoil and a 2 1/2” hammer-
forged barrel fitted inside the sturdy extended frame, making it
the most compact revolver ever offered in these calibers. And, the
.454 Casull model allows you to shoot the more economical and
lighter-recoiling .45 Colt cartridges at the practice range. With
all the power of two of the most potent handgun calibers
and a six-shot cylinder, the Super Redhawk Alaskan 
is essential for trips into dangerous game territory.

New Ruger 
Super Redhawk Alaskan

KSRH-2454
.454 Casull & .45 Colt

Suggested retail price of $819.00
Also available in .480 Ruger

Southport, CT 06890, U.S.A. • www.ruger.com
All Ruger firearms are designed and built with pride by American workers 

at Ruger factories in the United States of America.
FREE Instruction Manuals are available online at www.ruger.com

New Hogue® 
Tamer™ Monogrip® 

helps cushion recoil.
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OTIS PRODUCTS, INC.  --  ONE OTIS INDUSTRIAL PARK
6987 LAURA ST - LYONS FALLS, NY 13368

(800) OTIS-GUN- (315) 348-4332 FAX
© 2004 PYRAMONT N.A. FOR OTIS TECHNOLOGY, INC.

MADE IN AMERICA. GUARANTEED FOR LIFE!
THE OTIS TACTICAL KIT! ONLY $44.95 US !

NSN # 1005-01-424-2999

Over 250,000 in 
use today!

The Otis Breech-to-Muzzle cleaning system has
revolutionized weapons cleaning! It is the sys-
tem issued to the US Armed Services and the

OTIS TECHNOLOGY, INC.
THE MOST ADVANCED GUN CLEANING SYSTEMS ON EARTH!

ALL AVAILABLE NOW AT A DEALER NEAR YOU! WWW.OTISGUN.COM

FIRST IN WAR, FIRST IN PEACE, AND THE ONLY KIT IN
THE GUNS OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN!

Holds 2 AA
Batteries

Holds 3
.223
rounds

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CATALOG AND A DEALER

NEAR YOU! 1-800-OTISGUN

The Elite Kit

Tactical Kit

M16/M4 Buttstock Kit

Universal Pick and Scaper Set for all guns!

Grip Kit TM Cleaning Kit 
Fits in M4/M16 Handgrip!

Grip Kit TM

M16/M4
Chamber Brush

A/P Brush

OTIS makes a kit 
for every gun 
ever made !!

CAGE CODE: 01VS3 • Contract #: GS-07F-0383M • Schedule #: 84 SIN 426 1A

MADE IN AMERICA!

choice of Champion Marksmen and Hunters
worldwide! See the entire line at a dealer near
you, or www.otisgun.com

OTIS FULL LINE AD 5/10/04 4:08 PM Page 1
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Glock Woes
More often than not when readers 

choose to write about their experiences 
with manufacturers it is a positive experi-
ence. A recent situation with Glock was 
quite the opposite. The slide lock spring 
on my M36 broke causing the slide lock to 
be lost. The person answering the phone 
at Glock said they did not sell parts direct 
to the public nor could they provide the 
name of an armorer in my area, but did 
refer me to a service engineer. He in turn 
advised they did sell some parts direct, 
but not what I needed. He also had no list 
of armorers, but did give stocking dealer 
names. Now I was able to call for myself 
to find an armorer. His parting words were 
“good luck.” The parts have been ordered 
and I hope to get the right things. 

When the factory can’t identify their 
armorers you better hope you never need 
real support. No one ever inquired if the 

GUNS MAGAZINE  
APRIL 2005

GUNS MAGAZINE™ welcomes letters to the editor for “Crossfire.” Send your letters to: 
CROSSFIRE, GUNS Magazine, 12345 World Trade Drive, San Diego, CA 92128. Email: ed@gunsmagazine.com

CROSSFIRELETTERS
TO GUNS

gun was in warranty (it was not — it’s 
almost 2 years old). There were no offers 
to provide these two parts, which would fit 
on your thumbnail. My first reaction was 
fix it and trade for a 1911 where parts and 
expertise are plentiful, but the Glock does 
have its moments and perhaps I’ll never 
need to call them again (what would be the 
point). Of the four poly-frame guns I own, 
two went back to the factory for updates 
(read recalls) and this one broke.

Guess I’ll be keeping this Glock, but no 
more thank you. Too many other players 
have pride in their products and are eager 
to provide support when needed.

C. Lemmon
Albuquerque, NM

More Rex Whacks
I really need to disagree with you on 

one part of your response to my choice of 
arms for Rex hunting. A Stegosaurus (the 
one with the tiny head, the goofy looking 

plates along the back, and the four big 
spikes on the tail) has a brain the size of 
a walnut. I saw a T-rex skull up close at a 
museum and the brain box is substantially 
larger than a walnut. A lot of what we 
“knew” about dinosaurs as kids is turning 
out to be bogus.

Of course, if we are going to be using 
an M2 Browning, might I suggest an M59 
armored personnel carrier (I remember 
those from when I served) with an armored 
turret on the TC position. The driver can 
remain buttoned up and use the vision 
blocks to see where he is driving.

For those of us without access to 
armored vehicles and Title III armament, 
the trick with a light rifle is tactics, woods-
manship, stalking ability and excellent 
marksmanship. While it can be done, in 
theory, with a .30-06, I might be more com-
fortable with a wildcat like the .585 Nyati 
or a proprietary like the .577 Tyrannosaur. 

continued on page 72
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w w w . s p r i n g f i e l d a r m o r y . c o m

THE XD POLYMER PISTOL MAY BE THE FIRST HANDGUN

THAT WAS ACTUALLY INSPIRED BY THE HUMAN HAND.
C o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  d a r e d  t o  t r y  t h e  u n m a t c h e d  e r g o n o m i c s  o f  o u r  X D  l i n e .  C o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  d o u b l e  d a r e d  t o

c o m p a r e  a n  X D  to  a n y  o t h e r  p o l y m e r  p i s t o l .  C a l l  8 0 0 - 351- 5679  to  l e a r n  w h e r e  t o  b r i n g  y o u r  d i s c e r n i n g  h a n d .
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In the latter half of the 20th Century, 
the most advanced armed citizens were 
ahead of the cops in a lot of ways. They 

discovered the most effi cient two-hand 
stances fi rst. They adopted the autoloader 
fi rst. Civilian-dominated shooting sports 
like IPSC have greatly infl uenced modern 
police training.

At the same time, down on the street-
wise level and up at the court-smart stratum, 
there are things the cops have learned col-
lectively through their institutional history a 
lot of even the sharpest-shooting armed citi-
zens haven’t caught onto yet. In the interest 
of good guys sharing with good guys, let’s 
look at some positive police learning experi-
ences you can internalize.

Qualifi cation Records 
Allegations of manslaughter and 

wrongful death after legitimate self-
defense shootings tend to hinge on a 
theory of negligence on the part of the 
shooter. You need to be able to show you 
were as skillful and competent with a gun 
as the average cop. See about hosting 
an optional “qualifi cation shoot” at your 
gun club for those who carry concealed, 
sort of like the “sighting in day” hosted 
for hunters in the fall. Perhaps the club 
secretary can keep the scores on fi le. A 
phone call to your state’s Police Offi cer 
Standards and Training council should 
get you some sample courses of fi re 
for police qualifi cation accepted in your 
jurisdiction.

Carry Spare Ammo
A gun without spare ammunition is 

a temporary gun. Most actual gunfi ghts 
don’t require more than what the sidearm 

is loaded with ... but some do. If 
you were playing the odds, nei-
ther you nor the cop would need 
to carry at all, because statistics 
say that neither of you will have 
to shoot someone in self-defense 
today. Good guys and gals carry 
guns because they recognize that 
aberrations of the statistics can 
occur. When they do, they won’t 
necessarily be average aberra-
tions of statistics. This is why all 
uniformed patrol cops wear spare 
ammo, and why the smart ones 
do so off duty. Besides, there 
are some handgun stoppages best 
cleared by emptying the gun and 
reloading it, another reason to 
always have spare load on hand.

Upgrade to full-capacity mag-
azines if you haven’t already. The 
onerous “magazine ban” is behind 
us and you’ll fi nd 15-round mag-
azines don’t weigh noticeably more in 
the pouch or the gun than 10-rounders, 
and a 50-percent boost in capacity might 
make the difference some day. There was 
a reason so many police departments went 
with double-stack magazines.

Keep a Light Handy
As long as anyone on NYPD can 

remember, uniformed offi cers there have 
been required to carry fl ashlights, even 
on day shift. You never know when a dark 
basement or a dark alley is in your future. 
Powerful, tiny fl ashlights get used daily 
even if you don’t pack a gun. The gun-
mounted fl ashlight pioneered by SWAT 
teams and now almost standard with K9 
units is also gaining rapid acceptance for 

routine patrol. It makes huge sense on a 
home-defense fi rearm. Powerful “white 
light” can blind antagonists, and probably 
more important, it lets you tell friend from 
foe and benign from malignant. Stay with 
the best, proven brands, as the cops do: 
SureFire, InSight, Streamlight, etc.

Don’t Use Ball Ammo
Virtually every law enforcement 

agency in the United States now issues 
some sort of expanding bullet ammuni-
tion. Cops learned the hard way that 
roundnose lead and jacketed hardball 
are ricochet-prone, over-penetrative, and 
below par in “stopping power.” A .45 
ACP hardball round can pierce some 26" 
of solid muscle-tissue-simulating bal-
listic gelatin. That’s perforation through 
two people in a row, with the bullet 
stopping midway through a third. On the 
street, it would be dead bystanders. For 
the armed citizen, whose greatest likeli-
hood of using a gun is against a home 
invader, that dead bystander is likely to 
be a member of the household. 

There’s a lot more, but we’re running 
out of space. Suffi ce to say that, as police 
gun expert Ed Sanow put it, our nation’s 
700,000-some cops are the “road war-
riors.” They have the most well-collected 
and analyzed body of data on what hap-
pens when bad people force good people 
into shootings. Ignoring that large body 
of knowledge, and the policies that have 
resulted from it, would be foolish.

EXPERIENCE
What armed citizens can learn from cops.

HANDGUNS MASSAD AYOOB

The Glock magazine (left) in Mach II carrier and a HKS 
speedloader (right) in Safariland carrier. Invest in full-
capacity magazines. A short time ago it was a crime for a 
civilian to possess this “law enforcement only” 15-round 
mag for Glock 22, but no more (at least in most states 
— sorry, California).

Pass some “qualifi cation shoots” and keep records. These Lebanon, Missouri, Police Dept. offi cers 
are fi ring their issue Glock 17s at 50 yards during a Chapman Academy advanced course. $
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In WWI, WWII, Korea
and Vietnam, the . 45
became synonymous
with the American
fighting man. It is part
of your American past.

T he enemies of the
Free World in the
20th century heard

the mighty roar and felt the powerful blast of “Old
Forty-Five,” the most powerful military-issued pistol
in history.

Three generations of Americans fought with it —
first against the Kaiser, then against the Führer and
the Emperor, and twice against the Communists — in
Korea and Vietnam.

If you were born between the late 1800s and 1968, it
is the symbol of your time, your day, your age. Future
Americans will look back on our time, with reverence,
as the “.45 Era” of the 20th century.

Now “Old Slabsides” has been retired from the
battlefields, replaced by the 9mm pistol, so we can fire
the same ammo as our NATO Allies who don’t have the
more-powerful .45.

How much longer will the .45 be made? No one
knows. But while it is, we’re proud to salute the
Americans of the “.45 Era” by issuing a separate, firing,
commemorative .45 in honor of each of the four
American armed forces that carried it.

24-Karat Gold Plating
Each custom-gunsmithed .45 features extensive

coverage of 24-Karat Gold plating, all to Jewelers
Grade-Heavy thickness, for lasting beauty and value.
As a proper memorial to your service branch, patriotic
symbols, inscriptions, and the founding date are deeply
etched and 24-Karat Gold plated across the slide.
Fourteen individual components are also plated with
24-Karat Gold. Also included is a seldom-seen,
collectible, deluxe lanyard, which is a color appropriate
to the service branch.

The grips are of select exotic wood and are custom-
fitted to your pistol. Inset as the focal point of both
grips are custom fired-enamel cloisonnés of the official
symbol of your service branch. And to make your pistol
a lasting, personal memorial, we can engrave your name
or that of a family member on the reverse side of the
slide, along with other data.

Limited Edition; Fires .45 ACP
To guarantee rarity and collector value, the world-

wide edition limit is only 1,911 pistols per
service branch, in honor of the year this legend
was adopted by U.S. military forces.

Even the registry numbers are special, between
1 and 1911, with the prefix “USA,” “USMC,”
“USN,” or “USAF,” depending on the branch of
service honored.

Each is custom-built to military specifications by
Auto-Ordnance /Thompson, the company founded by
General John T. Thompson, who helped develop .45
ACP ammunition and the weapon named after him, the
Thompson. NRA test firing of this .45 showed accuracy
“significantly better than the average as issued
M1911.” It fires .45 ACP ammo and could be used to
defend your home, family and, of course, nation.

One For Each Service Branch
Four different .45s — one for each of our armed

forces — are available. Each has different grips,
historical etchings, medallions, lanyards, case
l i n e r  c o l o r s  a n d  R e g i s t r y  N u m b e r  p r e f i x e s
appropriate to each service branch, to make each
.45 distinctive. Matching registry numbers for all
four pistols are available.

Satisfaction Guaranteed
The U.S. Armed Forces Commemorative .45s are

available exclusively through The American Historical
Foundation. You may reserve with a small deposit, and
a convenient monthly payment plan is available. With
your reservation you will be made a Member. To
reserve, or for questions, call our Member Relations
Staff, toll free, at 1-800-368-8080 9am–9pm ET,
Monday-Friday, or return the Reservation Request to
“Columbia,” Circa 1817, our National Historic
Landmark Headquarters and Museums, as seen on The

History Channel. Satisfaction is guaranteed or you may
return within 30 days for a full refund.

If you do not have an Federal Firearms License, we
will help coordinate delivery through your local
firearms dealer, after your reservation is received here.

Your ownership and display of this museum-
quality firearm today, and as a treasured family
heirloom tomorrow, says you’re proud of America's

military power — quite possibly, your own service or
that of a family member. It is a symbol of your values
and beliefs — your presence — immortalized in steel.

Continue the mission . . . lest we forget.

© AHF MMV

TO MY SON, JOHN, JR.
FROM JOHN R. WILLIAMS

U.S. ARMED FORCES COMMEMORATIVE .45s
Presenting

Personalized engraving available on right side of slide.

RESERVATION REQUEST
Satisfaction is guaranteed or return within 30 days for a full refund.
Yes, please enter my reservation for the Armed Forces .45(s) selected below.
I will also receive a Certificate of Authenticity attesting to the edition limit,
special Registry Number and the purity of the 24-Karat Gold plating.

Army   Navy Marine Corps   Air Force   Full Series
My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $195 per pistol is enclosed.
Please charge or invoice the balance due prior to delivery . . .

in ten monthly payments of $180, or
in full.

My payment in full of $1,995 per pistol is enclosed.
Please send the wall-mounting American Walnut Display Case, with
locking glass lid, adding a final payment of $149.
Please personalize my pistol at $29; send the Engraving Form.

If I cancel my reservation prior to delivery I will receive a full refund, less a
commissioning fee of $195.

Check or money order enclosed.
Please charge:    Visa      MC     AmEx    Discover

Card No.___________________________________________Exp._______

Signature _____________________________________________________
Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

Daytime Telephone ( __________) _________________________________

The American Historical Foundation
1142 WEST GRACE STREET  RICHMOND, VA 23220

PHONE: (804)353-1812 FAX:(804)359-4895
E-MAIL: AHFrichmond@aol.com WEB SITE: AHFrichmond.com
TOLL FREE 9AM-9PM ET, M–F: 1-800-368-8080

B470

Fires .45 ACP

The first Commemorative .45s ever issued to honor the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines and U.S. Air Force.

™

A separate case is available for each.



ED BROWN DAMARA 
- The new Rifleman's rifle 

DAVE ANDERSON 
- 

1 

The 7itim-M Ed Brown Samara 

he first centerfire rifle I ever owned took me to the railway station to pick up 
was a sporterized, military surplus the long package and gave me a box of 
Lee-Enfield .303 British which cost cartridges as a surprise. In those 40 years 

me $17.88. I bought it mail order when I I've bought, sold, traded and borrowed 
was 14. You could do that then. I had been hundreds of rifles. 
putting in long days driving a tractor on I don't regret it. Plenty of times I've 
our farm and raising my own calves for felt the same almost unbearable impa- 
five years. Dad figured if you did a man's tience, waiting for a rifle to arrive. And 
work, you earned a man's privileges. yet, the sad fact is I'm getting harder to 

It's been over 4C ;ars ' ce Dad ' "ometimes I find myself unboxing 

CALIBEI I ' MPACIT 
BARREL LENGTI 

WEIGHw- 
FINIS1 

SIGHT 
STOCI 

Pmcl 

0.1.5 Contour 
1 pounds, scoped 

McMillan Ultra 
Lightweight Graphite 

a test rifle with about as much anticipation 
as if it werea new socket wrench. 

But the magic still happens. A few 
years ago I tested an Ed Brown 702 Ozark 
model for this magazine. Sending it back 
caused me severe emotional trauma. At 
the 2004 SHOT Show I stopped at the Ed 
Brown Custom booth, picked up the new 
Damara and it was like being 14 again. 
Here was a rifle that looked, felt, and 
handled as though the possibility of faults 
didn't exist. 

"You must build me a rifle like this," I 
told Ed, "And before we start negotiating 
price, let me warn you I'm desperate and 
will pay anything." (I learned my nego- 
tiating technique from Homer Simpson.) 
Ed kindly allowed me to pay dealer price. 
For some reason manufacturers I deal 
with seem unaware of the popular belief 
that writers get guns for nothing. Most of 
the rifles I test are consignments on loan 
- this one is mine. 

My Damara is a short action in caliber 
7mm-08 Rem., with blued-steel barrel 

l 
and action. Stainless steel barrels are an 
option, but I like blue steel. Other options 
(none of which I ordered) include left- 
hand actions, long actions, muzzle brakes 
and jewel1 triggers. 

The Damara is Ed Brown's lightest 
offering, featuring a super light No. 1.5 

warp. Fluting the bolt reduces drag and lightens It. The scope is a Leupold VX-1112.5-8x36 in Talley 



sec1 (3-45)  5/31/05  11:26  Page 11
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S ometimes it’s kind of lonely being the best. We’re way over here by ourselves and
everyone else is stuck over there in a big group, either afraid or unable to cross the line.
After more than a decade, Les Baer 1911s still stand alone as the best 1911 custom 
pistols in the world. No contest…no arguments… no challengers. That position of 

leadership didn’t come easily, but we earned it by
establishing a reputation for uncompromising 
quality and unmatched performance. And we kept
it by maintaining a level of quality control and 
consistency that’s the envy of the firearms industry.
Looking for a custom-designed, precision-built
1911 pistol that will shoot straight, shoot every
time, and perform like the world’s best even under
the most difficult conditions?  Just step across the
line with us. There’s room for one more.

29601 34th Ave., | Hillsdale, IL 61257
Phone:(309)658-2716  | Fax:(309)658-2610

Performance. It's everything.

Email: lesbaer@netexpress.net 

For more information and current retail pricing, refer
to our web site, or send $2.00 for catalog. Normal

office hours: 9AM-5PM CST.

Dealers send FFL for dealer pricing.
Export information available on request.

Clint Smith Director, Thunder Ranch

Mike Dalton Firearms Trainer, Competitor and
Law Enforcement Officer

Les Baer Custom Shooting Team
America’s Top Women’s  Bulleye Team

Rick Castelow Longtime IPSC Competitor

Rick DeGregorio Top IPSC Contender

NOW AVAILABLE:
Thunder Ranch 1911 Pistols And AR .223 

Rifles With Matching Serial Numbers, Sold As A
Matched Set. Call for information.

www.lesbaer.com

Baer 1911 PREMIER II©

America’s leading 
custom 1911   

Les Baer Custom: The Choice Of
America’s Top Professionals, Including (from top):

Baer 1911
PREMIER II©

Super-Tac

More than thirty models of Les Baer Custom 1911s
are available for duty, defense and competition including:

Baer 1911 Custom Carry
Comes with night sights

1/2  MOA Guaranteed
Several models for duty, 
varminting or 
competition including:

Looking for the ultimate rifle?
Les Baer Custom Ultimate AR .223 Rifles

Ultimate AR .223
Super Varmint
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contour Shilen match-grade barrel, 22" in 
standard calibers, 24" for magnums. The 
barreled action, with steel triggerguard 
and fl oorplate, is bedded in a McMillan 
Ultra Lightweight graphite stock. With 
Talley rings, bases and a Leupold 2.5-
8x36 VX-III scope, weight is almost 
exactly seven pounds.

Good Bones
The 702 action is made from high-

grade 4140 steel, heat treated before it 
is machined. Yes, it is much easier and 
cheaper to machine and then heat treat, 
but doing so can result in warped actions. 
The action is held on centers during man-
ufacture so it will always be, in Brown’s 
words “straight, true, and concentric.” 
Scope bases, which Brown installs, are 
held with big 8-40 screws rather than the 
usual 6-48.

The bolt body is fl uted, reducing 
weight and allowing a tighter fi t without 
causing binding or dragging. The M16-
style extractor is a strong hook which 
grabs a big chunk of the cartridge rim. The 
nicely contoured bolt handle is welded on, 
rather than brazed.

The recoil lug, sandwiched between the 
action and the Shilen barrel is big, strong 
and .30" thick. Bolt locking lugs are 
lapped for full 
contact in their 
locking recesses. 
Standard trigger 
is the superb 
Shilen adjust-
able. The safety 
is similar to that 
of the Winchester 
70 — a three-
position wing 
type. In central 
position it allows the bolt to be operated 
for loading and unloading with the trigger 
inoperable, while all the way back locks 
the bolt closed.

Worth The Wait
The wait for the rifl e to show up was 

almost unbearable, as was the anticipation 
of opening the box. And the Damara did 
not disappoint. It balances and handles so 
perfectly it seems even lighter than it is. 
Bolt operation, feeding, locking, extrac-
tion, and ejection are smooth and fl aw-
less. The Shilen trigger breaks clean at a 
consistent 44 ounces.

I used Winchester 140-grain Ballistic 
Silvertips and got three-shot, 100-yard 
groups running from a best of 1/2" to the 
biggest of just under an inch. No real sur-
prise. If an Ed Brown rifl e isn’t accurate, 
it doesn’t leave the shop.

I can’t fi nd a single fault with the 
Damara, nor a single feature I would 
change or add. It isn’t cheap, but it is 
made to the highest standards by people 
who love fi ne rifl es. A fl awless rifl e, one 
that makes me feel 40 years younger. I’d 
call it money well spent.

LEUPOLD & STEVENS
(503) 646-9171

www.leupold.com
TALLEY MFG

(803) 854-5700
www.talleyrings.com

WINCHESTER 
AMMUNITION

www.winchester.com

$
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Bastogne, Seoul, Hue, Mogadishu 
and Fallujah. Spanning history and 
most of the planet over the last 

70 years, what could these places pos-
sibly have in common? They are not all 
in deserts, jungles or mountains. They 
are not all hot, cold, wet or dry. These 
places were not always easily traversed 
by modern technology, tanks or armored 
vehicles. Yet all were plastered in a style 
typical of Old Testament Biblical fi re 
and brimstone by mortars, artillery, air 
power and naval gunfi re. 

Want to know what two important 
things they have in common? 

First of all, these places required an 
often young, dog tired, dirty, hungry, 

tougher than a tree knot 11Bravo or 
0311 infantryman to clear ... then hold 
until hell freezes over or someone tells 
’em different.

The second really important thing all 
these places have in common? They got 
stinking doors, blown open windows, long 
narrow hallways, sharp dark corners and 
cruddy over-your-head stairwells. This is 
what they all have in common.

I won’t go into the lack of initial 
training our troops get in this area as now 
it is improving.

I won’t get into the fact that wars 
are often unpopular and, trust me, the 
many folks who step up to the plate to 
fi ght them for us are not always elated 

about the war or with the often hedging 
support from home bodies and political 
hacks. I won’t get into the fact that 
street cops all over America — sans 
tactical supporting fi re — are facing the 
same complex tactical issues facing our 
troops world wide. 

No, I won’t mention all that stuff. 
So then, how about we discuss you? Do 
your personal tactics include an ability 
to clear buildings and structures? You 
say, “No way.” 

Good choice, you shouldn’t learn tac-
tics because you wanted to. You should 
in fact learn basic tactics in case you  
have to use them. A point of clarity, stay 
behind the bed, behind the locked bed-

RANGING SHOTS  CLINT SMITH

TACTICS
Sometimes it’s how to think, not what to think.

™

If you can, leave clearing a house to the pro-
fessionals. But what if your children need you 
or you have to escape a restaurant? Do you 
have the mindset to do so and minimize the 
risk to yourself and loved ones? 
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room door, call 911, let someone else 
solve the problem — all correct and prob-
ably smart ideas. Then again what if you 
had to solve your own problem?

Your kids are calling for help at the 
other end of the house, or the way to 
safety out of a gunfi re-fi lled restaurant lies 
down a hall and out a backdoor.

By now you get the point.
So what are tactics? Why could 

they be important to you? How would 
you acquire these skills — and trust 
me they are acquired. Do you have to 
know as much as a SWAT team or a 
Special Operations Trooper to survive an 
encounter? Probably not.

Science Of Sorts
Tactics are a science of a sort but not 

rocket science. Tactics are a science of 
organization of mind and equipment to 
which the addition of physical move-
ment is required to accomplish the tasks 

at hand. I teach that in its simplest 
form, tactics are based on one’s ability 
to think of architecture and the game 
of billiards. Architecture is applied in 
the sense of looking at a building or 
structure, planning a way to clear said 
structure and implementing the plan 
without getting killed. The not getting 
killed part is important and remember 
most plans change if there is contact 
with a threat. Billiards are important 
to tactics because in this game of balls 
it is imperative to get the best angle or 
maneuver to get the ball in the pocket. 
Then you win.

So now we come to the sticky part. 
Look at the structure and fi gure out the 
best angle to clear it while the least 
amount of you is exposed to possible 
return fi re from a threat. By working these 
angles, the thought is to clear the problem 
with your weapons and lights in support, 
maximizing the distance to the threat 

while minimizing yourself as a target. 
Tactics, no problem.

Commonalities
So then we apply these thoughts, 

concepts and practices to corners, 
doorways, hallways and stairs. As we 
progress though this series of articles, 
always fall back on the commonali-
ties of tactics while addressing all of 
these problems. Three things deter-
mine the outcome of all conflict. They 
are communications, communicating 
with the threat and among ourselves. 
Movement, moving to or away from 
the threat based on what the task at 
hand is. The last one is shooting. If 
you must shoot you must without 
question shoot well, or well enough 
to win. Worn out adages like “he’s so 
close I can’t miss,” must be replaced 
with logical thought and wise applica-
tion like “he’s so close I’d better not 
miss.” It is often to your advantage to 
maximize the distance and minimize 
yourself as a possible target. Wisely 
use available cover and concealment 
and know the difference between the 
two. Train on and dominate the ground 
where you live.

Next month we’ll address doorways. In 
the mean time remember you have the rest 
of your life to solve your tactical problem. 
How long your life lasts may depend on 
how well you solve your problem. $

Billiards are important to tactics 
because in this game of balls it is 
imperative to get the best angle or 
maneuver to get the ball in the pocket.

Mission Critical Optics
See why top law enforcement 

and emergency response 

professionals rely on Steiner to provide bright 

and clear details in the most demanding conditions.

Steiner Police and Tactical binoculars are the

most fielded and proven military surveillance optics made.

No matter how critical the requirements,

Steiner has the solution.

www.steiner-binoculars.com
PIONEER Research

97 Foster Rd. Moorestown, NJ 08057
(856) 866-9191 • (800) 257-7742

Email: info@steiner-binoculars.com

PIONEER Research
97 Foster Rd. Moorestown, NJ 08057

(856) 866-9191 • (800) 257-7742
Email: info@steiner-binoculars.com



In my journeys through gun shows 
and shooting matches, the most 
common—and at the same time most 

perplexing question—I am asked is, 
“What’s the best load for my ... (insert 
any cartridge or caliber here)?” When 
younger, in my ignorance, I would try 
to answer that question. 

For example I would tell people that my 
favorite load for, say, the .308 Winchester 
was X grains of IMR 3031 under any 150-
grain bullet. Or, that my favorite .30-06 
load was Y grains of IMR 4350 under the 
same bullets. Or that when loading the .44 
Special I used 5.3 grains of Winchester 
231 with 245- to 250-grain roundnose bul-
lets because it was a factory duplication 
load, and usually shot to point of aim in 
fi xed sight revolvers

However, experience brought some 
wisdom. For instance, I discovered that 
some reloading manuals list my .308 and 
.30-06 loads right at maximum or even 
over maximum. So I learned not to tell 
people to use them without working up 
from starting loads. Once when I recom-
mended the above .44 Special load to a 
fellow he rather haughtily replied, “All my 
.44 Specials have adjustable sights, and 
your load is puny, and roundnose bullets 
won’t stop anything!” He told me!

OK, now in my senior citizen years 
I am smarter. So when anyone asks me, 
“What’s the best load ... ?” I always answer, 
“DamifIknow!” Then when they look at me 
like I’m being a wise-ass I tell them that is 
the honest truth. There are so many variables 
in both guns and reloading components that 
no one can tell you what any caliber or par-
ticular fi rearm will shoot well. But I always 
try to sooth ruffl ed feathers by then saying, 
“But, your gun will tell you what it likes.” 

And it will. All you have to do is shoot 
it. Preferably on paper. Here’s what I do. A 
variety of suitable powders, primers, and 
bullets are stocked up. Then, by consulting a 
good reloading manual, safe powder charges 
are chosen. Don’t get stuck in the maximum 
load syndrome. Usually I just pick a charge 
that will give velocities equivalent with fac-
tory ammo. (If you need more power get 
a bigger gun.) Each powder is loaded with 
each bullet and then shot from that gun on 
paper from sandbag rest.  

Somewhere in those handload com-
binations there will be one or more that 
group tighter than the others. Then more 
of that one are loaded and tried again 

MONTANA MUSINGS MIKE “DUKE” VENTURINO

THE BEST LOAD MYTH
Your gun will tell you what it likes.
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The best way to determine a good load for 
a rifl e is to fi re it from a sandbag rest. 

It’s a good idea to test fi re a load at extended 
ranges to determine exactly how it performs.
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a time or two. If those latter groups 
are suitable then a good load has been 
found.  And don’t get hung up on a 
single distance. If the fi rearm will be 
used say for big-game hunting then try it 
at various ranges. Here’s a for instance. 
Recently I was working with cast bul-
lets in my Kimber Pro Carry 1911 .40 
S&W. A charge of 4.4 grains of Bullseye 
consistently printed groups under 1.50" 
at 25 yards with all four of the cast 
bullet designs tried. And, 4.6 grains of 
Winchester 231 would do likewise. The 
four bullets were 170- to 180-grain fl at 
noses or semiwadcutters from several 
Lyman and RCBS moulds and from 
Laser Cast Company. Overall the best 
bullet was the RCBS 40-180 CAS osten-
sibly meant for the .38-40. 

Did I fi nd the best load for that Kimber? 
Naw! I could probably shoot that Kimber 
until the barrel was worn out and never 
happen on the “best load.” What I did fi nd 
were several darn good ones that were 
more than adequate for my purposes. 
They will all group tighter than I can 
when holding that gun in my own two 
hands and standing on my own two feet. 

The “best load” is a myth. Not only that 
but unless a world class shooter is operating 
the gun it is also unnecessary. In the fi eld 
most of us can’t tell the difference between 
a “good” load and a “great” one. And I 
include myself there. Anyone who sees lots 
of people shooting handloads will tell you 
they see lots of functioning problems and 
lots of people who don’t shoot well, but 
hardly ever encounter someone’s gun or 
ammunition not delivering enough accuracy 
needed for the job at hand. 

What I usually encounter is not 
someone needing the “best load” handed 
to them, but someone needing to get out 
to shoot more often. Then they will 
learn the feel of whatever gun is in 
question. They will learn to manipulate 
it smoothly. They’ll learn to break the 
trigger clean, or call fl yers if they don’t. 
They will also learn any idiosyncrasies 
that gun may have—such as a hunting 
rifl e whose fi rst shot from a cold barrel 
is wide of the group. What I see is that 
those who shoot most often, most often 
shoot the best. $

To work up a good load, stock up on suitable 
components. These are for the .45-70.

REMINGTON 870  •  MOSSBERG 500/590/835
• WINCHESTER 1200/1300  • MAVERICK 88

INC
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THIS SEEMS
UNNECESSARY.
THIS KNIFE IS OVERBUILT. WE LASER CUT
THE BLADE FROM 154CM, A TYPE OF STEEL
DEVELOPED FOR TURBINE BLADES IN JET
ENGINES. WE ALSO MADE THE MODIFIED
LOCKING LINER EXTRA THICK. YES, THE
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Here’s an exciting new development 
that will warm the hearts of many 
a rimfi re rifl eman. Have you ever 

considered that the .22 LR, .22 Win Mag, 
.17 HRM, and the .17 Mach 2 might all 
be digested by one action fi tted with four 
interchangeable barrels? It’s here — the 
4-in-1 switch-barrel rimfi re rifl e is busting 
out all over the 2005 scene. 

 Debuting at the SHOT Show was a 
tricked-out, four-barrel, cased set manu-
factured by Sako. With a suggested retail 

price of $1,739, it won’t be everyone’s 
gun, but it was intriguing. It’s a bolt action 
repeater mounted with a new, four-zero, 
four-trajectory scope by Burris. To keep 
things sorted out, the barrels and the eleva-
tion and windage adjustment rings on the 
scope are color-coded. So when you mount 
the “blue” barrel (let’s say it’s a .17 HMR), 
you zero your scope with the “blue” rings, 
and you’re off and running, that is, if you 
have the dough in the fi rst place. The most 
promising side of this deal is that Burris 

will be selling the multi-trajectory rimfi re 
scopes separately. Stay tuned!

 Another solution seen at the SHOT 
Show in the prototype stage was a four-
barrel set mated with a redesigned AR-7 
type semiauto action. Made by Majestic 
Arms, this semi-auto solution is priced at 
$399 with one barrel and extra barrels cost 
$259. The only hang-up with semiautos is 
the .17 Mach 2 has higher bolt velocity 
and you need to buy a special bolt-barrel-
magazine combo for $299.

RIMFIRES HOLT BODINSON

FOUR-IN-ONE RIFLES
A great way to explore the new world of rimfi res.

Imagine the fl exibility of being able to shoot four major 
rimfi re cartridges with a simple 77/22 barrel change.

An interesting feature of Clerke’s .22 LR and .17 Mach 2 barrels is this 
headspace compensating ring at the chamber.

Changing barrels on Ruger’s 77/22 is simply a matter of removing two 
Allen screws, the barrel retaining block and slipping the barrel out of 
the receiver.
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 Now if the foregoing prices bring on 
a fi t of melancholy, do not despair. There 
is a third solution, and I’ve been working 
with it for the last six months.

 Does the name Bo Clerke conjure up 
any images? It should because Bo Clerke 
is one of those gunmaking geniuses who 
has developed everything from the original 
30mm chain gun for the 
Apache helicopter and the 
25mm chain gun for the 
Bradley fi ghting vehicle 
to spirit level target sights 
and picked-up a room full 
of national high-power 
shooting awards along the 
way. Now located in Raton, 
NM, his firm, Clerke 
International Arms, is a major OEM manu-
facturer of 17- and 22-caliber barrels.

 The nice thing about Clerke is that 
he sells his interchangeable target quality 
barrels directly to our rimfi re shooting 
clan and, priced from $123.50, they’re 
very affordable.

 The platform that Clerke has designed 
his switch-barrel concept around is 
Ruger’s 77/22 magnum. I’ve hunted a lot 
with the .22 Win Mag, even using it for 
small African antelope. If there ever were 
a more ideal .22 Win Mag than Ruger’s 
77/22 Varmint model in low glare stain-
less steel with its brown laminated stock, 
I have yet to see it. Right-out-of-the-box, 
my Ruger has always shot like a house 

afi re. The only improvement I ever made 
was to rework the trigger a bit.

The Mag’s A Must
 Why does Clerke specify the rimfi re 

magnum version of the 77/22? This is a 
case where a duck is not a duck.  If you take 
a caliper and a handful of .22 LR, .22 Win 

Mag, .17 WMR, and .17 Mach 2 
cartridges, you will discover some 
interesting facts. 

 The rim diameter of a .22 LR 
and a .17 Mach 2 measures + or - 
.275", but the rims of the .22 Win 
Mag and the .17 HMR measure + 
or - .290". 

 The rim thickness of the .22 
LR and .17 Mach 2 measures + 

or - .044" while that of the .22 Win Mag 
and .17 HMR measures + or - .049". 

 Even the case body diameters are dif-
ferent with the .22 LR and .17 Mach 2 
running .225" while the .22 Win Mag and 
.17 HRM measure .240".

 And of course there is a considerable 
difference in overall length between the 
two case families.

 When using the 77/22 rimfi re magnum 
action, the bolt face will accommodate both 
rim diameters and, by changing magazines, 
the action will feed both case lengths. 

Changing Barrels
 Switching barrels on a 77/22 is 

straightforward, requiring you to unscrew 

two Allen screws securing the barrel 
retaining block, slide the barrel out and 
slip a new one in. 

 The .22 LR and .17 Mach 2 barrels 
also require the use of Ruger’s standard 
.22 LR magazines. To switch between the 
magnum and the standard magazines, you 
must replace the magazine latch plunger 
— a little $12 part from Clerke.

 Another feature of the .22 LR and 
.17 Mach 2 Clerke barrels is a raised 
ring of metal around the chamber that 
compensates for the difference in rim 
thickness (headspace) when using the 
magnum bolt.

 Do you need 4 barrels? Maybe not. 
But you need at least two — a 17- and a 
22-caliber to wring the best out of your 
77/22. You could just add a .17 Mach 2 
barrel to your standard 77/22 in .22 LR or 
add a .17 HMR barrel to your 77/22 in .22 
Win Mag. The options are many.

 Clerke currently offers chrome moly 
and stainless steel switch barrels for the 
Ruger 77/22 in either a tapered or a fl uted 
confi guration. In addition, for all of us 
Ruger 10/22 owners, Clerke is starting 
production of a solid tungsten bolt and a 
.17 Mach 2 barrel for the world’s favorite 
little semiauto.

 Accuracy of all three of my Clerke 
77/22 barrels is minute or sub-minute-of-
angle out to 100 yards. In the rimfi re and 
small game hunting world, it just doesn’t 
get any better than that.

CLERKE 
INTERNATIONAL ARMS

(505) 445-0100
P.O. Box 1464

Raton, NM 87740
www.clerkebarrels.com

$



former units were obtained from copper 
crushers and the latter — which are actual 
psi — from newer transducer equipment.

Myth Busters
The .30-30 brings with it some mythology 

and also brands as an outright lie the popular 
statement that you must have high velocity 
to kill deer. Need I mention again how many 
deer it takes every year? One of the myths 
is that the cartridge is inaccurate. While it 
is surely true that we don’t get benchrest 
accuracy, lever-action rifl es aren’t noted for 
that. It has also been said that roundnose 
bullets aren’t accurate. I recall reading an 
article in The American Rifl eman many years 
ago where that claim was tested and proven 
untrue. Likewise the cartridge itself was 
shown to be nicely accurate from a test 
barrel. Somewhere back in the ’70s I briefl y 
owned a Remington Model 788 bolt action 
chambered for the .30-30. And while that 
was long before I began keeping meticulous 

records my recollection is minute 
of angle accuracy was no problem 
with good loads.

I guess the real question 
becomes whether or not the guy 
who takes a limit of deer with one 
box of ammo needs to consider 
reloading. Quite a few years ago 
I set out to conquer worlds and 

invent wheels in an attempt to improve 
the performance of the cartridge. I had a 
new Oehler Model 43 and rigged up an old 
Marlin 336 to measure pressure. My thought 
was that some of the new high-energy pow-
ders would make it possible to blast the .30-
30 into at least the 20th Century. 

One of the things I learned in all those 
college lab classes is that negative informa-
tion is just as important as positive and I sure 
could have saved myself a lot of time had I 
just accepted defeat gracefully after a few 
tries but no, I kept plugging away. I did fi nd 
a couple of combinations that gained 50 to 
100 fps, but every one did so at the expense 
of a busted pressure limit. 

Versatility
Even though most folks don’t think of 

it that way, the .30-30 is pretty versatile. It 
is a dandy fun gun when loaded with Speer 
100-grain Plinkers and it can also use 110- 
or 115-grain bullets typically used in the 
.30 Carbine. But one of my favorites was 
the 130-grain Speer softpoint. Lots of kids 
do their fi rst deer hunting with a .30-30 
and the lighter recoil of a 2,400-fps load 
is perfectly fi ne for them and will still take 
deer cleanly.

If you look at some old manuals, it 
seems as if IMR 3031 was the clear favorite 
— it is still a good choice — but I found that 
Winchester 748 gives a little more speed with 
the heavier bullets and has the added advan-
tage of working really well in a number of 
other medium capacity cases. But one thing 
I learned for sure is the .30-30 doesn’t 
have great hotrod potential.

If you were to claim that more deer have 
been killed with the .30-30 WCF than 
any other cartridge you’d get no argument 

from me. And I’d only fuss a little bit if you 
said than all other cartridges combined. 
Such is the popularity of the .30-30. 

The .30-30 (also .30 WCF for Winchester 
Centerfi re) was the fi rst to use the then new 
smokeless powder. In keeping with naming 
conventions established long before, the fi rst 
number was the caliber and the second the 
powder charge, although this time it was 
in grains of smokeless. It thrived largely 
because of the Winchester Model 1894 
lever action, which is still manufactured, 
still popular and entirely serviceable for deer 
and black bear hunters in the east well over 
100 years later.

The 94 really was a breakthrough 
because it allowed loads with considerably 
higher pressures than those used in the 
Model 92 while keeping the compact size 
that made the 92 so handy. The cartridges 
were just as important for there was a 
herd of WCFs I call the dash cartridges. 
Even though it would be perfectly proper 
to say to a clerk that you want some “.30 
WCFs” you might not be understood. Say 
thutty-thutty and everyone knows. I don’t 
know why that is either, but it is true of the 
entire family of rimmed cartridges.

The Children
The .30-30 quickly begat the .25-

35 and .32 Winchester Special. They 
couldn’t use .25 WCF or .32 WCF since 
they already had those. The competitive 
world didn’t let them rest on their laurels 
either. Remington came along with the 
Model 14 pump-action rifl es some say 
was truly superior to the lever action. 
With it came a set of homologous car-
tridges (.25 Remington, .30 Remington, 
.32 Remington) that were identical to the 
Winchesters except for the rim. 

Basically there are two bullet 
weights available for factory ammo 
and all the major makers have them. 
150- or 170-grain loads with a wide 
variety of bullets (Corelokt, Power 
Point, Silvertip (to name some) are 
loaded to 2,390 or 2,200 feet per 
second, respectively. Test barrel 
results are obtained from 24" bar-
rels, but since most current rifl es 
have 20" or 22" barrel velocities 
will be a bit different. The SAAMI 
maximum pressure for the .30-30 
is 38,000 CUP or 42,000 psi. The 

HANDLOADERCHARLES E. PETTY

THE .30-30 WINCHESTER
Millions of guns have millions of deer.

The immediate success of the .30-30 
prompted Remington to create a rim-
less version — the .30 Remington 
— for use in the Model 14 pump and 
Model 8 self-loading rifl es.

More than 100 years later the .30-30 still plugs along. Both Marlin and Winchester have produced 
millions of .30-30s during that time.
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Knife sharpening isn’t some unfathom-
able mystery akin to brain surgery, 
yet a surprising number of people 

lack confi dence in their ability to put a 
good edge on a blade. Most of us learned 
this simple skill from our fathers, but we 
need to remember some never had that 
opportunity. Why not a quick review?

Let’s presume we’re using a simple 
bench stone. You’ll be money ahead if 
you secure that stone in some manner. 
Mine sits in a shallow wooden tray 
clamped in my bench vise. A non-slip 
mat is another possibility.

Most stones require the use of oil to 
fl oat the abraded steel particles and prevent 
clogging the open grain of the abrasive. Any 
light gun oil will do fi ne. Slather on a little 
oil, rest the knife against the stone at the 
proper angle and let’s go. How do you deter-
mine and maintain the proper angle? 

The $64,000 Question
That little question is what raises beads 

of sweat on the brows of those who take 
this task too seriously. It’s also the ratio-
nale behind all the dozens of different 
patent knife sharpeners sold around the 
world. The truth is that your knife will 
show you the correct sharpening angle if 
you’ll only look and feel.

Rest your blade nearly fl at against the 
stone then slowly raise the spine. There, 
feel that? If you have fi ne tactile senses, 
you’ll feel it when the edge bevel is 
brought into contact with the stone. Didn’t 
feel it? No problem. Angle the blade 
against the stone until you think you’re 
contacting the edge bevel, then push the 
blade lightly along as if you were trying to 
slice off a paper-thin wafer of stone.

Wipe the oil from the blade and look 
at the edge. You’ll see the fresh scratches 
left by the stone. Use magnifi cation if you 
need it, and if you still can’t see, paint the 
edge bevel with a black marker before 
trying again. 

Ideally, we want to see these scratches 
the full width of the existing edge bevel. If 
we’ve abraded up on the blade above the 
edge bevel, we need to lift the spine of the 
blade higher next time. Scuffi ng only at 
the very edge and not cutting the full edge 
bevel? Drop the spine a little to correct.

Once you’ve established the correct 
angle, it’s only a matter of “memorizing” 
it with the muscles of your hand and arm 
and paying attention as you sharpen. Be 

KNIVES JIM GARDNER

SHARPENING 101 
How to become a sharp operator.

Above: A piece of non-slip mat will hold that 
stone in place, permitting both hands on the 
knife for better control. 

A 400-grit soft muslin wheel and a light touch is 
one way to keep those serrations sharp.

A pocket-size diamond sharpener 
like this one from DMT is perfect for 
touching up edges in camp.

The Spyderco 
Sharpmaker 
may look like an 
antenna array 
from the Mars 
rover, but it’s a 
superior tool. 
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aware that a blade with a high point (such 
as a skinning blade) will require you to lift 
the handle slightly to follow the edge as 
you slice along the stone.

You can maintain this correct angle 
more easily if you use both hands on the 
blade, which is why we secured the stone. 
Another tip, if you have a badly dulled 
edge, is to feel for the correct angle, then 
take perhaps 15 careful strokes against 
one side before fl ipping the knife over 
and repeating. This helps achieve a more 
uniform edge bevel. 

How do you know when you’re done? 
First, look straight down on the edge in good 
light. A sharp edge is invisible. If you note a 
tiny refl ection here or there (caused by nicks 
or fl at spots), you need to keep going.

When you can see no light refl ected off 
the edge you’re ready to fi nish up. Place 
your thumb lightly on the blade and brush 
past the edge. Do this on both sides. There, 
feel that? If it feels as if the very edge is 
bent over on one side of the blade, that’s 
because it actually is. 

This is the “wire edge,” and it’s further 
proof you’ve done a good sharpening job. 
This wire edge may be extremely sharp, 
but it has no strength and must be removed. 
We’ll do that by stropping, which work 
hardens this tiny fi lament and breaks it off. 

Drag the edge backwards (opposite your 
sharpening direction) on a piece of leather, 
alternating blade sides. Check again to 
ensure the wire edge has disappeared.

If you want the fastest, easiest way to 
put on a razor edge, pick up a Spyderco 
Sharpmaker with the the optional dia-
mond stones, too. The Sharpmaker is 
simple and incredibly fast to use, sharpens 
everything from fi shhooks to serrated 
edges and stows away compactly. 

That Pesky Wavy Edge
Partially serrated blades, along with the 

pocket clip and the thumb hole or blade 
stud, are the three biggest advancements 
in folding knife “technology” to appear in 
my lifetime. I like partial serrations for a 
heavily used work knife, but what about 
sharpening them?

The Sharpmaker does a fair job 
and many manufacturers recommend 
Spyderco’s tool. But unlike a plain edge, 

it’s just not possible to return a serrated 
edge to factory-level sharpness. The better 
approach is to preserve the factory edge.

First, unless you’ve really damaged a 
serrated edge, don’t sharpen it! Almost 
everything we do will make it worse, not 
better. Also, one of the primary benefi ts of 
the serrated edge is it will still cut aggres-
sively even when relatively dull. 

Buffi ng the back, or fl at side of the 
serrations ever so lightly will refresh the 
edge. Use 400-grit compound and a very 
light touch. Knives and buffers are a dan-
gerous combination  —  pay attention and 
hold the edge down and below the center-
line of the wheel. 

Lacking a buffer, you can use a fi ne 
diamond stone on that back side, just be 
sure to leave the surface fl at  —  don’t 
induce a bevel or you’ll dull the points of 
the serrations.

By the way, a diamond hone is the 
ideal tool for sharpening in camp. I like 
the fold-open variety  —  the cover then 
becomes a handle. These great tools require 
no messy oil, will sharpen everything from 
the smallest knife blade to the camp axe, and 
they weigh practically nothing.

All the old Scout manuals cautioned that 
a sharp edge is safer than a dull one. That’s 
true. It’s a pleasure to use a really sharp 
knife, and it’s satisfying to know how to put 
on a good edge. If you’ve been reluctant to 
tackle this simple chore, dive in  —  you’ll 
be an “old hand” in no time! $

Old-fashioned combination oilstone will do, but a 
good natural “Arkansas” whetstone is far better. 
Japanese water stones produce a wonderful edge, 
but they’re messy and inconvenient. 
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RUGER KP345

OUT      BOXOF
THE ™

Ruger went big bore in 1990 with the 
.45 ACP P90. It always worked no 
matter what type of .45 ACP ammu-

nition was stuffed in its magazine. I liked 
it. Then I read what that old pistolero, Col. 
Askins, said about the P90 and I liked it 
even more. Askins, with both a military 
career and Border Patrol duty, defi nitely 
knew and understood fi ghting handguns, 
having worked his way over the years 
through the Colt New Service, the S&W 
.357 Magnum, and the S&W Model 39. 
He fl at-out declared the Ruger P90 as the 
best semiautomatic .45 ever produced. He 
was sure right when it came to function, 
and it is certainly an accurate shooting 
pistol, but due to its largeness, more dif-
fi cult to conceal than most.  

Ruger certainly understood this last point 
as they began downsizing the P90. Several 
modifi cations led to the latest Ruger .45 
— the KP345 — which has all the posi-
tive functioning qualities of the original 
P90 along with an A+ for form. It has been 
slimmed, given a grip frame much easier 
to hold on to, made lighter with a polymer 
frame and offered with an optional Picatinny 
rail. If one where were to set a course to build 
the perfect double-action semiau-
tomatic with both high conceal-
ment and easy shooting qualities, 
the KP345 could well be the result. 
This nine-shot, double-action .45 
ACP from Ruger with a stainless 
steel slide and polymer grip frame 
greatly reduced in size results in a 
comparatively soft shooting gun. 
It fi ts well in the hand, holster or 
waist belt for that matter, feels 
good, felt recoil is relatively light, 
and it shoots where it points.

In addition, the KP345 
receives high marks when it 
comes to safety. Ruger has done 

everything possible to make this an effec-
tive and safe fi rearm. One safety feature is 
a “loaded chamber indicator.” When the 
chamber is empty the indicator is fl ush 
with the top of the slide and, when a round 
is chambered, the front end of the indicator 
sticks up slightly with a red dot showing 
on each side. Personally, I do not fi nd this 
objectionable at all and it may prevent 
many negligent discharges. 

The KP345’s magazine disconnect only 
allows the gun to fi re if a magazine is 
inserted. Whiners and complainers abound 
when it comes to internal locking devices, 
however in today’s society, they are virtu-
ally mandated and we either get used to 
it or content ourselves with purchasing 
older, used fi rearms. If we have to have 
internal locks on new fi rearms — and 
we do — Ruger has come up with the 
best way I have yet seen to conceal the 
internal locking device by having it tied 
in — actually almost hidden — by the 
manual safety. When the manual safety is 
in the “On” position, a small hole on the 
right side reveals the access which allows 
the mechanism to be locked using a special 
key provided by Ruger and preventing 

A nice clean, handy, 
ergonomic pistol.

The Ruger KP345 points 
well and shoots easy.

Ruger’s KP345PR comes with an integral Picatinny rail for 
use with Streamlight’s Tactical Illuminator.

GM-4
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operation. Since we must have such things 
if fi rearms manufacturers are going to be 
able to sell in a wide market, this is an 
excellent way to do it. 

The KP345 also has an ambidextrous 
manual safety operated easily with the 
thumb. Push it down for “Safe” and up for 
“Fire.” As with all Ruger double-action 
semiautomatics, the KP345 is a double 
action fi rst shot with all subsequent shots 
fi red single action. The fi rst shot may also 
be fi red single action style by manually 
cocking the hammer. When the safety is 
in the “On” position, the hammer cannot 
be cocked and pulling the trigger will not 
operate the action. 

Sights on the KP345 are excellent 
with a very easy-to-see 3-dot system. 
The rear is a square notch mated up with 
a square post front and both front and 
rear sights are fi tted in a dovetails and 
adjustable for windage. Bullet weights 
from 185 to 230 grains were fi red at 
combat distances with elevation being 
right on for all practical purposes. There 
are two versions, the standard KP345 
and the KP345PR. 

PR stands for Picatinny Rail meaning 
it is designed to accept a most valuable 
accessory — a Streamlight X-Treme 
Series Model 6X Tactical Illuminator, 
which attaches to the front of the Ruger 
P345. When mounted on the pistol it is 
possible use in several ways for low light 
or no light situations. On the bottom of 
the Streamlight M6X are four settings, 
OFF, VIS, ILL, ILL VIS. The fi rst set-
ting, “VIS,” provides a red dot laser 
sight. “ILL” is the fl ashlight while the 
last setting provides both a fl ashlight 
and a red dot. The combination of both 
a light and a red dot really increases the 
nighttime handiness of the KP345 as 
a self-defensive fi rearm. The KP345 is 
also available as a P345 with a blue-steel 
slide instead of stainless. $

KP345PR
Maker: Sturm, Ruger

200 Ruger Road
Prescott AZ 86301

(928) 541-8820, www.ruger.com.

Light Maker: Streamlight
30 Eagleville Road

Eagleville PA 19403
(800) 523-7488, www.streamlight.com.

 ACTION TYPE: Locked breech 
  semiauto
 CALIBER: .45 ACP
 CAPACITY: 8+1
 BARREL LENGTH: 4¼"
 OVERALL LENGTH: 7½"
 WEIGHT: 29 ounces
 FINISH: Stainless steel
 SIGHTS: Fixed, 3-dot
 GRIPS: Integral with 
  polymer frame
 Price: $540
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Many years ago on my fi rst trip to 
London, one objective was to visit 
one or more of the shops of the fi ne 

gunmakers. I had always admired the classic 
British double gun and wanted, someday, 
to own one. So on a rainy March morning 
I entered the shop of Holland & Holland. 
The walls were lined with riches. I wan-
dered slowly, touching nothing, and in a 
few minutes a very proper spit-shined man 
— dressed as the movies portray the proper 
English butler — approached me. Perhaps 
it was because my mac was from Bean not 
Barbour or that I arrived in a taxi instead 
of a Bentley or perhaps my dulcet southern 
accent gave me away but his words sting as 
much today as they did in 1984. “We have 
nothing for you,” and I could tell that it was 
a struggle for him to add, “sir.”

I bet you can guess how 
deeply hell will be frozen 
over before I darken that 
door again. Of course there 
are other fi ne makers who 
could have met my wants 
but the desire was gone. 
Now along comes Kimber 
with a truly classic side-by-
side game gun. It’s a 20 gauge with a sleek 
straight stock of stunning Turkish walnut 
and real detachable seven-pin sidelocks. 
Side-by shotguns have three basic types 
of fi ring mechanism: boxlock — the most 
common — boxlock with detachable side 
plates and hand-detachable sidelocks, the 
tweediest of all. A boxlock has the fi ring 
mechanism entirely within the stock and 
is often covered by wood. Detachable side 
plates provide a nice surface for embel-
lishment but have no other function save 
to cover stuff. A true sidelock has all of 
the lockwork including the sear, hammer 
and springs on a plate that can be removed 
for cleaning, usually with a single screw.

I’m sure the boss didn’t know about 
that long ago experience but he did know 
about my passion for the type of hunting 
best suited for this gun — bobwhite quail. 
That is the only type of hunting that will 
make me drop everything and hit the road. 
I am very much my grandfather’s boy, for I 
inherited a love of cornfi elds and bird dogs 
that is his greatest gift to me. The location 
was Buck Ridge Plantation just outside of 
Orangeburg, South Carolina. They have 
8,000 acres full of deer, turkeys, pheasant 
and, of course, Mr. Bobwhite. On a sunny 
morning a pair of pointers named Ergal 

CHARLES E. PETTY

KIMBER VALIER 

OUT      BOXOF
THE ™

A Classy SxS Shotgun.

and Babe joined a Brittany 
named Mack and guide Ben 
Dempsey to take me out to 
fulfi ll my appointed task. We 
hit the fi eld shortly after 8:00 
in the morning and in a few 
minutes Babe froze in the 
classic style of the pointer. 
Both guys honored her point. 
We walked up and two birds 
erupted from the sorghum 
patch. They went in opposite 
directions. I swung hard right 
and the gun went off when 
things looked good. Sure 
enough the fi rst shot dusted 
a plump cockbird at about 
20 yards. I’d love to say that 
I never missed, and anybody 

who has ever watched 
quail fl y would know 
I was lying, but the 
gun handled beauti-
fully and came up to 
my eye as if it had 
been custom fi tted. 
The day had far more 
hits than misses and 

the Kimber carried effort-
lessly as we trudged up and 
down Buckridge’s carefully 
prepared food plots. Ergal the 
pointer was only a year old 
and he moved with a stylish 
grace that heralds the begin-
ning of a great bird dog.

Classic sidelock guns 
almost always have double 
triggers and offer barrel 
selection by the one you use 
fi rst. The rear trigger fi res the 
left barrel, which is almost 
always the one with the most 
open choke, in this case 
improved cylinder. The front 
trigger is articulated to move 
forward a little when the gun recoils and 
then you move your fi nger forward for 
the right modifi ed barrel. To maintain the 
classic lines and light weight the Valier 
dispenses with screw-in chokes. You may 
have any choke you wish as long as it is 
improved or modifi ed.

The guns are made in Huglu, Turkey, 
in a small town that follows the guild 
tradition of gunmaking as established in 
Ferlach, Austria, Liege, Belgium or the 
Eibar region of Spain. Turkey produces 

some truly spectacular wood and they have 
a long history of gunmaking as well. 

In a way, shooting this gun is just a bonus 
because you really can spend lots of time just 
looking at it. There is much to see. The fi t 
of wood to metal is precise and this is espe-
cially diffi cult with a sidelock gun where one 
portion of the lock must fi t the receiver while 
the back is supported only by walnut. A 
single long screw topped with a blued lever 
goes from left to right but you can take it all 
the way out and the locks won’t budge. With 

BUCK RIDGE 
PLANTATION, 
P.O. Box 2785

Orangeburg, SC 29116 
(866) 869-4868

www.buckridge.com
Detachable sidelocks must be perfectly fi tted to both metal and 
wood. The seven pins that make these so distinctive are actu-
ally screws that hold the lock parts onto the side plate. The 
lock inletting is also just as beautiful.

Buck Ridge maintains a large kennel with some excellent bird 
dogs. Ergal, a year old pointer, was Charlie’s favorite because of 
his hard work and classy style.

The fi rst two shots fi red by the Kimber Valier brought down a pair 
of bobwhites.
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the screw loose though you can gently push 
on it and move the right lock enough to lift 
it out. The fi rst time I did this — and I really 
knew what to expect — was still a dazzling 
sight. The inside is every bit as well fi nished 
as the out. The entire plate is jeweled and 
the lockwork polished in the white. Only the 
hammer has a lustrous nitre blue fi nish. Once 
more the precision is plain to see.

It is hard to say which is more 

appealing. The case hardened receiver 
has delicate scroll engraving that almost 
covers it and the rust blued barrels have 
the deep lustre you see only after many 
cycles of rust and rub with fi ne steel wool. 
But the stock simply screams, “Look at 
me. I am beautiful!” It is, too. Turkish 
walnut has that gorgeous range of color 
from a very pale tan right up to pitch 
black and no two pieces ever seem to 
be alike. Kimber is using only Grade IV 
blanks but even so they show a diversity 
of fi gure and color that makes me drool. 
They receive 30 coats of hand rubbed oil 
that take days and days to apply. Instead 
of a pad, the butt is simply checkered. It 
comes to my shoulder smoothly and does 
not slip. Sadly, the stock is the only place 
to fi nd a small gripe. The checkering has 
a few incomplete diamonds you can see 
only if you look hard. I almost feel guilty 
mentioning it.

By now you may be thinking that only 
princes and kings could buy this gun. If you 
do, then I’ve done my job well, but there is 
much good news. There are two grades, I 
and II which retail for $3,879 and $4,480 
respectively. Both have grade IV Turkish 
walnut and color casehardened receivers 
nicely covered with scroll engraving. All 
are 3" 20 gauge and you may have a choice 
of either 26" or 28" barrels in either grade. 
The Grade I gun has extractors while the 
Grade II has ejectors. Actually, the mecha-
nism needed to have selective automatic 
ejectors is a bit complicated and justifi es 
the increase in price.

Any time I fi nd myself truly smitten by 
a gun I have to guard against gushy writing 
because I know everyone will not share my 
enthusiasm. Shame on them.

VALIER SIDE-BY-SIDE
Maker: Turkish

Importer: Kimber Mfg
1 Lawton St. Yonkers, NY 10705

(888) 243-2223, www.kimbermfg.com
 ACTION TYPE: Detachable sidelock, 
  top lever break open
 GAUGE: 20 gauge 3"
 CHOKE:  Fixed, Improved cylinder 
  and modifi ed
 CAPACITY: 2
 BARREL LENGTH: 26" or 28"
 LENGTH OF PULL: 14¾"
 FINISH: Rust blued barrels, 
  case hardened receiver
 SIGHTS: White bead front
 STOCK: Turkish walnut
 PRICE: $3,879 (Grade I), 
  $4,480 (Grade II)

$
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Some guns are timeless in design 
and function. The Colt 1911 is the 
foremost example, yet I’ve always 

thought the Colt 1903 Pocket was too. 
It hasn’t been made since WWII, but 
Colt did make 572,215 1903 .32s and 
138,009 1908 .380s before shelving the 
design. Although many of these guns 
are highly desirable collector’s items 
and should be left in their existing state, 
there are many more rusting away with 
little or no fi nish and pitted outer metal 
still able to perform yeoman duty as a 
defensive gun. 

The Colt’s benefi ts include a fl at, 
concealable shape and very reli-
able single-action mechanism with an 
enclosed hammer. The small, fl at shape 
and rounded slide allows for a smooth 
draw and is just as concealable and 
easier to shoot than many contemporary 
pocket pistols. Most examples I’ve shot 
have been quite accurate, too, if you 
take your time and align the sights. Its 
key drawback is puny sights almost 
unusable by anyone with moderately 
poor or aging eyes.

Retired LAPD sergeant Chris Biller 
has always thought highly if the 1903, 
too. He’s long been enamored of the 
design and its handling qualities and has 
quite a few exceptional examples in his 
collection. As owner of Greta’s Guns in 
Simi Valley, California, he also has the 
opportunity to pick up the occasional 

JEFF JOHNOUT      BOXOF
THE ™

Above: It took little to bring the Colt 1903 forward into the 21st Century. The addition of night sights 
alone was enough. Below: This little gun shoots as attested by this 25-yard 2" group. Winchester’s 
new “Improved Accuracy Bullet” is the real deal. 

Fine checkering keeps the frontstrap slip free, although the .32 ACP doesn’t jump around much. Tru-Dot tritium night sights grace the slide. The 
thumb and grip safety are more than many autos have today. The front sight is neatly dovetailed into the slide. The forward slide serrations add a 
21st century touch.

COLT 1903 REDUX
Some Dead Horses Aren’t.
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“beater.” Biller decided he’d like to pack 
one of these little guns and, as guns with 
little or no collector interest accumulated, 
he decided to improve the shootability of 
one for himself. 

In conjunction with gunsmith Dean 
Wilkerson, Biller added a diminutive set 
of Tru-Dot 3-dot tritium night sights (the 
front neatly dovetailed into the slide), 
forward cocking serrations matching the 
rear serrations and checkered the front-
strap. The gun was bead blasted around 
the top of the slide and bottom of the 
frame and the fl ats were given a nice, 
even polish before bluing. A good set of 
reproduction hard rubber grips rounds 
out the package. A nice retro touch is 
the top inch or so of the magazine was 
left in the white, as were the early Colt’s. 
The resulting gun generated quite a bit 
of interest among Biller’s customers and 
a cottage industry was born. This ver-
sion is called the Mk I and the fi rst Mk 
II featuring more snag-free Novak-style 
sights has been completed. Wilkerson 
had a tough time fi nding sights to fi t on 
the slide, considering how the limited 
dovetail space is underneath.

Accurate Lil’ Pipsqueak
I knew the .32 ACP was an accu-

rate round and the 1903 could shoot, 
but what a surprise it was to see how 
well this little gun did with a decent 
set of sights. During a 100-round ses-

sion at the Angeles Shooting Ranges 
in Tujunga, California (800/499-4486, 
www.angelesranges.com), Winchester 
71-grain FMJ fl atnose ammo delivered 
a fi ve-shot group of 2" with four shots 
going into 1½" at 25 yards from a rest. 
Winchester Silvertips were also tried, 
but delivered a larger group of 3½". The 

60-grain load shot a little closer to point-
of-aim, though. The FMJs shot almost a 
foot high, but the windage was right on. 
Considering the gun is generally going 
to be used at seven yards or a little more, 
this is outstanding accuracy.

Characteristically, the little Colt ate the 
100 rounds without a hiccup. Winchester 
has replaced the old roundnose FMJ with 
a fl atnose bullet of the same shape. That 
should add a little better shock in time 
of need. Winchester touts this load as a 
having a new, “improved accuracy bullet.” 
I’d say so. Many pooh-pooh the .32 ACP, 
but if you have arthritic hands or are recoil 
shy, it is certainly reasonably high in the 
better-than-fi ngernails class of cartridges. 
A good mixed-fruit-pudding of eight hol-
lowpoints and FMJs can be unloaded very 
quickly and accurately. Biller doesn’t feel 
undefended by the little gun and I don’t 
think I’d feel undefended either, after 
seeing how well it delivers its pills. I cer-
tainly have the confi dence I could deliver 
the goods with the upgraded features.$

1903 Pocket
Maker: Colt Pt. Firearms, Hartford, CT

(no longer in production)
Customized by: Greta’s Guns

1224 Los Angeles Avenue, Simi Valley, CA 93065
(805) 520-4867, www.gretasguns.com

 CUSTOM WORK: Night sights; checkered 
  frontstrap; forward slide 
  serrations; sandblast edges, 
  polish fl ats and blue
 ACTION TYPE: Blowback semiautomatic
 CALIBER: .32 ACP
 CAPACITY: 8+1
 BARREL LENGTH: 3¾"
 OVERALL LENGTH: 6⅝  "
 WEIGHT: 1 pound 7 ½   ounces
 WIDTH: 1" (through the grips)
 HEIGHT: 4½"
 FINISH: Blue
 SIGHTS: Fixed 3-dot tritium 
  night sights
 GRIPS: Repro black plastic
 BASE PRICE: Your gun plus $250; 
  $600 as shown

A good mixed-fruit-pudding 
of eight hollowpoints and 

FMJs can be unloaded very 
quickly and accurately.
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QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS

GUNS STAFF

I stand corrected as this old catalog cut 
shows.—Jeff John.

Ruger’s Hawks
Q: I enjoyed the article “Ruger’s 

Hawks” by John Taffin in the March 
issue. I wanted to ask about the Old 
Model Blackhawk pictured on page 61 
that appears to be stainless steel. I know 
Ruger did not make a stainless Old Model, 
so what kind of finish is it? It really looks 
good, as do all the guns in the article. I also 
very much enjoyed Mr. Taffin’s “Campfire 

Tales” column entitled “Legends.” It does 
seem that all the good ones are gone. But 
as long as there are folks like John Taffin 
around, then all the good ones are not gone 
after all.

Tim Perkins
Campbellsville, KY 

A: Thanks for the kind words. The “stain-
less steel” .44 Blackhawk is actually a 7½  " 
blued Super Blackhawk that was cut back to 
4¾  ", Mag-Na-Ported and finished in “Mag-
Na-Loy” by Mag-Na-Port.—John Taffin

Derringers
Q: I just received an interesting stain-

less steel double barrel derringer for 
Christmas. It is marked “Model 1” made 
by American Derringer. The gun is in a 
nice Doskocil plastic case and included 
six .45 Colt shells and two .410 shells 2⅜  " 
long (Winchester 000 buck shot). The gun 
has never been fired that I can tell. Are 
the .410 shells what I have seen listed as 
2¾"?

I found a Web site for American 
Derringer, but it looks like it is not up 
to date. The phone number listed for the 
store is not current. Is this company still 
in business?

I have seen a similar gun made by Bond 
Arms. Are these two companies related to 
each other in any way?

Kirk “Toot” Kuetemeier
Indianapolis, IN

Correction
In a recent “Q&A column” Jeff John 

said the 1892 Marlin rifle could accommo-
date the .32 RF or the .32 S&W by using 
a trick firing pin. The correct centerfire 
cartridge to use in the .32 Marlin Model 
1892 is not the .32 S&W, but the .32 Short 
or Long Colt, which used a heel-based 
bullet as did the .32 RF. 

Marshall Williams
via e-mail

Savage’s Mark II line lets you have a 22 rifle the way you want it.  Matching
handsome good looks with Savage’s legendary out-of-the-box accuracy, this 
series offers a wide range of configurations.  Need a heavy barrel for precision
shooting?  The Mark II FVT fits the bill with an ultra-stable synthetic stock 
and target peep sights.  Want to blend in while hunting in the deep woods?  
Choose the Mark II Camo with a camo synthetic stock.  Still like the traditional
look?  Select a wooden stock with Monte Carlo comb.  There are even 
versions for the oft-forgotten left-hander.  Whatever you need in a bolt-action 
22 repeater, Savage offers it in the Mark II Series—at price you can afford.

Visit our new 
online store to 
see our 
Hunter’s Edge 
knife and more

www.savagearms.com

Savage Arms is a
registered trademark
of Savage Sports
Corporation.

SAVAGE SPORTS CORPORATION, 118 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD, CT 06078
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Give your loads 
a Napoleon complex.

6231 Robinson      Shawnee Mission, KS 66202      Phone 913-362-9455      Fax 913-362-1307      www.imrpowder.com

Super Short Cut IMR 7828 SSC may be short, but you can’t argue with its 
performance. Standard powders often produce a “crunching” sensation, which 
means a signifi cant variance from shell to shell. IMR 7828 SSC is cut 35% shorter 
for smooth, even metering and a 4% denser load. When you need a consistent 
powder for large cartridges with heavy bullets, use slow-burning IMR 7828 SSC.

Call 1-913-362-9455, visit www.imrpowder.com or see your dealer for more information.
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A: The correct contact information 
is: American Derringer, (254) 799-9111, 
www.amderringer.com. The company is 
still in business and happily making der-
ringers for sport and defense. The dimen-
sions of all shotgun shells are measured 
from a fired hull. When you fire your 2⅜  " 
shell and measure it again, you’ll find it 
is 2¾" long.

Bond Arms, (817) 573-4445, www.
bondarms.com, is a different company. 
They, too, make over/under derringers to 
accommodate the .45 Colt/.410 shotshell 
as well models for sport and defense.

Single Six Woes
Q: I have a Ruger Single-Six in .32 

H&R Mag. It is very aggravating trying 
to load and unload it when the cylinder 
turns too far then clicks and locks up 
and you can’t turn it back to the right 
place. I recall reading in either GUNS or 
American Handgunner about a gunsmith 
who can change the timing of the Ruger 
single actions to make them easier to 
load and unload. Can you tell me who 
to send it to?

Ron Henarie
San Antonio, Texas

A: Power Custom, Inc., (573) 372-
5684, www.powercustom.com, makes the 
Free Spin Pawl to allow the shooter to 
rotate the cylinder in either direction for 
easy reloading. It is activated by opening 
the loading gate and might require some 
gunsmithing. It is designed for Ruger 
Vaquero, Blackhawk, Super Blackhawk, 
some clones, and the Single-Six for 
$34.95.

Another nifty Power Custom Ruger 
gizmo is the Single Action Hammer 
& Trigger Kit. The kit gives all New 
Model large-frame Blackhawks, Super 
Blackhawks and Vaqueros a 2½- to 3-
pound trigger pull. Better still, when 
on halfcock the chambers line up with 
the loading gate and makes Ruger 
Single Actions feel more like Colt 
Single Actions. Pull back the hammer 
and you’ll hear and feel three positive 
clicks. The Wolff Spring Kit includes 
three different reduced power hammer 
springs (17, 18 and 19 pounds), a 
reduced power trigger spring, and one 
extra-power cylinder latch-pin spring. 
Minor modifications are required to 
some factory parts. The Ruger Single 
Action Hammer & Trigger Kit is avail-
able in blue for $159.95 or stainless 
for $179.95. $

Due to the volume of mail received, 
GUNS cannot offer a personal 
reply. Please e-mail your question to 
ed@gunsmagazine.com or snail mail to: 

GUNS Q&A
12345 World Trade Drive

San Diego, CA 92128
999 Roosevelt Trail • Windham, Me. 04062 • 800 998 7928 • info@bushmaster.com

24” Fluted Extra Heavy Barrel in 5.56mm/.223 Rem. Cal. • 11° Competition 

Crowned Muzzle • 1 in 9” Twist • Machined to Same Specs as Our DCM Competition 

Barrel • Two-stage 4 1/2 Pull Bushmaster Competition Trigger • Installed Bipod 

Stud • Free-Float Tubular Vented Forend • B.M.A.S Mini-Risers • Shipped with 

Orange Safety Block, 5 Rd. Magazine, and a Lockable Hard Case (scope and bipod 

not included) 

© 2005 Bushmaster Firearms, Inc.

BushmasterBushmaster
VarminterVarminter

Bushmaster
Varminter

See the Bushmaster Varminter 
and our complete line of products at… 

www.bushmaster.com

Three great ideas meet in one great knife:
An Aaron Frederick design with the 
RealEase™ lock release and LAWKS®.

This knife is the convergence of three great ideas, resulting in one of the sleekest and most 
unusual locking liner folders ever. The classic shape is gaining acclaim for award winning 
knifemaker Aaron Frederick. We incorporated the patented RealEase™ lock release mecha-
nism— just press the button down to release the liner. Finally we added the patented Lake 
And Walker Knife Safety (LAWKS®), which turns the Convergence into a virtual fixed blade 
when actuated. The knife is opened by pressing the friction grooves on the end of the AUS 
4 stainless steel blade, available both Razor-Sharp and Combo Serrated.  We used our rigid 
stainless steel InterFrame build with hex pattern Zytel® scales. The Teflon® plated clothing 
gear clip is removable. If success has many fathers, the Convergence is a sure winner.   

6863

Columbia River Knife & Tool • 9720 S.W. Hillman Court, Suite 805
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070 USA •Tel: 503/685-5015 •Toll free: 1-800-891-3100 
Fax: 503/682-9680 • E-mail: info@crkt.com • Web: www.crkt.com 

MSRP $69.99

CONVERGENCE

6853
Press and pull the grooved 
blade end to open.

Press the RealEase lock
mechanism to close.
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When the moment of truth in a tense tactical situation
calls for exacting precision at extended range, 
professionals like the FBI reach for FN SPR Long Range
Precision Rifles. Based on the pre-’64 Winchester 
Model 70 match grade short action with controlled round
feed, FN SPR rifles are available in .308 Winchester 
or .300 WSM calibers. 

Professional marksmen know exactly what they need to
accomplish their mission, so the operator-designed and
American made FN SPR comes duty ready in more than a
dozen configurations loaded with no-compromise 
features like a three-position safety, match grade heavy
police contour barrel with chrome bore, McMillan 
tactical fiberglass stock, M1913 rail and either a 
detachable box or hinged floorplate magazine. Every 
FN SPR A1 and A2 rifle meets our demanding accuracy 
standard of 1 MOA or better, and the FN A3 G series cuts
that group size in half. 

FNH USA understands the real world of tight equipment
budgets, thus the FN SPR series is available as a basic
rifle without optics or as a complete turnkey tactical 
system, ready to unpack, confirm zero and deploy.

Contact your FNH USA Dealer or Distributor for a complete list of FN SPR Shooting System Configurations.

Call 703-288-1292 or visit www.fnhusa.com for a list of FNH USA Distibutors or a full-line catalog. 
FNH USA • P.O. BOX 697 • McLEAN, VA 22101 USA • © FNH USA LLC, a subsidiary of FN Herstal, S.A. 2005.

FN A3 G 
SPECIAL POLICE 

RIFLE

FN A2 
SPECIAL POLICE 

RIFLE

FN A1 
SPECIAL POLICE 

RIFLE

F N H  U S A  L O N G  R A N G E  P R E C I S I O N  R I F L E S

R E A L  W O R L D  P R O D U C T S .  
R E A L  W O R L D  P E R F O R M A N C E .™

• .308 Winchester (7.62 x 51mm NATO) 
and .300 WSM calibers

• 20 or 24 inch cold hammer-forged heavy 
barrel in 4140 alloy

• Single stage trigger set at 4 to 4.5 pounds
• Magazine capacity of 3 to 5 rounds*
• Length of pull from 12.5 to 14.75 inches*
• Empty weight of 11.6 to 16.8 pounds*
* Depending on caliber and configuration
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Like the Arisaka rifl e, the Type 14 
Nambu pistol has been the recipient 
of some of the most undeserved, 

uninformed gun bashing penned in the 
fi rearms fi eld. Let me begin by pointing 
out the U.S. Ordnance Dept. tested the 
Nambu for accuracy following WWII 
and it outshot the Colt .45, the P-38 and 
the Tokarev. 

Yes, the Nambu is rather unfamiliar 
looking, and it has its idiosyncrasies, but it 
points like an English setter, and it sports a 
trigger that approaches match quality.

Variations
Three distinct models of the Nambu 

pistol include the original and relatively 
rare “Papa” Nambu designed by Colonel 
Kijiro Nambu issued in 1904. It looks 
very similar to the later Type 14, but 
incorporates a grip safety, tangent rear 
sight (some had detachable shoulder 
stocks), single recoil spring and other 
less distinctive differences. It is cham-
bered for the concurrently developed 
8mm Nambu pistol round, a semi-rim-
less, bottleneck cartridge featuring a 
102-grain FMJ bullet at 950-1,050 feet 
per second. 

The second variation, one of the rarest 
of all military pistols, is the “Baby” 
Nambu. The Baby is a perfectly scaled 
down version of the “Papa” Nambu in 
every detail, chambered for a scaled down 
7mm bottleneck cartridge launching a 
56-grain FMJ at 800 fps. Little is known 
about the number produced or to whom 
it was issued other than to high ranking 
offi cers. Leithe, in his book, Japanese 
Hand Guns, observes that the Baby was 

conventional methods. Nevertheless, a 
picture of Ruger’s prototype “Baby” 
appears on page 48 of Wilson’s Ruger 
& His Guns. 

And, who knows, while the inspiration 
for the overall look of the Ruger Mark 1 
Automatic is normally associated with the 
Luger, there are more Nambu-like quali-
ties lurking in Ruger’s design such as the 
barrel and barrel extension, reciprocating 
bolt and grooved cocking piece.

The third variation of the Nambu is 
the common Type 14 brought home in 
large quantities by returning GIs. Brian 
Murphy’s gunshop in Tucson recently had 
two Type 14’s in nice condition priced 
from $400 to $450. It is estimated that 
approximately 272,000 or so Nambus 

SURPLUS LOCKER HOLT BODINSON

THE TYPE 14 NAMBU
Great pistol but a lousy cartridge.
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Below (left to right): Each Type 14 carries the month and year of its production on the frame. “18.7” 
indicates a date of July, 1943. The Type 14 sports an awkward safety that must be operated with the 
non-shooting hand. Turned toward the muzzle, it’s “OFF.”  Securing the lip of the follower in the maga-
zine notch compresses the spring to facilitate loading. Late Type 14’s feature a magazine retention 
spring that also releases the compressed magazine spring.

The 8mm Nambu 
(left) is a bottle-
necked pistol 
cartridge, much like 
— but less powerful 
than — the 7.62 
Tokarev (right).

personally selected by the Emperor to be 
his offi cial presentation pistol. It was that 
special a design. 

One of the interesting sidelights to 
the “Baby” Nambu story is that Bill 
Ruger had two in his personal collec-
tion. He copied the “Baby” concept, 
making two more, although both were 
in .22 rather than 7mm. Ruger consid-
ered his “Baby” Nambus too conceal-
able and, before getting into the casting 
business, too expensive to produce by 

Above: Imperial Japan fi elded a great pistol — the Nambu Type 14. (Battle fl ag and samurai swords cour-
tesy of Murphy’s Gun Shop, Tucson, AZ) 
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1) Ensure the chamber and magazine 
is empty, the gun cocked, the safety off, 
and the magazine removed, push in on the 
striker spring guide (pin in the center of the 
cocking piece) and unscrew the cocking 
piece. Reassembly comment: Note the 
tear shaped stud on the shaft of the striker 
spring guide and the tear shaped hole in 
the cocking piece. They must be mated 
when screwing the cocking piece back 
on. 2) Shake out the striker spring guide, 
striker spring and striker. 3) Remove both 
grip panels by removing the retaining screw 

and lifting up from the bottom of the panel 
to free it from under the frame. Push in the 
magazine release button when removing 
the left panel. 4) Place the muzzle down 
against a solid surface and push the barrel 
assembly back until it stops. Push in on the 
magazine release button and pull down on 
the trigger guard assembly until it’s free 
of the frame. 5) Pull the barrel assembly 
forward and lift it up and off the frame. 6) 
Remove the bolt, locking block, and twin 
recoil springs from the barrel extension. 7) 
Reassemble in reverse order.

Due to its excellent design and economy of parts, fi eld stripping the 
Type 14 is simple and can be accomplished without tools. While you 
have it apart, I would suggest replacing the twin recoil springs and 
the striker spring with new springs from the W.C. Wolff Co. 

$

DISASSEMBLY OF NAMBU TYPE 14
were produced at the Nagoya and Kokura 
arsenals, so they’re not uncommon.

What’s In A Name?
The Type 14 gets its name from a 

Japanese calendar system, which starts 
anew with the enthronement of every 
new Emperor. The Type 14 was offi -
cially adopted in 1925 — the 14th year 
of Emperor Taisho’s reign that began in 
1911. Taisho, by the way, was the father 
of Hirohito. The Japanese ideograms 
appearing on the left rear of the receiver 
translate into “14 Year Type.”

The Type 14 is essentially a simpler 
and easier to manufacture Papa Nambu. 
It’s still a 4.7" barreled recoil operated, 
locked breech, semiauto pistol, holds 8 
rounds, weighs approximately two pounds. 
The Papa’s grip safety was replaced by 
a frame-mounted safety lever above the 
trigger on the left side and Papa’s single 
recoil spring and exterior milled spring 
housing was replaced by two recoil springs 
positioned internally riding in slots milled 
along either side of the bolt. The cocking 
piece, bolt lock and fi ring pin spring guide 
were also simplifi ed.

One common misconception is the Type 
14 is crudely made. The Type 14 pictured 
in this article with the Japanese fl ag inletted 
into its grip was made in July, 1943. Crude 
it isn’t. With the exception of pistols manu-
factured during the last year or so of WWII, 
the Type 14 exhibits excellent workman-
ship, machining, fi t and fi nish. Most Type 
14’s encountered are nicely polished and 
rust blued. Many examples exhibit straw 
hardening colors on the safety lever, trigger, 
sear and magazine release button. The ser-
rated wooden grips are made of either 
mahogany or walnut.

Date The Nambu
Determining the production date of 

a Nambu is easy because the month and 
the year are stamped on the right rear of 
the frame. Illustrated is the date “18.7” 
preceded by an ideogram. The “18” signi-
fi es the 18th year of the Showa reign that 
began in 1925, so you must add 25 to the 
18 which adds up to the year 1943. Simple, 
eh? The second digit “7” is the 7th month 
— July in this case — July, 1943.  

Two variations of the Type 14 typically 
encountered are distinguished by their 
triggerguards. The earlier variation has 
a small triggerguard and generally lacks 
a magazine safety. After Japan’s combat 
experience in the Chinese and Manchurian 
winters, the triggerguard was punched 
out to a generous glove size in 1939 and 
a magazine safety was added. The other 
difference is internal. The locking block of 
the earlier model is solid and mated with 
a long fi ring pin. The later locking block 
is grooved through for a shorter fi ring pin. 
The parts are not interchangeable. 

Another intriguing variation and design 
found in later pistols is a magazine spring 
retention and release system. In use, the 

magazine follower button is depressed 
until a lip on the follower engages an 
open slot at the base of the magazine. 
Holding the magazine horizontally, you 
then slide 8 rounds of 8mm into the 
magazine. You’re not fi ghting any maga-
zine spring tension at all. Inserting the 
magazine back in the pistol, you squeeze 
the exposed leaf spring at the front of 
the grip, which releases the compressed 
magazine spring and follower. Pretty neat 
idea. It’s the ultimate thumb saver. 

That same frame-mounted spring also 
puts pressure on the magazine body, so 
that if the magazine release button is acci-
dentally punched, the magazine will not 
drop all the way out. 

One of the idiosyncrasies of the Type 
14 is the magazine follower. It is the 
only mechanism holding the bolt open 
when the pistol is empty. Withdrawing the 
magazine allows the bolt to slam shut. I 
assume this design is a safety feature to 
insure that the chamber is left empty until 
the bolt is purposely manipulated after 
loading a fresh clip.  

Sights And Such
The sights of the Type 14 offer a 

unique and interesting sight picture. The 
front sight is an inverted “V” dovetailed 
into an integral base at the muzzle and 
is adjustable for windage. The fi xed rear 
sight is milled integral with the rear of the 
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frame. The notch is wide at the 
bottom and narrow at the top. The 
resulting sight picture is a bit odd, 
but it works. Very late in the war, 
the rear sight was changed to a 
simple square notch, and the maga-
zine safety dispensed with.  

The barrel and the barrel exten-
sion housing the bolt run inside the 
Nambu frame. The bolt is locked to 
the barrel extension by a swinging 
locking block attached to the under-
side of the barrel extension seated in 
place by a cam and spring arrange-
ment. Upon fi ring, the barrel and 
barrel extension recoil slightly to the 
rear unlocking the block and permit-
ting the bolt to continue rearward, 
ejecting the fi red case and cocking 
the fi ring pin. The twin recoil springs 
on either side of the bolt return the 
bolt to battery, stripping off a fresh 
round into the chamber.

Danger!
Here’s the rub. Like the German 

P-38, the Nambu can be assembled 
and fi red without the locking block 
in place. Unless you love living 
dangerously, it’s a bad and poten-
tially dangerous thing to do. Like all 
surplus arms, the Nambu should be 
fi eldstripped and inspected before 
taking it to the range. In the case 
of the Type 14, you can also check 
visually for the locking block by 
shining a fl ashlight into the rectan-
gular slot just below the lanyard ring 
on the back of the frame. Ah, but if 
you’ve never seen a Nambu locking 
block before, how do you know 
what you’re looking at? You don’t. 
Fieldstrip it to be safe.

The Type 14 is an easy and pleasant 
pistol to shoot. The grip-to-frame angle 
makes it a natural pointer. In spite of 
its rather light barrel, the Nambu bal-
ances well because the mass of the 
gun is centered at the grip. The Nambu 
trigger is a joy, with a pull running 
about 3.5 pounds. It’s by far the best 
trigger on any surplus military pistol 
I’ve ever shot. As you might expect, 
the recoil generated by a cartridge 
pushing a 102-grain bullet at 950 fps 
is exceedingly mild.

The only awkward mechanical fea-
ture of the Type 14 is the safety is 
rotated off-and-on a full 180 degrees 
with your non-shooting hand. “OFF,” 

by the way, is with the safety lever 
pointing toward the muzzle. 

Stoking The Nambu
As far as I know, the Old Western 

Scrounger and Buffalo Arms are 
the only current sources of fresh 
8mm Nambu ammunition. The Old 
Western Scrounger currently offers 
load with a 106-grain plated lead 
bullet at $42.95 per 50 rounds and 
Buffalo Arms, an 85-grain plated 
bullet at $49.50 per 50 rounds. 

New 8mm Nambu brass and the 
proper .320" Nambu bullets are avail-
able from Graf & Sons, Huntington, 
Old Western Scrounger and Buffalo 
Arms. Another source for beauti-
fully cast .321" Nambu bullets in 80- 
and 102-grains is Liberty Shooting 
Supplies. In fact, check out Liberty 
for any cast bullet need. They rou-
tinely stock many of those hard-to-
fi nd, odd-ball calibers. The best deal 
in reloading dies ($68) are the CH/4-
D dies carried by the Old Western 
Scrounger and Buffalo Arms.

Reloads
I have never reloaded the Nambu, 

but Charles Petty, our handloading 
editor has. He recommends keeping 
velocity under 1,000 fps with both 
the plated lead and plain cast bullets. 
The cast 102-grain 8mm Nambu 
bullet from Liberty driven at 900-
950 fps produced the best accuracy 
of 2" or less at 25 yards. Petty’s 
data shows that velocity range being 
achieved with 3.0 grains of Bullseye; 
3.5 grains of W-W 231; or 3.5 grains 
of Unique. His most accurate 106-
grain plated lead bullet load consists 
of 3.6 grains of W-W 231. Loaded 
overall length with the 102- or 106-
grain bullets is 1.25" to 1.30".

Accuracy? I found that the plated 
lead bullet loaded by the Old Western 
Scrounger at 1,015 fps not especially 
accurate, averaging 3" to 4" at 25 
yards. That is the only load I have 
ever shot in my Type 14, which is in 
mint condition. It should be capable 
of better groups than that. I sus-
pect that carefully tailored handloads 
would cut the groups in half.

So get those old Type 14 Nambus 
out, appreciate their design and 
workmanship in a new light, check 
for those locking blocks, and head 
for the range! $
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Well, sure, since you ask, I suppose 
you could clean your rifle with Jack 
Daniels and oil it with Quaker State.

But don’t blame me when your next 
shot rainbows over the 12-point buck cen-
tered in your crosshairs and hits a stoplight 
the next county over instead.

You want meat in the freezer, friend, 
you’ve got to do something with ol’ Thunder 
besides shoot it. You need to keep it clean. 
Whether you’re a hunter, police sniper or 
plain ol’ Earl teaching his kid to ventilate a 
tin can, a few minutes spent with the proper 
rods, brushes and chemicals pays off big in 
marksmanship and reliability. 

Besides, the kid will not be impressed 
when your gun goes “flup” instead of 
“bang.” She’ll rat you out to her buddies, 
who’ll haw-haw the news to their dads, 
who’ll make immense fun of you at the 
next meeting of Neighborhood Watch. So, 
avoid such Dad-ly doom and clean your 
rifles every time you shoot.

But that’s easy to say, isn’t it? Exactly 
how does one do the cleaning? What 
equipment does one choose when there’s 
more solvents, lubes and “absolute guar-

to clean, lubricate and protect perfectly. 
• The serious gunnies, the ones who 

shoot 600-yard cleans at high-power 
matches, are correct: the combination  of 
Kano Kroil Oil and J-B Bore Cleaning 
Compound is worth every huzzah. This 
“dream team” from Brownells removed 
every speck of barrel crud without eating 
into the metal underneath. I really like it.

• One-piece cleaning rods work 
better than sectionals. Yes, one-pieces 
are impossible to stuff in a range bag. 
But the screw-joints of sectionals are 
relatively weak and will snap if you push 
too hard (I did). Those joints also collect 
crud and bullet shavings no matter how 
hard you close them. 

• Carbon-fiber or graphite rods are 
better than steel. The former, while pricier, 
are much softer than steel and won’t 
scratch barrel and crown. Stay away from 
brass or aluminum rods. Brass rods can 
hold abrasive gunk and harm the rifling. 
Aluminum does, too, and on top of that, it 
doesn’t rust, it oxidizes. Aluminum oxide 
makes great sandpaper. ’Nuff said.

• Clean rods thoroughly before each use 

anteed sure-fire” cleaning techniques out 
there than Jed Clampett’s dog has fleas?

Point taken. So, I grabbed all my rifles, 
put hundreds of rounds downrange, and 
de-crudded the filthy bores, chambers, 
actions and bolts with every commercial 
solvent, lubricant and rust-protectant I 
could lay my hands on. You name it, I 
stunk up my basement with it: Hoppe’s, 
Shooter’s Choice, Otis, Break-Free, 
Sweet’s, Tetra, Blue Wonder, Kleen-Bore, 
Pro-Gold, Sentry, Kroil and J-B. (And for 
grins, a bottle of Mr. Clean, which didn’t 
work for beans.) I wound up with a sore 
shoulder, a mountain of brass, and several 
useful observations: 

• Every commercial product worked fine. 
Meaning you can buy whatever you want and 
be assured of a clean, well-lubed firearm.

• All-in-one products like Break-Free 
CLP get the job done, but it’s better to 
use a separate chemical for each leg of 
the cleaning triad: Hoppe’s Bench Rest 
solvent, Tetra Gun lubricant and Sentry 
Tuf-Cloth protectant, for instance. All-in-
ones are more convenient, especially in the 
field, but it’s tough for any single product 
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Gun feel like mud? 
Get rid of the CRUD!

The GUNS guide to rifle cleaning.

Shane Gericke

Airline captain Dave 
Moss and professional 
hunter Schalk van 
Heerden of Bush African 
Safaris show off the 
53-inch-horn Kudu that 
Moss took with his 
meticulously maintained 
Blaser in .338 WinMag. 



to remove hidden dirt and shavings. Use a 
bore guide to center the rod and a muzzle 
shield or rod guide to protect the end rifling 
if you must clean from the muzzle.

• Brass, bronze, synthetic and natural-
bristle brushes scrub equally well, assuming 
you buy quality ones. But some solvents eat 
soft metals like Hershey bars. Moral: Buy a 
few of each type and experiment.

• Use synthetic or brass jags and 
tips. They’re softer than barrel steel and 
won’t scratch.

• Read the manual before field-strip-
ping to clean. The factory that built your 
rifle knows how to disassemble it without 
stripping threads or breaking pins. 

• Clean from chamber to muzzle to 
keep flushed crud out of the action, trigger 
and gas assemblies. Moving parts will give 
payback for disrespect.

• Don’t scrub like you’re getting rid of 
lice. “Over cleaning the barrel can cause 
groups to shift or unexpectedly grow in 
size,” warns firearms expert David Funk. 
“It can take 20 or more shots to settle the 
barrel back down.” Clean thoroughly, but 
don’t obsess.

• Navy SEALS rub their weapons with 
Sentry Solutions’ Tuf-Cloth. So do I. Its 
dry-film protectant repels dust, sand and 
other crud that sticks to “wet” oils and sili-
cones. Critical in a fine-sand environment 
like, say, Iraq. 

• I wear long sleeves, latex gloves, 
eye protection and a respirator (not just 
a paint mask) while cleaning. The root of 
“solvent” is “dissolve,” and these harsh 
chemicals will damage eyeballs, skin and 
nasal passages if you let them. When I was 
a kid, my dad used muriatic acid to clean 
hard-water stains from the family bathtub. 
Being a tough cop and war veteran, he 
didn’t wear a mask against the fumes. 
For the past 40 years he hasn’t smelled a 
thing. Just like ear and eye protection at 
the range, wear skin and nose protection at 
the cleaning bench.

But those, of course, are all part of the 
cure. Let’s take a look at the disease.

Lousy stinkin’ crud
“The Crud” is my pet name for the 

copper, lead, carbon, moly and other burnt 
offerings that lard your bore after the bul-
lets quit flying. Its known aliases are Crap, 
Gunk, Ick and &#@*!  

Whatever you call it, the stuff comes 
from bullets scraping against the bore. 
It’s like getting your car up to speed then 
jamming on the brakes. The long black 
stripes coming off your smoking tires are 
skid marks. 

Same thing in your gun barrel. When 
you pull the trigger, your MatchKing zips 
down the bore even faster than a speeding 
Corvette. It scrapes as it spins, leaving the 
cruddy amalgam, which in turn is flash-
fried by the burning primer and black or 
smokeless powder. A handful of shots and 
your fresh-groomed lands and grooves are 
lumpier than grandma’s pancakes, altering 

the flight paths of subsequent shots.
Which is why your trophy buck is 

hanging on that other guy’s wall. 

Turpentine and tallow
None of this is new, of course; German 

monk Berthold Schwartz, who invented 
the gun in the 1300s, undoubtedly made 
the cleaning kit his very next invention. 
Black powder, which ruled till smokeless 
arrived in the late 19th Century, was a 
messy affair. W.W. Greener, in his 1876 
book, Choke-Bore Guns and How to Load 
for All Kinds of Game says, “Snap action 
guns are required to be kept perfectly clean 
or the barrels will not close properly.” 

But their cleaners and lubes would look 
more at home today in a kitchen.

“Boiling water, or at least hot water, was 
most common,” David Kennedy, curator of 
the Cody Firearms Museum in Wyoming, 
says of riflemen of the mid-1800s, “And 
some sort of oil afterwards, either natural 
or petroleum-based. Sperm (whale) oil 

was favored by many.”
Ditto turpentine and tallow.
“For cleaning the interior of gun-bar-

rels, turpentine will be found to be very 
effective,” Greener wrote in Choke-Bore. 
“Care must be taken to wipe them well; 
then apply an oily rag, this will prevent 
rusting; but washing with hot water is a 
good plan before putting the gun away. 
Hot water applied to the outside of bar-
rels will kill rust without injury to the 
browning (gun finish). We use only tur-
pentine and oil to clean our guns at the 
wear-and-tear trials, 15 minutes only being 
allowed between each 100 shots; the gun 
came out perfectly bright and clean.

“Tallow (animal fat rendered into slick, 
whitish lumps) is a good thing to apply to 
the wearing-parts of a breech action, also for 
strikers, as it will not clog so soon as oil.”

As for hardware, “many of the cartridge 
longarms came with their own sectional 
cleaning rods,” Kennedy tells me. “Some 
of these had a wire brush on one end and 
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For this assignment, I begged, bor-
rowed and bought as many rifle 
maintenance compounds as I could 

lay my hands on. They are Hoppe’s No. 9, 
Bench Rest, and Elite cleaners; Hoppe’s 
Lubricating Oil; Break-Free CLP; Shooter’s 
Choice Bore Cleaner and Polymer Safe 
Degreaser; Sweet’s 7.62 Solvent; Tetra Gun 
Action Blaster and Lubricant; Otis Premium 
Bore Cleaner; Kleen-Bore No. 10 Copper 
Cutter and Formula 3 Gun Conditioner; 
Blue Wonder Gun Cleaner and Armadillo 
Preservative; Pro-Gold Lubricant; Sentry 
Solutions Smooth-Kote Dry Gun Lubricant, 
BP-2000 Powder Dry Lubricant and Tuf-
Cloth Dry Protectant; Kano’s Kroil Oil, and 
J-B Bore Cleaning Compound. 

My shoot ‘n’ clean rifles were a custom 
Ruger Mini-14 in .223; Kel-Tec SU-16, also 

in .223; Springfield Armory M1A Socom-
16 in 7.62mm.; pre-’64 Winchester 94 in 
.30-30; and 1960s-era Winchester 255 in 
.22 WMR. 

An assortment of brushes, jags, mops 
and other cleanware was provided by 
Hoppe’s/Michael’s of Oregon, as were 
the one-piece and jointed stainless-steel, 
aluminum and graphite cleaning rods. 
Brownell’s provided a ProTec carbon-fiber 
cleaning rod and its dandy two-pack of 
Kroil and J-B.

And finally, Dominic Incavo, head of 
Midwest Sports in Downers Grove, Illinois, 
lent me the services of customer rep 
Bruce Spada, who cleaned a Remington 
700 R-5 Mil-Spec .308 bolt-action for 
some of the photos here. My thanks to all 
to helped. 

RIFLES AND CLEANERS AND LUBES, OH MY!

We tested dozens of cleaning, lubrication and protection products on these five rifles: Kel-Tec SU-
16 (front, extended bipod) .223; Springfield Armory Socom-16 in .308 (left); Winchester 94 .30-30; 
Winchester 255 in .22 WMR; and customized Ruger Mini-14 in .223.
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vents and oil choices.
6. Wipe all exterior metal with oil or 

rust protectant. 

Expert cleaning 
I am not one of those rarified folks 

who harvest African kudu and clean high-
power matches. So I turned to one who 
does: David E. Funk, a Northwest Airlines 
captain who’s a federally certified armed 
pilot, an aviation and security consul-
tant, former military attack helicopter 
pilot, hunter of varmint to big-game, 
high-power competitor, and lover of all 
things gunny. He agreed to share how he 
cleans his prized equipment, including 
his Krieger-barreled custom AR-15 DCM 
service rifle. 

“Having shot several 500- and 600-
yard cleans during high-power matches, 
and more prairie dogs and gophers than 
can be counted with most eight-digit cal-
culators, I can say that proper barrel 
cleaning is critical to optimum and con-
sistent performance,” he says, especially 
with the moly-coated bullets he uses. 
“My best results have come with the fol-
lowing steps: First, I push through three 
patches coated with Kroil Oil, one wet 
followed by one dry,” for a total of six 
patches. “Then, I use J-B bore paste on a 
patch, for 10 strokes,” repeating a second 
time with fresh patch and paste. “I follow 
that with another three passes of one wet 
and one dry patch with Kroil.” He wipes 
down everything else, ensures the barrel 
has cooled enough to bring back his zero, 
“then it’s back to work in the dog town.”

There you have it. There are as many 
ways to clean a gun as there are to skin 
a cat.

a slot for a cloth on the other. Some folks 
used a simple version of today’s bore 
snake — a weighted string tied to ball or 
similar item, around which cloth or a wire 
mesh could be set.”

“That’s how Jesse James cleaned his 
guns, right?” I asked, fishing for a cute 
yarn of the hardened bank robber boiling 
up a sheep’s heinie to make his tallow. 

Kennedy laughed. “As for the famous 
folks, those records don’t exist,” he said. “No 
one would have asked a gunfighter how to 
clean your guns. They would want instead to 
find out how to shoot better, faster, etc.”

I hate when facts get in the way of a good 
story. So let’s fast-forward to getting your 
rifles clean. Here’re three techniques that 
cover the waterfront from E-Z to Expert:

One-step cleaning
Best known of the all-in-one cleaner-

lubricant-protectants is Break-Free, the 
official CLP of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Here’s how to use it:

1. Shake well, saturate cotton patches, 
coat bore, mechanisms and metal surfaces.

2. Allow to soak for a couple minutes 
(if rifle’s lightly cruddy) to a couple hours 
(medium crud) to overnight (heavy crud). 
Unlike lung-busting ammoniated solvents 
like Sweet’s 7.62, Break-Free won’t etch 
the metal if left on too long. 

3. Wipe everything clean with patches, 
Q-Tips and lint-free towels, removing both 
CLP and lifted crud. 

4. Drip Break-Free onto a bore brush 
and scrub. Follow with dry patches. 
Repeat until patches come clean. Pay 
extra attention to the chamber, which 
gets the most fouling. A dedicated 
chamber brush helps.

5. Wipe down everything with a light coat 
of Break-Free. Its Teflon-based lubrication 
and rust protection start immediately, but 
will be at full strength in two hours.

Multi-step cleaning
  From Kleen-Bore’s Copper Cutter to 

Hoppe’s Lubricating Oil to Blue Wonder’s 
Armadillo to Sentry Solutions’ Smooth-
Kote, serious gunnies like to match their 
chemicals to their particular calibers, 
loads, powders and bullet jackets (copper, 
moly, etc.). Here’s my procedure:

1. Soak patch with solvent. Swab bore. 
Repeat with fresh patch and solvent. Let 
soak 10 minutes. 

2. Drip solvent onto bore brush, run 
back and forth 10 times.

3. Soak fresh patch with solvent. Run 
through twice. Do the same with dry patches. 
It’s important to remove all traces of solvent, 
as it can corrode the barrel if left too long.

4. If dry patches are still dirty — black 
for carbon, green for copper, any colors or 
stains in fact — repeat steps 1 through 4. 
Then swab barrel with lubricant-soaked 
patch. (Dry-patch away the lubricant prior 
to your next shooting, though.)

5. Clean bolt, trigger assembly and rest 
of gun per manufacturer’s specifications. 
Some mechanisms are finicky about sol- $

Even a little bit of care would have saved this 
antique Winchester 1876 from death by corrosion. 
What could have been collector-grade is now mere 
wall-hanger. 

A synthetic muzzle protector keeps cleaning rods 
from damaging lands and grooves of guns cleaned 
only from the muzzle. 
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In the modern era of action movies, 
both good and bad guys have been 
armed with a Desert Eagle and Dirty 

Harry used both the Smith & Wesson .44 
Magnum and the .44 Auto Mag to good 
effect. Remember how difficult it was to 
find a Smith .44 Magnum after Dirty Harry 
arrived? However, for effect, no one has 
ever topped Paul Kersey.

Charles Bronson as Paul Kersey helped 
rid the big city of bad guys using a Smith 
& Wesson double action .32 in the movie 
Death Wish. By Death Wish III, there were 
so many bad guys Kersey found it necessary 
to take a great step up in power as he intro-
duced the evil ones to his “friend Wildey.” 
Wildey was the type of friend that never 
lets a fellow down; Wildey was his street 
and alley cleaner chambered in .475 Wildey 
Magnum. I lost track of how many bad guys 
Kersey’s friend eliminated. It was surely the 
longest-running gunfight until the recent 
Western movie, Open Range. Wildey Moore, 
owner of Wildey, says every time Death Wish 
III shows up on cable, he gets orders for his 
.475 Wildey Magnum.   

Who Do You Trust?
Wildey J. Moore first introduced his 

Wildey Magnum autoloading pistol in the 
1970s with that first example chambered 
in the then relatively new .45 Winchester 

Magnum or, as it is most commonly referred 
to, the .45 Win Mag. As so often happens 
with new gunmaking ventures, Moore found 
the operation consumed money faster than I 
can make a pepperoni pizza disappear. More 
money had to be raised so Wildey issued 

stock. Unfortunately for him, he trusted 
the wrong people and soon found himself 
with only 25 percent of the stock. Other 
stockholders banded together and he was 
forced out of the company. What the control-
lers did not understand was a very simple 

The slide and bolt are 
independent of the 
barrel allowing the 
Wildey to be very flex-
ible when changing 
barrel length or caliber.
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WTHE 

ILDEY SILDEY S
A MAN-SIZED Magnum Semiauto Pistol.

John Taffin

Interchangeable 
front sight blades 
are mounted 
on the vent rib 
and available in 
several styles.

Wildey Moore shows 
Charles Bronson the ins and 
outs of the Wildey Magnum.
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SURVIVOR SURVIVOR 

Wildey owners generally learn reloading 
to “feed the beast.” The company 
offers ammo, dies, brass and leather.
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fact: Without Wildey there was no Wildey 
Magnum and within a year they declared 
bankruptcy. That was 1983 and it would take 
several years for Wildey to regain control of 
his own company.

The Really Big Bores Arrive
During those intervening years Wildey 

designed a new cartridge for his Wildey 
Magnum, the .475 WM (Wildey Magnum). 
The timing could not be better as this 
was the same time shooters were really 
becoming interested in very powerful big-
bore cartridges such as the .454 Casull and 
John Linebaugh’s .475 and .500 sixgun 
cartridges. For his .475, Wildey trimmed 
.284 Winchester brass back to just under 
1.300" loading it with 250- and 300-grain 
bullets at 1,800 and 1,600 feet per second 
making it a true powerhouse pistol. Since 
the .284 Winchester has same rim size as 
the .45 ACP/.45 Win Mag, the original .45 
Wildey Magnum was already set up to 
accept the new chambering.

Today Wildey, Inc. is up, running and 
healthy providing Wildey Magnums in 
the original .45 Win Mag as well as the 
.475 Wildey Magnum, the .44 Auto Mag, 
and the newest offering the .45 Wildey 
Magnum, which is the .475 necked down 
to .45 caliber. All four calibers use the 
same size rim (with the .44 being based on 
the .308 Winchester case) and are offered 
in barrel lengths of 8", 10", 12", 14", and 
18" with the latter available as a carbine 
version. In addition to these options, the 
.45 Win Mag and .44 Auto Mag cham-
bering are also offered in easier to carry 
5", 6", and 7" versions. Make no mistake, 
these are not lightweight, easy-packin’ 
pistols considering they weigh in excess 
of four pounds. They are also necessarily 
large and when I grip the Wildey the tip 
of my thumb just barely reaches the tip of 
my middle finger. This is not a problem, 
at least for me, as shooting the Wildey is a 
two-handed proposition.

Several versions of the Wildey Magnum 
are also offered such as the Survivor, 
Survivor Guardsman, Hunter, and Hunter 
Guardsman, as well as a long-barreled 
Silhouette Pistol. The Guardsman examples 
have triggerguards with a squared off front 
instead of the traditional rounded profile. 
All Wildey Magnums offer interchangeable 
barrels, interchangeable front sight blades, 
fully adjustable sights, and even the ability 
to interchange calibers. Grips are checkered 
walnut and at first glance I expected the 
recoil to be such the checkering would eat 
my hand alive; it does not.

Unique Features
There are several unique features found 

on the Wildey Magnum, which, by the way, 
is of all stainless steel construction polished 
bright, except for the matte finish found on 
the Hunter versions. The sighting system fea-
tures a full-length ventilated barrel rib and, 
unlike other large caliber semi-automatics, 
the Wildey Magnum has a double-action 

Controls are in the 
normal place for an 
auto pistol. That is, if 
any gun this size can be 
considered normal.
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trigger mechanism coupled with a hammer 
block, trigger block, and rebounding firing 
pin. If the pistol is cocked and one decides 
not to fire, a lever on the left side de-cocks 
the Wildey Magnum.

The Wildey Magnum is a gas operated, 
semiautomatic and here’s where it really 
gets interesting. The Wildey pistol is able 
to handle all of the above cartridges in their 
full-house loading as well as lighter loads 
and still operate reliably due to the unique-
est (yes I know there is no such word, 
however it certainly describes the situation) 
feature of the Wildey Magnum. Wildey 
says, “the Wildey patented gas system is an 
air-hydraulic piston powered by the firing 
gases through six small holes in the barrel. 
This piston forces the slide rearward, initi-
ating the cycling of the pistol.”

Just forward of the receiver is a round 
knurled button of sorts that tapers to the 
front to become the same basic size as the 
barrel. This is the gas regulator. As Wildey 
says, opening or closing the gas regulator 
adds just the degree of “kick” the piston 
gives the slide. Reducing this kick slows 
down the slide, while increasing it forces 
the slide to move faster. If the slide does 
not move fast enough it will not reach its 
farthest rearward travel and does not pick 
up the next cartridge in the magazine. 
Different barrel lengths also require dif-
fering amounts of gas pressure. So in 
effect, with the gas regulator, each shooter 
is able to custom tune his Wildey Magnum 
to the power of the cartridge. 

To regulate the gas operation, car-
tridges are loaded singly and directly into 
the chamber, this requires the magazine to 
be inserted as the Wildey has a magazine 
disconnect safety, and as each round is 
fired the gas regulator is adjusted until 
the slide stop locks the slide open. Once 
this is determined, a full magazine should 
then be fired and if any cartridges do not 
feed because of short recoil of the slide, 
the regulator is turned counterclockwise 
one more click.

No Brass Kickin’ Here!
I found a great advantage to this system 

to be custom regulating. I do not like to 
chase brass. By setting the gas regulator at 

the right level and putting the empty maga-
zine in place I could feed cartridges one at a 
time directly into the chamber and the brass 
would not extract fully even though the slide 
was locked open. A shake of the gun and 
the cartridge would drop out exactly where 
I wanted it to land. Then when using the 
magazine I could re-set the regulator so car-
tridges would feed and extract reliably. Very 
handy! In fact I could set it so almost every 
cartridge ejected would land in my shirt 
pocket. Now that is really handy!!

The Potent .45 Win Mag
The .45 Winchester Magnum finally 

arrived in the late 1970s after a couple 
years of teasing us with several announce-
ments about its soon-to-arrive status. 
Shorter than either the .44 Magnum or 
.45 Colt, it is basically an elongated .45 
ACP, which is fine. However, it was handi-
capped at the start by only being offered 
with the same 230-grain Full Metal Jacket 
bullet as the .45 ACP. Even though fac-
tory loads were in the .44 Magnum level 
traveling at approximately 1,400 fps, the 
230-grain FMJ was not what most people 
would choose as a hunting bullet.

Personally, before shooting the Wildey, I 
have had experience with the .45 Winchester 
Magnum in all three basic handgun types, 
revolver, semi-automatic, and single-shot. 
Those three were the Dan Wesson .460, the $

AMT AutoMag and LAR Grizzly and the 
Thompson/Center Contender. With proper 
loads and bullets it has proven to be both an 
accurate and sufficiently powerful cartridge 
for handgun hunting. 

For test-firing the 10" barreled .45 
Win Mag chambered Wildey Survivor, I 
used three factory loads I had on hand. 
Those loads are Black Hills 250-grain 
JHP with a muzzle velocity of 1,407 fps, 
Cor-Bon’s 230-grain FMJ at 1,471 fps, 
and Winchester’s 260-grain JHP at 1,353 
fps. Accuracy was excellent with the 
first two in my hands, placing four shots 
in 1½  " and Winchester’s load coming 
in just under 1". For a big-bore pistol at 
this stage of my life that is outstanding 
performance. One of the really positive 
attributes of the Wildey Survivor and a 
major factor in coming up with excel-
lent accuracy is the fact the sights are 
big, bold and black, making them much 
easier for me to see. The Wildey Survivor 
can also be scoped using a Wildey base, 
however it requires drilling and tapping 
the ventilated rib. If I were to use it for 
hunting other than close range — 50 
yards or less — I would definitely scope 
it. In addition to the scope base, Wildey 
also offers loading dies, ammunition 
— except for the .45 Win Mag, which is 
readily available — and custom leather 
for each of the Wildey Magnums.

The Wildey is double-action 
semiauto with frame-
mounted decocking lever.

WILDEY, INC.
45 Angevine Road, Warren CT 06754

(860) 355-9000, www.wildeyguns.com.

 ACTION TYPE: Double action semiauto 
 CALIBER: .45 Win Mag (Also .44 Auto 
  Mag, .45 Wildey Magnum, 
  .475 Wildey Magnum)
 CAPACITY: 6+1
 BARREL LENGTH: 10" (tested, others available)
 OVERALL LENGTH: 14"

 WEIGHT: 72 ounces
 FINISH: Polished stainless steel
 SIGHTS: Adjustable rear, ramp front on 
  ventilated ribbed barrel
 GRIPS: Checkered Walnut
 PRICE: $1,549.95
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Every student of American Western 
history has heard of The Battle of 
Adobe Walls. The general conception 

goes this way. On June 27, 1874 a horde 
of Comanche, Cheyenne, and Kiowa war-
riors descended on a trading post in the 
Texas panhandle but were defeated by 
only 28 white men and one woman. The 
primary reason such a small band of 
defenders could overcome a large party 
of experienced warriors is attributed to 
the fact the 28 men were buffalo hunters. 
That meant they were expert marksmen 
equipped with the finest long-range rifles 
of the day. Consequently they were able 
to keep the warriors at bay, inflicting 
numerous casualties on them in doing so. 
At the end of the battle the famous buf-
falo hunter/marksman Billy Dixon shot 
an Indian off his horse at the amazing 
distance of 1,538 yards. 

Reality was a bit different. The “horde” 
of Indians probably amounted to no more 
than 200 to 300 warriors, many of them 
youngsters on their first warpath. Of the 
28 buffalo hunters/expert marksmen, about 
half were professional hunters. The rest 
of the white men present were skinners, 
cooks, bartenders, blacksmiths, clerks, 
and wagon drivers. In fact, the actual 
number of white men at Adobe Walls 
when the Indians struck cannot be ascer-
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Archaeologists found many .44-77 cases at 
Adobe Walls. These two single shot rifles from 
the 1870s are in that caliber: top is a Model 
1874 Sharps and bottom is a Remington No. 1 
Rolling Block. Both rifles date from the 1870s.

Billy Dixon is buried at Adobe Walls. 



  

The settlement at Adobe Walls, 
Texas, came about because a few 
merchants perceived an economic 

opportunity in taking supplies to buffalo 
hunters instead of having them come 
the 150 miles north to Dodge City. There 
were some adobe ruins in the area, which 
counted for the name; the actual build-
ings in the short-lived trading post were 
constructed of wood or sod or a combi-
nation thereof. Starting in early spring 
1874 the partnership of Charlie Myers 
and Fred Leonard began the first building, 
complete with a 200' x 300' hide yard 
with 8’ high stockade-type fence enclo-
sure. Bordering the hide yard were three 
buildings comprising a mess hall, store 
and stable. Their buildings were made of 
cottonwood logs set on end in the ground 
and chinked with mud. 

Next came Rath & Company, which 
built their smaller store with sod walls 3’ 
wide at the bottom and tapering to about 
1½  ' wide at the top. James Hanrahan, 
knowing that any group of 19th century 
males needed a saloon, came next. That 
building, too, was made of sod. Lastly 
came blacksmith Thomas O’Keefe who 
built an open-sided blacksmith shop, 
again of chinked cottonwood logs. Later 
the universal consensus was that the 
thick sod walls stopped incoming bullets 

much better than ones of chinked cot-
tonwood logs. 

The Settlement
The settlement of Adobe Walls quickly 

prospered. There were uncounted numbers 
of buffalo hunters in the vicinity and hides 

quickly began to accumulate. One new-
comer seeing the trading post from a dis-
tance thought he was seeing many houses 
around the stores until when getting close 
he realized the “houses” were stacks of 
buffalo hides. One employee of the stores 
estimated later that they were receiving 
about 1,000 buffalo hides a day shortly 
before the attack. The stores also enjoyed 
thriving sales in everything from clothing to 
powder, lead, and primers for the hunter’s 
rifles. In fact, both retail establishments 
stocked entire cases of Sharps rifles and, 
when the actual fight began, the Rath & 
Co. store had more than 11,000 rounds of 
ammunition in stock. 

CAUSES•OF•BATTLE
Duke at Adobe Walls.
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tained exactly, despite a granite monument 
in place there with names on it. That’s 
because after the danger was over and the 
fight had been proclaimed a great victory 
everybody who had been in the vicinity 
and many who had not been anywhere 
near said they had fought there. Some 
names on the monument should not be 
there and some not there should be. 

Casualties?
Exact Indian casualties were not and 

never will be known but the most informed 
estimates amount to between one and two 
dozen dead and an undetermined number of 
wounded. Billy Dixon, one of the first whites 
to see the oncoming charge of the feathered 
warriors that dawn of June 27, 1874, said it 
was a sight he would never forget and was 
glad he had experienced it. Later many of the 
Indian participants said that fighting buffalo 
hunters was a bad business and didn’t seem 
all that nostalgic about it when reviewing the 
day’s events in later life. 

It should also be noted that the Battle 
of Adobe Walls was a multi-cultural affair. 
White participants included Americans and 
German-, English-, and Irish-born men, 

who thought they were being saved by U.S. 
troops, and then angered them when they 
realized the black man was riding with the 
Indians. One buffalo hunter got a shot into 
the deserter and stopped his music. 

Handguns Rule
Those 29 whites were not saved by 

long-range “buffalo rifles” but instead by 
fast-firing metallic cartridge revolvers. 

while the fighting warriors were from the 
Comanche, Kiowa, and Cheyenne tribes. 
There were even said to have been some 
Arapaho along to watch, but smart enough 
to stay back and not get shot. Additionally 
there was at least one black man present. He 
was a deserter from the U.S. Army, attested 
by the fact that he carried a bugle and knew 
how to play the various military calls on it. 
That amazed the defenders in the beginning, 

$

themselves with peppering the buildings 
with bullets. No other defender was hurt 
after that. Some Indians were. This is where 
the long-range power and accuracy of the 
big Sharps rifles came into play, for after 
the initial charge failed the Indians had no 
chance of even getting close enough to do 
much damage to the defenders. 

Within a few weeks of the battle, the white 
settlers had abandoned Adobe Walls, even 
leaving many thousands of dollars worth of 
trading goods there. Shortly thereafter the 
Indians burned the buildings.  

For those who would visualize Adobe 
Walls as a hardscrabble place, it should 
be noted that the restaurant run by Mrs. 
Olds served its food on imported white 
English ironstone dishes. There was also 
glass in the windows, and several loads 
of finished lumber had been freighted 
in from Dodge City.  Some of the men 
found an orphan mustang colt and gave 
it to Mrs. Olds for a pet because they felt 
that as the sole woman in residence she 
must be lonely. 

The Tribes
Naturally Plains tribes in the form 

of Comanche, Cheyenne, and Kiowa 
resented the white hunters. Political cor-
rectness today has it they hated the 
whites for removing their food source, 
the buffalo. But it should be mentioned 
that Indian traders on the reservations 
were obtaining thousands of buffalo hides 
from the Indians themselves; trading 
them modern firearms and ammuni-
tion in return.  So the Battle of Adobe 
Walls could also be viewed as a war of 
economic competition. At this time two 
strong Indian leaders emerged. One was 
Quanah Parker, the half-breed son of a 
white woman captured by Comanches 
in 1836. The other was a shaman whose 
name Isatai, today would be loosely 
translated as Coyote Poop. Clever Mr. 
Poop convinced the other Indians that he 
had a special paint that would keep the 
white man’s bullets from hurting them or 
their horses. They did raid a few buffalo 
hunter’s camps and kill their occupants, 
but they wanted to make more of a state-
ment. With an ever changing population 
of hunters plus the day-to-day residents, 

they felt Adobe Walls made the perfect 
target. In this they were mistaken. 

Magic?
As is well known today, magic to prevent 

the penetration of bullets doesn’t work, as 
was quickly shown by the number of dead 
Indians in and around Adobe Walls that hot 
27th of June, 1874. Also it did not help with 
Mr. Poop’s credibility that his horse took a 
Sharps’ bullet through the head. After the 
initial half-hour’s fighting right in the settle-
ment, the Indians backed off and satisfied 
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Archaeologists have also determined that 
both Henry (top) and Winchester Model 
1866s were used at Adobe Walls.

Many of the Sioux, Cheyenne, or Kiowa warriors (above, left) who fought at Adobe Walls used 
Winchester Model 1866s. Many others used Henry rifles in .44 Henry Rimfire (above, right).
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W ithout a doubt the big-bore 
Sharps single-shot rifles favored 
by the hunters for killing bison 

will remain identified with the Battle of 
Adobe Walls. However, as stated before, 
testimony left by participants makes it 
clear that sidearms saved the day. They 
were used in those vital first few minutes 
to fight the Indians clear of the walls so 

that the range and power of the Sharps 
rifles could be brought to bear. 

The Dig
Written accounts of the battle by people 

who were there make little mention of 
exact types of handguns used. However 
we are fortunate that professional archeo-
logical excavations were done on the Adobe 

Walls site in the 1870s and the 
results printed in Adobe Walls; 
the History and Archeology 
of the 1874 Trading Post by 
T. Lindsay Baker and Billy R. 
Harrison. 

By the retrieved cartridge 
cases and bullets, the study 
has proven Smith & Wesson 
Model Model 3 .44 American, 
and Colt Richards or Richards/
Mason Conversion .44 Colt 
revolvers were used. Also it 
is possible that Colt Model 
1872 “Open Top” revolvers 
were there as that handgun 

was chambered for the .44 Henry rimfire 
cartridge and many such cases were found 
on the battle site. However, since the Henry 
rifle and Winchester Model 1866 rifle and 
carbine also fired the .44 Henry round, it 
is not known if any of the cartridges found 
were fired in Colt revolvers. At least one 
Remington Model 1871 .50 caliber single 
shot pistol was present, which seems a 
strange choice of sidearm for someone 
who knew they might be going in harm’s 
way. Also, the archeologists found evi-
dence that one .45 Colt Single Action Army 
revolver had been fired on the battle site. 
This was a very new handgun in June 1874, 
so new that even elite Army units such 
as the 7th Cavalry were just then taking 
delivery of them. Could one have been in 
the hands of civilians in a distant place like 
Adobe Walls that soon? 

Colt SAA
It is certainly possible because it is 

known that Colt quickly sold to civil-
ians any Single Action Army rejected by 

Both Colt .44 Conversions (top) and Smith & Wesson 
Model 3s in .44 American were used in the fight. 

When the Indians flooded in around the 
buildings there was no time to get the big 
buffalo rifles into play. Besides, a single-
shot rifle isn’t the best choice of weapon 
when the adversaries are just on the other 
side of small, cottonwood logs sticking 
their Winchesters through the chinking to 
let fly at you. Most of the white men at 
Adobe Walls that morning were sleeping 
out of doors due to the Texas heat. At 
the sound of shouting, war hoops, and 
shooting they ran for the cover of walls, 
many unholstering sixguns as they ran. 
Barely making it through the doors as 
the Indians arrived, they returned fire 
through windows and chinking with Colt 
and Smith & Wesson .44s. 

The fighting was said to have been 
extremely furious during that first charge. 
Indians dismounted and were banging on 
doors with rifle butts, and mounted ones 
were trying to back their horses through 
doors. Some Indians shoved revolvers 
through cracks in the walls and emptied 
them. This did the whites no physical 
harm, but no doubt gave them reason for 
posttraumatic stress later in life. None 
of the three white men killed during the 
Adobe Walls Battle died while fighting 
behind walls. In fact there is no record 
that anyone was even hurt once they got 
behind walls. The Scheidler brothers, Issac 
and Jacob — German emigrants — died 
in their wagon box where they slept. 
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(Often their name is Americanized to 
Shadler.) According to various sources, 
Billy Tyler took a bullet through either 
the back, neck, or chest during either a 
run from one building to another or as he 
turned when dashing through a door so 
he could let loose one more shot at the 
Indians. Different eyewitnesses wrote it 
differently. One thing all agree on is that 
he died. 

1,538 Yards? No
Even if Billy Dixon did shoot an Indian 

off a horse at long range it almost cer-
tainly was not at 1,538 yards. Billy Dixon 
himself never said so. On the third day, the 
story goes, after the battle a small group 
of horseback Indians exposed themselves 
on a distant butte, and Billy Dixon rested 
his borrowed Big .50 Sharps and dropped 
one of them. Supposedly, some years later 
Dixon related this story to his wife Olive 
K. Dixon who then included a single 
paragraph about it in her book The Life 
and Adventures of Billy Dixon, published 
after his death in 1913. In the first edition 
(1914) of that book the distance is said to 
be 1,200 yards. According to Adobe Walls; 
the History and Archeology of the 1874 
Trading Post by T. Lindsay Baker and 
Billy R. Harrison, a Texas surveyor mea-
sured the range in 1924 and determined 
it was 1,028 yards. The second edition of 
Olive K. Dixon’s book published in 1928 

they took note of the dead warriors left 
on the field, the amount of ammunition 
expended, their own casualties, and even 
how many horses were killed. It was all 
put into writing for the official record. 
Conversely, after the Adobe Walls fight, 
where no one was in charge, the partici-
pants went their separate ways, not real-
izing they had been involved in what was 
to become a historical occurrence. Some 
of the more literate ones did write down 
a few particulars soon after the fracas 
in letters to friends and relatives. Others 
did not try to set down what they saw or 
didn’t until a half century later after the 
battle had become legendary. Some of the 
white participants reported being attacked 
by perhaps 200 to 250 hostiles right after 
the fight. Fifty years later the figure of 
1,500 was being bandied about. Men who 
were there reported soon after the fight 
that they found either 11 or 13 corpses of 
Indians in and around the buildings. Fifty 
years later some said that no less than 150 
Indians were killed. 

Not one word of the above detracts 
from the drama of the actual happenings. 
The Battle of Adobe Walls was a desperate 
fight for life by those few white people 
against steep odds and most certainly 
should have its place in American Western 
history. But it does not honor the bravery 
shown by the fighters on either side to turn 
the occurrence into mythology.

Army inspectors at their factory. Also, 
it is known that some manufactured 
goods, including firearms, made it as far 
west as Dodge City via railroad within 
a week of leaving their eastern facto-
ries. Alternately, the .45 Colt case could 
have been dropped on the site later by 
someone passing through. 

The Rifles
The archeology done at Adobe Walls 

has shown that .50 caliber Sharps rifles 
were the choice of most buffalo hunters 
there. Those would have been either 
.50-70 (1¾  " case) or .50-90 (2½  " case), 
with more of the former discovered in 
the dig. Also present in numbers were 
cases for .44-77 (2¼  " case) and .44-90 
(2⅝  " case). It was also proven that the 
buffalo hunters at Adobe Walls cast their 
own bullets and loaded their own ammu-
nition because lead sprues and slag and 
expended primers were found under the 
remains of the buildings. 

Besides handgun cartridges and Sharps 
rounds the archeologists found different 
sizes of muzzle loading rifle or pistol pro-
jectiles ranging from .38 to .56 caliber, 
and cartridge cases fitting several different 
chamberings of Spencer repeating rifles 
were found. As said above Henry and 
Winchester Model 1866 lever guns were 
definitely there. 

The Melee
The Battle of Adobe Walls was a brief, 

very sharply fought encounter between 
frontiersmen of all walks of life and war-
riors from at least three different tribes. 
White participants describe it as a wild 
melee with every man for himself in the 
first minutes. Also several agreed that if 
the Indians had concentrated their forces 

on one or another of the buildings at a time 
they could have prevailed, but since each 
went his own way there was no cohesion 
in their attack. The battle was one of the 
few encounters wherein Plains tribesmen 
were beaten by a loosely connected group 
of white civilians, and it is perhaps the only 
fight of the Indian Wars where handguns 
played a decisive role. 

At least one Remington Model 1871 .50 
caliber single-shot pistol was fired there. 

changed the range to 1,538 yards. 
Besides, the documentation about 

the Adobe Walls battle mentions sev-
eral impressive shots made on groups of 
Indians at extreme range by several of the 
white participants. It is strange that just 
one shot has been singled out above all 
others. If you go to Adobe Walls today 
equipped with a rangefinder you will 
quickly see that none of the distant buttes 
are 1,538 yards away. One is about 600 
yards, and the other is about 1,200 yards. 

All battles are reported differently by 
participants who see only what happens in 
their immediate area. For instance, since 
the fight took place simultaneously in three 
different buildings spread over a couple 
hundred yards, the participants don’t even 
agree exactly who was where. In fact since 
the various whites hung around their favored 
establishments or places of employ some 
did not know each other. During the fight 
they only knew who was in the room with 
them, if even that. 

Lack of Observation
Another reason why the Adobe Walls 

Battle has so many conflicting stories is 
that few of those involved had any degree 
of training in observation. Here’s a com-
parison: After a fight between Indians 
and the U.S. Army, the participating (or 
surviving) officers had to write official 
reports for their superiors. Therefore, 
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DOUBLESMERKELMERKEL
sold by their American importer GSI in 
Trussville, Alabama. The aged Merkel 
tradition of building absolute quality 
firearms currently continues in all the 
long guns they make. 

The Little Gun Hunt
Using a Merkel model 141 side-

by-side in caliber .30-06 topped with 
a Leupold scope, I had a chance to 
do a summer time hunt for Aepyceros 
melampus or the African version of an 
Impala for the plain spoken. The new 
Merkel is built on a small-frame action 
about the same size as would be correct 
for a 28-gauge shotgun. In this format 
the rifle weighs in at 6¾   pounds sans the 
scope and, with the Leupold scope on 
top, the weight shifts to a nominal 7¾   

I have no way of knowing for sure, but as 
a dreamer of sorts, I think the guy who 
invented the double barrel rifle probably 

survived an encounter where one barrel 
got him by — but just barely. Whether a 
charging lion or two guys with spears, a 
second barrel could come in handy at the 
correct time and place. 

Single barrels are self-explanatory, 
shoot the gun and run like the dickens. 
Shooters of yore firing black powder front 
muzzle stuffers even practiced running and 
loading which was probably one of those 
real handy things like having a tomahawk 
and the ability to use it. 

The side-by-side gun is — without res-
ervation — quicker to deploy and fire than 
a single-barrel gun or a bolt-action system. 
Semiautomatics may be quicker, but then 

again most often they are not firing the types 
of cartridges that double guns are chambered 
for. With large-bore double guns it is prob-
ably helpful to have a little recovery time 
between shots and sight acquisitions. For 
the point shooters in the crowd I guess you 
could point shoot but with a Syncerus caffer 
or a Bison bison closing in at mach two, me 
I vote for looking at the sights and getting a 
good hit.

The Merkel
I have a fondness for Merkel guns, 

even if my wallet won’t always back up 
my fondness. They are affordable but 
require a motivation to purchase above 
the weekend gun show $200 specials. 
Merkel’s today are made in Germany 
as they have been for centuries and 

The business end of the .375 
is pretty impressive, too. 

The .375 H&H at the ready. Doubles are quick 
into action and handier than a bolt gun.

MERKEL
SMALL-BORE DOUBLES ARE JUST   SMALL-BORE DOUBLES ARE JUST   
MERKEL
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DOUBLESDOUBLES
pounds. The rifle is light and handy with 
the twin barrels measuring in at 21" plus 
a little and an overall rifle length of 39". 
This rifle is not a quarter-minute bench 
gun; then again, it isn’t supposed to be. 
At 100 yards the rifle shot groups on 
the range prior to the hunt of less than 
2" from each barrel and overall groups 
of around a nominal 5" for both barrels 
fired at the same target holding the same 
point of aim for both.

The rifle is fitted with a pistol grip and  
single trigger that is heavier than I like 
because I’m like a four-pound-trigger kind 
of guy. I am pretty sure the trigger weight 
situation is a reflection of the current con-
cern for liability issues in our sue everyone 
for my personal mistakes America. The 

safety goes to the “On” or “no fire” mode 
when the action is open, which is prob-
ably correct for this lighter-caliber rifle 
most often used for plains game instead of 
dangerous game. The safety causes me no 
personal concern and, as always, the best 
safety is the space between your ears and 
your trigger finger’s location. 

The Merkel in this configuration has 
extractors and no ejectors — a gentle-
man’s gun — and they worked fine as I 
had spent some time running dry drills 
doing the unloading and loading process 
prior to the hunt.

After a spot and stalk, the first round 
out of the right barrel found it’s mark 
and the animal moved off, as is often the 
manner of antelope. Cracking the action 

open I cleared the right barrel and reloaded 
it smartly. Reacquiring the impala after 
moving though some thick brush, I used 
the right barrel again although it probably 
wasn’t required. The premise is, in my 
opinion, an impala loaded in the truck is 
better than three in the bushes, and the 
second shot definitely put the rust-colored 
plains runner in the truck. 

The Future Hunt
With me on this south Texas Impala 

hunt was a personal friend of mine, Tim 
Bartosh from Dallas, Texas. In anticipa-
tion of an African Cape Buffalo hunt next 
year Mr. T had recently acquired a Merkel 
model 140 which is a souped-up side-by-
side chambered for .375 H&H. Compared 

The Merkel .375 H&H (top) has no provi-
sion for a scope. The .30-06 (bottom) does 
as befits its plains-game mission.

Both Merkels 
are box-lock 
actions with 
cocking indica-
tors present on 
the .375 H&H 
(top). The .375 
has double 
triggers instead 
of a single as 
does the ’06.

Both the .375 H&H (left) and .30-06 (right) sport 
distinctive and highly useable front sights.

DOUBLES
T   AS MUCH FUN AS THE BIG BORES.T   AS MUCH FUN AS THE BIG BORES.
DOUBLESCLINT SMITH

The two leaves on the .375’s rear sight are graduated 
for a no-nonsense 50 and 100 yards.
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to the slender framed 141 in .30-06 this 
on-steroids Merkel is sleek looking, but 
without a doubt, it is the monster truck of 
side-by-side rifles. 

The .375 H&H version tips the scales 
at 10½   pounds with cold hammer-forged 
barrels measuring 23½  " long. I think there 
might be some sort of additional weight 
added to the rear stock to help with recoil 
issues as the rifle balances well but is 
inclined to feel slightly butt heavy. There 
is no provision for a scope to be attached 
and the clear to the eye two-blade flip up 
rear sight is calibrated for a no-nonsense 
50- and 100-yard setting. The bold front 
sight is a large rectangle with a gold 
colored front sight post. It is a serious 
sighting system for a serious rifle. Let 
there be no mistake the Merkel 140 is a 
dangerous game rifle in every sense of the 
word. It has two triggers and no automatic 
safety. The tang-mounted safety requires 
you to put the safety switch on if you 
want it. The polished side plates have 

cocked hammer 
indicator pins 
that protrude 
when the ham-
mers are in the 
firing position. 
I think this is a 
nice touch when 
possibly closing 
in thick vegeta-
tion with some-
thing that can eat or stomp the bejeepers 
out of you. 

The big Model 140 rifles, like its 
smaller cousins, have extractors and 
not ejectors. I think this leans on the 
concept that we might not want the 
empty cases pinging about hither and 
yon drawing attention to our location 
in the contest of shooting big angry 
animals with guns in thick bushes. 
Recoil was stout yet not overly pun-
ishing while shooting the .375 H&H 
rifle in offhand standing position at 
the range. Accuracy was way under 
quarter minute of Cape buffalo while 
firing 300-grain Federal solids. Mr. 
T was happy with his romp-and-
stomp gun and I think he will be 
well armed and up to the task for 
next year’s trip to the dark continent. 
Buffalo beware!

Reality Check
Although side-by-side rifles in reality 

are probably not for everyone, neither 
are engraved pistols or ivory stocks. To 
each their own as they pass thought this 
life and through their own life experi-
ences. It is enough said that, as you pass 
through your life and if while doing so 
your life experiences occasionally call 
for a second barrel, maybe it should 
come from a Merkel. $

LEUPOLD SCOPES
(503) 526-1400

www.leupold.com

INDIANHEAD RANCH/
EXOTIC ANIMAL HUNTING

(830) 775-6481
www.indianheadranch.com

MODEL 141
Maker:  Merkel
Importer: GSI 

7661 Commerce Lane 
Trussville, AL 35173 

(205) 655-8299, www.GSIfirearms.com
 ACTION TYPE:  Anson & Deely boxlock 
 CALIBER: .30-06
 CAPACITY: 2
 BARREL LENGTH: 21"
 OVERALL LENGTH: 39"
 WEIGHT: 6¾   pounds
 FINISH: Scroll engraved silver-grayed 
  receiver, blued barrels
 SIGHTS: Fixed at 100 yards with option 
  to mount scope
 STOCK: Walnut, oil finished 
 PRICE: $7,100

Above: The .30-
06 Merkel 141 
after action on an 
Impala. Doubles 
don’t have to be 
chambered for big, 
shoulder-busting 
cartridges to be 
highly useful. 
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You Can Win This 

$
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WHEEL GUNS ARE REAL GUNSWHEEL GUNS ARE REAL GUNS

PHOTO: JOSEPH NOVELOZO

Especially chambered in .45 ACP with easy-to-
use Rimz Full-Moon clips. Yep, this month one 

lucky reader is going to win this Smith & Wesson 
625-8 in .45 ACP along with 10 full-moon clips 
and — just in case — a Mercworx Atropos large 
folding knife with a 4" blade. With its titanium 

bolsters and liner it only tips the scales at 6.6 
ounces, so it’ll be around if you need it and, 
because the edges are all softened, it won’t chew 
a hole in your pocket like other large folders can. 
You can’t win if you don’t enter, so send those 
postcards in ASAP.



ACCESSORIES
10 RIMZ PLASTIC FULL-MOON CLIPS

Maker: Beckham Product Design
1048 Irvine Avenue, No. 614, Newport Beach, CA 92660

(866) 726-2658, www.beckhamdesign.com.

ATROPOS
MERCWORX

235 Main Street, Suite 287, Madison, NJ 07940
(908) 619-1013

  TYPE: Liner-lock folding knife
 BLADE LENGTH: 4"
 LENGTH CLOSED: 5½  "
 WEIGHT: 6.6 ounces
 BLADE MATERIAL: BG-42
 BOLSTERS: Titanium
 SCALES: Micarta

625-8
S&W

2100 Roosevelt Avenue, Springfield, MA 01104
(800) 331-0852, www.smith-wesson.com.

 ACTION TYPE: Double-action revolver
 CALIBER: .45 ACP
 CAPACITY: 6
 BARREL LENGTH: 5"
 OVERALL LENGTH: 10⅜  "
 WEIGHT: 45 ounces
 FINISH: Stainless steel
 SIGHTS: Adjustable rear, Patridge front
 GRIPS: Hogue Monogrip

TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a postcard 
(no envelopes, please) and follow sample. Send 
to GUNS Magazine, GOM JUNE, P.O. BOX 502795, 
San Diego, CA 92150-2795. Entries must be received 
before JULY 1, 2005.
Limit one entry per household.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
I plan on purchasing products from the fol-
lowing companies in the next 12 months:

(A) Benelli
(B) European American Armory
(C) Charles Daly
(D) Colt
(E) Para-Ordnance

QUESTION FOR INFORMATION ONLY; ANSWERS HAVE NO BEARING ON YOUR CHANCE OF WINNING.
WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING.

To protect the privacy and security of winners, their names will NOT be made public.
Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with all other federal, state and local laws. 

Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers’ Development Corp. not elegible. No purchase necessary. 
Winners will be notified by CERTIFIED MAIL on official letterhead.

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email Address
CIRCLE ANSWERS TO QUESTION OF THE MONTH:

(A)        (B)        (C)        (D)        (E)
IF I WIN, SHIP MY GUN THROUGH:
FFL Dealer
Address

City, State, Zip

Phone #   (            )
Store Hours: ___________ ___a.m. thru ______________ p.m.
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VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

Visit David Codrea’s online journal 
“The War on Guns” at 

waronguns.blogspot.com

“Smith & Wesson is the handgun of 
choice among America’s criminals.”

We know this because Steve Bailey of 
The Boston Globe tells us so. The colum-
nist berates the gun maker for not pursuing 
an agreement hatched between its former 
British owners and the Clinton administra-
tion to ward off lawsuits by imposing draco-
nian restrictions on firearms dealers.  

“Smith & Wesson’s .38-caliber 
revolver is the handgun traced most often 
in crimes,” he proclaims.

“As the cops and ministers work the 
streets in Boston, the gun lobby is working 
the halls of Congress in Washington,” 
Bailey whines, anticipating the end of the 
federal “assault weapons” ban.

What that has to do with S&W .38s 
is anyone’s guess, but it dovetails nicely 
into the Violence Policy Center’s hys-
terical assertion that “Drug traffickers 
are finding that assault weapons … 
provide the extra firepower necessary 
to fight police and competing dealers. 
Right-wing paramilitary extremists … 
have made these easily purchased fire-
arms their gun of choice.”

Agreeing with the anti-gun fanatics 
at VPC is the anti-gun fanatic at LAPD, 
Chief William Bratton, who tells Los 
Angeles Times readers “[M]ilitary-style 
assault weapons … are not necessary for 
hunting or self-defense, but their light 
triggers and rapid-fire capability make 
them weapons of choice for criminals.”

The Chief must be on to something, 
because the Consumer Attorneys of 
California not only back him up, but 
narrow down the model, claiming “The 
TEC-9 is the assault weapon of choice 
among criminals.”

Except the San Francisco Chronicle 
tells us “AK-47s have emerged recently as 

‘the gun of choice’ among San Francisco’s 
gang-bangers.”

And that’s not the only dissension in the 
ranks. According to Legal Affairs magazine, 
“In the 1990s, manufacturers increased pro-
duction of nine-millimeter handguns — the 
gun of choice for murderers.” 

Offering yet another competing view is 
the Contra Costa Coalition to Prevent Gun 
Violence, which argues “Junk guns [are] 
the gun of choice for criminals … their 
low cost makes them perfect for criminals 
who need a gun they can throw away after 
a crime.”

Agreeing is former California 
Assemblywoman Sally Havice, who voted 
to ban affordable handguns using the 
rationale that ‘They are the criminal’s gun 
of choice.”

Their inability to reach a consensus 
notwithstanding, it’s evident that those 
who would eliminate private ownership of 
firearms all agree on one thing: they mean 
to leave us no choice.

But let us now return to Boston, where 
“police say they are seeing a surge in the 
number of gang-related attacks involving 
machetes.”

“‘It seems to be that machetes are the 
weapon of choice,’ Detective Brian Kyes 
told our friends at The Boston Globe. 

Trying to bring some perspective to 
the debate is Hispanic community leader 
Pastor Luis Morales, who argues that 
these are gardening tools with lawful and 
productive uses, and that anything can be 
used as a weapon.

“What about baseball bats?” he asks. 
“They are also used in gang-related attacks. 
Even a shoe can be considered a weapon if 
someone uses it to hit someone else.”

So don’t be surprised when some statist 
zealot suggests basketball high-tops are 
the criminals’ footwear of choice …

Weapons of Choice
David Codrea

9

RIGHTS WATCH

“Go With America’s Best! I did, now I
leave home with a safe feeling.”

General Chuck Yeager 

Free Brochure! 1-800-821-5216
993 North Industrial Park Road  Orem, Ut  84057 www.ftknox.com

• UL Listed
• Certified Fire

Protection
• Lifetime

Warranty
• Competitive

Prices
• 30 Models
• Sargent &

Greenleaf Locks

Just Compare…Nothing Even Comes Close!

S&K 22 Adaptor Bases
S&K is proud to introduce it’s newest style of base for 3/8
dovetail receivers. The bases are CNC machined from bar
stock & have a dual dovetail with matching clamp nut. Top
them off with S&K’s patented Smooth Kontoured Rings for
the best looking setup you will find. Height from top of
receiver to bottom of scope tube is .500 minimum. Extension
bases are also available. Bases & rings weight only 3.2 oz.

S&K
Scope Mounts

RD#2 Box 21C
Sugar Grove, PA 16350

800-578-9862
www.scopemounts.com
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Why We Fight
A seven film anthology 
released during WWII

directed by Frank Capra, U.S.A.
www.goodtimes.com.

Hollywood was different during 
WWII. There was no defeatist 
talk, simpering or whimpering like 

we’ve been getting today. Our film stars 
didn’t go to our enemy’s camp and 
proclaim him “Mr. Nice Guy” or beg to 
surrender and make a deal — any deal 
— to be left alone. No, during WWII 
many Hollywood celebs stepped up to 
the plate for America. Filmmaker Frank 
Capra was one. He directed seven pro-
paganda movies for the USA entitled 
Prelude To War, The Nazis Strike, Divide 
and Conquer, Battle of Britain, The 
Battle of Russia, The Battle of China, 
and War Comes To America. In them, he 
shows the American people why we’re 
fighting Nazi Germany and Japan. The 
movies are composed of newsreel pho-
tography from the theaters of operation 
and narration. It’s hard to imagine such 
filmmaking happening today, although 

the case could be made that it is 
necessary.

Capra was under some filmmaking 
constraints at the time. Because he had 
to use newsreel and combat footage 
from disparate angles, he often “flops” 
the film in order to make “film sense.” 
If you look close, you will see the 
occasional “left-handed gun” or back-
wards markings on a tank or plane. 
Usually the footage is cut fast enough 
that it isn’t noticeable, but the magic 
of DVD allows you to play an endless 
game of “Hey! What was that?” 

This particular collection uses 
unrestored prints of the film. The 
whole four DVD set was just $15.95 
and you get more than you pay 
for. Still, the prints used are well 
worn and scratchy, especially at the ends 
and at the reel changes. There are too 
many splices and the audio could’ve been 
cleaned up. There is a restored version 
available for substantially more money, 
but one wasn’t available for review (read: 
you’re intrepid editor was too cheap to 
buy it for a single viewing). After viewing 
this one, I’d say a restored version would 
probably be worth it for the audio and 
lack of dialog missed by some of the 
severe splices. Just bear in mind a lot of 
the footage was originally 16mm and the 

quality wasn’t very good to begin with. If 
you’re only going to watch it once, and 
you can’t find it for rent, this is the 
best value.

Run Time: 
Each featurette about 65 minutes
Rated: Not rated
Original Release Date: WWII
DVD Release Date: 2000
Format: Standard Full-Frame 1:1.33
Sound: Dolby Digital Mono
Language: English

9
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Elected officials in California, who 
say they are concerned about crime 
and public safety, have wasted almost 

six years and millions of dollars that 
should’ve been spent fighting crime rather 
than in pursuit of a lawsuit against the 
firearms industry. An appeals court has 
voted — unanimously — for the industry 
and against public officials trying to 
blame gun makers for crime. Two years 
ago, the politicians presented their case 
only to have the circuit court judge grant 
the industry a summary judgment. That 
means the cities put on their case, and 
without having to present a defense the 
industry was granted its motion for the 
suit to be dismissed. San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and 12 other California cities and 
counties pursued the case since 1999, but 
could not prove a link between the way 
the firearms industry conducts its busi-
ness and the way criminals acquire guns. 
In the decision, Appellate Court Judge 
James Marchiano noted, “No evidence 
in this case hints that any of the manu-
facturer defendants provided weapons to 
criminals or failed to properly record sales 
or did any of the other acts that plaintiffs 
characterize as high-risk business 
practices.” — Courtesy NSSF 9

Millions in Public 
Funds Wasted

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

A possible introduction of remote 
hunting, by way of the Internet, 
in Texas has sparked a proactive 

response from several states. Legislators 
in Texas, Virginia, Hawaii and Maine 
have introduced bills to prohibit com-
puter-assisted and other types of hunting 
that allows for the aiming and firing of 
a firearm by an individual not physi-
cally present. Numerous conservation 
and hunting groups questioned the 
ethics of allowing individuals to hunt 
via the Internet. According to the State 
Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucuses, pre-
ventive and proactive legislation such as 
this protects the fair chase ethic of our 
hunting, fishing and trapping heritage. 
— Courtesy NSSF

Sounds more like “Strange Tales of 
Science Fiction” to me. Maybe all the 
hoopla about video games rotting some 
people’s minds is true. — Editor

9

Preventing 
Remote Hunting
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Safari Club International and the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game received permission from the 

Mojave National Preserve and the U.S. 
Department of Interior to “convert four 
ranching well developments into wildlife 
guzzlers for mule deer” on Preserve land.

The four wells in question are the Eagle, 
Watson, Caruthers and Lecyr wells. According 
to the Preserve, the wells must be converted 
in this order and work must be completed by 
the end of 2005. SCI has been working on 
restoring and maintaining water catchment 
systems (big game wells and small game 
“guzzlers”) in the Preserve for several years.

SCI encourages its chapters and mem-
bers, and other wildlife, conservation and 
sportsmen’s groups in California to volun-
teer time and financial resources to help 
restore the wells in question. 

For volunteer information, contact Andy 
Pauli from the California Department of 
Fish & Game, (760) 240-1372 or project 
coordinator Cliff McDonald, (760) 326-
2935. McDonald is an SCI member from 
Needles, California, and has been instru-
mental in this effort to the water systems.

Donation checks should be made 
payable to “Safari Club International 
Foundation” and mailed to Safari Club 
Int. Foundation, c/o California Mojave 
Desert Wells Restoration Project, 4800 W. 
Gates Pass Road, Tucson, AZ 85745. 

Contact Safari Club Int., (520) 620-
1220, www.safariclub.org. Contact the SCI 
Foundation, (877) 877-3265, www.
sci-foundation.org. — Courtesy SCI 9

SCI to Install Big Game 
Wells in the Mojave 
National Preserve

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

New York State’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation is cur-
rently conducting public comment ses-

sions statewide to review proposed changes 
in the upcoming deer season, which includes 
switching the opening day of its Southern 
Zone firearms season from a Monday to a 
Saturday. The move would allow students, 
who ordinarily miss the opener, to be afield 
when up to 50 percent of the bucks taken 
all season are bagged. In addition, four bills 
have been introduced to the state legislature 
to make it easier for young people to partici-
pate in shooting sports and hunting 
activities. — Courtesy NSSF 9

New York 
Focus on Youth

• NORMA CENTERFIRE CARTRIDGES.
A RANGE TO COVER ALL HUNTING
REQUIREMENTS

• ROTTWEIL BRENNEKE, BLITZ,
GAME AND SPORT
CARTRIDGES

•  RWS RIMFIRE CARTRIDGES

• RWS PERCUSSION AND 
MUSKET CAPS

•  RWS FLOBERT
CARTRIDGES

• RWS CENTERFIRE CARTRIDGES

• GECO 9MM CARTRIDGES

• RWS PRECISION AIRGUNS
AND ACCESSORIES

•  RWS HIGH QUALITY PELLETS

Send $1.00 for our latest catalog

RUAG Ammotec USA Inc.
DYNAMIT NOBEL-RWS INC.

When The Situation Calls for One Shot
Dependability, Thats When Our 

Products are Appreciated The Most!

When The Situation Calls for One Shot
Dependability, Thats When Our 

Products are Appreciated The Most!

81 RUCKMAN ROAD  CLOSTER,

NEW JERSEY 07624 

RWS Model 48

NORMA
Cartridges

RWS
Rimfire
Cartridges
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T he tinkerer’s delight is back and 
includes 975 isometric views of 
modern and antique firearms on 

more than 1,000 pages. While break-
down instructions aren’t included, 
these gun drawings are important if 
you can’t remember the orientation 
of a given part upon reassembly. I 
sometimes leave a gun apart for quite 
awhile during a restoration or major 
repair and having a guide like this is 
invaluable. It is illustrative just for 
seeing the parts count some firearms 
have. It is also good for identifying the 
name of small parts like “lifter pawl 
spring post” or “front receiver screw 
binding screw plug.” Try ordering one 
of those little beasties over the phone 
by saying, “You know, it’s the little 
screw that goes in the front of the 
other screw thingie … ” Chances are 
if you refer to this book, the people on 
the other end will be able to figure out 
what you’re talking about.

Also included in the 1,000+ pages 
is a directory of just about everything 
shooting related. It is cross-referenced 
to include the diverse services some 
companies provide, so you can surf by 
manufacturer alphabetically, or by 
type of product.

ISBN: 0-89689-141-0, $29.99, paperback 
from KP Books, 700 East State Street, 
Iola, WI 54990, (715) 445-2214, www.
krause.com.

9

Gun Digest Book 
of Exploded Gun 

Drawings
Harold A. Murtz

Krause Publications, 2005
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POWERSPEED ™ HOLSTER HANDALL ™ BANTAM ™ GRIPS

w w w. g e t g r i p . c o m

Free Catalog 1-800-GetGrip
Overmolded™ Rifle and Shotgun Stocks

Pistol & Revolver grips in a variety of styles, soft rubber and
fancy hardwoods like Kingwood, Pau Ferro, Goncalo Alves 

Coco Bolo, Tulipwood, Rosewood ect. For the location of your
nearest dealer call 800-438-4747 or 805-239-1440

PO Box 1138, Paso Robles, CA 93447
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Major Michael E. Anti of the U.S. 
Army Marksmanship Unit has been 
selected as 2004 Army Male Athlete 

of the Year. Maj. Heidi Grimm and Capt. 
Anita Allen are co-winners of the Army’s 
Female Athlete of the Year award. Anti and 
Allen are members of the U.S. Army World 
Class Athlete Program. 

Anti, 40, of Winterville, N.C., won a 
Silver Medal in Men’s 50-Meter Three-
Position Rifle shooting event in the 2004 
Olympic Games at Markopoulo Olympic 
Shooting Centre in Athens, Greece. Anti, 
a three-time Olympian, also finished 24th 
in Men’s 50-Meter Free Rifle Prone in the 
Athens Games.

Grimm, 37, of Rochester, N.Y., won 
Gold Medals in the 2004 Armed Forces 
Triathlon Championships at Naval Base 
Ventura, Calif., and the 2004 Conseil 
International du Sport Militaire Triathlon 
Championships at Belfort, France. She 
was the first U.S. military female finisher 
in the 2004 Ironman Triathlon World 
Championships at Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, 
with a time of 11 hours, 31 minutes and 
5 seconds in the 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile 
bike and 26.2-mile run. 

Allen, 27, of Star City, Ind., finished 
18th in Women’s Modern Pentathlon in 
the Olympic Games at Goudi Olympic 
Complex in Athens, Greece. The highlight 
of her five-sport performance there was 
a first-place ride in the equestrian show-
jumping event. 

For more information on the U.S. Army 
Marksmanship Unit, contact the Public 
Affairs Office at (706) 545-5436, www.
usamu.com. For further information on 
the World Class Athlete Program, contact 
Douglas Ide, CFSC Public Affairs Officer 
at (703) 681-1548, DSN: 761-1548 or 
pao@cfsc.army.mil.) — Courtesy 
Tim Hipps, U.S. Army Community 
and Family Support Center 9

Maj. Michael Anti (left), winner of the 2004 
Army Male Athlete of the Year award, displays 
his Olympic silver medal in men’s 50-meter 
three-position rifle shooting alongside gold 
medalist Zhanbo Jia of China (center) and bronze 
medalist Christian Planer of Austria (right). 
Photo: Tim Hipps

USAMU shooter 
chosen as Army 
Athlete of Year 
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T he Trijicon ACOG riflescope 
(Advanced Combat Optical Gunsight) 
has earned the singular distinction of 

being named the first-ever Rifle Combat 
Optic (RCO) of the United States Marine 
Corps. A multi-year contract was awarded 
to the Michigan-based optics manufacturer 
in August, 2004. The RCO will be mounted 
to the M16A2, M16A4, and the M4A1 
carbine to enhance the Marines’ ability to 
identify and accurately fire upon targets 
from muzzle to 800 meters.  

The TA31RCO will be a slightly modi-
fied version of the TA31F 4X ACOG. The 
Corps currently has approximately 6,000 of 
those models in service. The new model will 
incorporate Trijicon’s dual-illuminated red 
chevron-shaped reticle and bullet drop com-
pensator. In low light or at night, the chevron 
is brightly illuminated by tritium. In daylight, 
a fiber optic system collects ambient light 
and helps ensure daytime brightness and 
controlled contrast. The system is battery-
free. A new Target Reference System will 
allow a rifleman to quickly and accurately 
reference the location of a target and com-
municate that location to fellow Marines. 
The TA31RCO will also feature Trijicon’s 
Bindon Aiming Concept (BAC), a both-
eyes-open shooting method to help increase 
hit ratios at close quarters. The TA31RCO 
will soon be available for civilian sales.

Major General J.N. Mattis, 
Commanding General of the 1st Marine 
Division during Operation Iraqi Freedom 
said, “The ACOG mounted on the M16 
service rifle has proven to be the biggest 
improvement in lethality for the Marine 
infantryman since the introduction 
of the M1 Garand in WWII.” 9

Trijicon ACOG Official 
Marine “Rifle 
Combat Optic” 

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

The Quality Deer Management Assoc. 
has published a guide to help hunters 
and game managers make a calcu-

lated guess on the age of live white-tailed 
deer, based on behavior, time of year 
and other physical indicators. More than 
three-dozen high-quality photographs 
are featured in the 20-page full-color 
Field Guide to Aging Whitetail Bucks on 
the Hoof, which is available for $6.99. 
Quality Deer Management Association, 
P.O. Box 227, Watkinsville, GA 30677, 
(800) 209- 3337, www.qdma.com. 
— Courtesy NSSF. 9

You Can’t Ask 
Their Age, But …

11925 Pacific Ave., Fontana, CA 92337
800-421-6142 ext. 1015

www.amsecusa.com

Call for a Dealer Near You!

Series
Gun Safe

...Advanced
Poured Concrete 

material providing
state-of-the-art burglary

and fire protection

Door constructed with
1/2" Thick Steel Plate
and 1"
insulation material.
Total door thickness 

of over 4"

90 Minute Fire Rated

Don't Judge a Safe
by it's Cover!

wwwwww.fobusholster.fobusholster.com.com

Fobus USA is pleased to announce a
new holster for the Taurus 85 pistol.
The new holster will utilize our
unique passive retention system that
secures the pistol while allowing instant
presentation without the need to disengage
mechanical securing devices. Be sure to check
the newly designed paddle.

Impervious to hot or cold conditions and
less than half the weight of other
holsters (1.7 oz). Lifetime warranty for
wear, replacement by FOBUS or refund
from the point of the purchase.

Current production in right hand paddle,
and belt styles.  Model# TA85. Retail $24.99

NEW!TTA85 HOLSTERA85 HOLSTER fits Taurus 85

NEW PRODUCT RELEASENEW PRODUCT RELEASE

FOBUS USA A Division of First Samco
1300 Ste B-3 Industrial Hwy.,  

Southampton, PA  18966-4029 
TEL: (215) 322-9227 FAX: (215) 322-9223
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Arming REAL Cops

No “Free-Lance” Non-Sworn Authors 

The Source... When You Need 
To Know What Works and What 

SUCKS!

 

THE TOOL Working Cops
Will Rely On Every Day!

CHARTER
SUBSCRIPTION OFFER:

Plus FREE*
Streamlight Key-Mate

Get The
Premier Issue!

Order Today!

(888) 732-2299
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Last year, Massachusetts Senator Ted 
Kennedy complained in Congress he 
was prevented from flying to and from 

Washington because his name was on the 
Transportation Security Administration’s 
“no-fly” list, one of the 12 used by fed-
eral agencies to keep track of “terror-
ists” and “terror suspects.” Kennedy told 
CBS News it took him weeks to have his 
name removed, even with the involve-
ment of Homeland Security Secretary 
Tom Ridge. Now there’s a new law pro-
posed in Congress to make the “no-fly” 
list a list of those prohibited from buying 
a gun. An editorial on the Keep and Bear 
Arms Internet site raises serious ques-
tions about “what would alarm the civil 
liberties crowd if they were as inter-
ested in firearms rights as in other civil 
rights.” Research shows “an estimated 650 
NICS transactions ‘generated initial hits 
on terrorist records’ in the government’s 
Violent Gang and Terrorist Organization 
File. However, the [GAO] report admits, 
‘The vast majority of NICS transactions 
that generated initial hits on terrorist 
records ... did not result in valid matches.’ 
Translation: The initial hits were 
mistakes.” — Courtesy NSSF 9

Civil Liberties?

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

In their efforts to “control crime,” 
Britons incrementally were prevented 
from owning certain kinds of guns and 

then prohibited from owning any kind of 
gun. The crime rate increased because 
“control” efforts addressed only guns and 
not criminals. British subjects today were 
told that because of increasing gang-
related crimes, knives may no longer be 
purchased by anyone under the age 
of 18. — Courtesy NSSF 9

Won’t They 
Ever Learn?

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

Don’t forget, each month we’re put-
ting up a free, downloadable elec-
tronic copy of that month’s 1955 

GUNS on our Web site. It is complete in 
a PDF file just as it left the printer 
long ago. Enjoy! 9

1955 GUNS 
Magazine

Blade Ar t  Inc . 14216 SW 136 Street  Miami, FL 33186
Phone (305) 255-8684  Fax: (305) 233-6943  Email  sales@bladeart.com

The Night Sentry
“Fits between your mattress & boxspring!”

The sound of window glass breaking or the car 
alarm in the driveway... How fast can you prepare 
to defend your loved ones and your property?

The “Night Sentry” will work with most any size 
or type of holster, while your flashlight is always 
within easy reach. Also great for cell phones, mace 
or stun guns.

The “Night Sentry” can be a lifesaver!

To order your “Night Sentry” visit our website at 

www.diamondsentrydistributors.com 
or send $19.95 & $5.05 S/H, check or money order to:

Diamond Sentry Distributors
PO Box 195

Black Diamond, WA 98010-0195
Email us at: 

customerservice@diamondsentrydistributors.com

(206) 604-2203
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The man who runs Maryland’s State 
Police force has testified a man-
date to collect ballistics information 

hasn’t helped solve crimes. Col. Thomas 
E. “Tim” Hutchins testified about a state 
police report that calls the Integrated 
Ballistics Identification System, or IBIS, 
expensive and ineffective. As a result, 
Delegate Joan Cadden, a Democrat, spon-
sored a bill to repeal the requirement for 
collection of the ballistics information 
with the sale of each handgun in 
Maryland. — Courtesy NSSF 9

Total Waste of Money, 
But They’re Learning

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

Steve Williams has resigned as Director 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to become president of the Wildlife 

Management Institute. WMI is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to scientific wild-
life management. In leaving, Williams told 
employees of the service, “I have worked 
closely with WMI during the past 20 years 
and have been impressed with its profession-
alism and conservation projects.” Williams’ 
boss at USF&WS, Interior Secretary Gale 
Norton, thanked Williams for his service, 
noting many accomplishments in conserving 
wildlife habitats, expanding opportunities 
for fishing and hunting and advancing coop-
erative conservation partnerships. 
— Courtesy NSSF 9

U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Director 

in New Role 

VIEWS, NEWS AND REVIEWS

T he Star-Ledger reports that for the 
first-time in its 108-year history, the 
New Jersey Audubon Society is sup-

porting hunting as a management tool to 
reduce the state’s white-tailed deer popu-
lation. In a report that was scheduled for 
release today, the state chapter says deer 
are eating away at the natural landscape, 
becoming an ecological “stressor” for birds 
and other wildlife. The group is even consid-
ering opening some of its preserves to 
hunting. — Courtesy NSSF 9

New Jersey 
Audubon Endorses 

Deer Hunting
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With a mouth-on presentation, you have 
one chance. A bullet fired into the mouth 
that misses the brain would smash through 
to the spinal column and destroy that.

While we are on the subject of fantasy 
hunts on Jurassic Park, is it just me, or did 
someone else think the scene in Jurassic 
Park II where Roland fired both barrels of 
what looked like a .577 Nitro, got two clicks, 
and failed to have any extra ammo to feed his 
primary armament, was incredibly stupid? 
Also, since the person who sabotaged the 
loads in his rifle pulled the bullets and 
dumped the powder, wouldn’t the primers 
have fired rather than just giving two clicks? 
It seems that even Jurassic Park II isn’t free 
of technical errors.

Maybe I should take a crack at being a 
science-fiction gun writer.

Andy Breglia
via e-mail

The brain box on T-rex was big because 
it had large visual lobes and a huge area 
devoted to processing odors, not all that 
much devoted to contemplations on fine 
wine and world peace. If we accept the 
current theory that birds are the direct 
descendents of dinosaurs, then we can 
perhaps assume a bird’s nervous system 
is similar to T-rex’s. Have you ever brain-

shot a game bird or cut the head off a 
chicken? In T-rex’s case, you’re shooting 
at six tons of meat 15' high and 40' long. A 
brain shot would have that thing doin’ the 
dead chicken dance all over you. I like the 
idea of the M59, though.

The funny part about Spielberg is he 
is quite a shooter himself and he should 
know better or know who to ask, if he 
cared a whit. When you make movies at the 
6-year-old level, I guess it doesn’t matter. 
I reckon he’s laughing all the way to the 
bank. — Editor.

Wrong Name
In the February 2005 issue, J.B. Wood 

writes in “The Name Game Part I,” “Then 
there are those with a ‘reset’ system, in 
which the hammer or striker is ‘half-cocked’ 
when the slide cycles. In this group are the 
Glock, the Kahr, and the Kel-Tec.”

This is incorrect. I am the proud owner 
of a Kel-Tec P-11, and am awaiting the 
arrival of my newly purchased P-3AT. 
These pistols operate in the same basic 
manner as a double-action-only revolver. 

When the trigger is pulled, a draw bar 
pulls the hammer against the tension of 
the hammer spring. When the hammer 
has traveled fully to the rear, the draw 
bar slides off of a spur at the bottom 
back of the hammer, releasing it to fly 
forward and make contact with the firing 
pin. The firing pin then transfers the 
energy to the primer. 

CROSSFIRE 
Continued from page 6

CW9093

The Kahr CW9 has the combi-
nation of features which make it
the best Concealed Carry
Weapon (CCW) in the market.  It
has the ideal combination of
stopping power and shooting
comfort, and is smaller, slimmer
and lighter than competitive brands. Its
smooth double action trigger reduces flinch, improving
shot placement, and is safer. In stressful situations, fine
motor control is impaired contributing to the possibility of
accidental discharges with traditional single action triggers found on
many autos and revolvers. The CW9’s natural point of aim and low felt recoil make
it an ideal gun to shoot and carry. 

With the introduction of new manufacturing processes in the production of the CW9, this
Kahr pistol represents an unrivaled value.

Go to your nearest retailer and ask for the CW9 and see just how affordable it is!

® KAHR ARMS: P. O. Box 220, Blauvelt, NY 10913
Consumer Sales & Service: 508-795-3919
Wholesale & Police Sales: 845-735-4500
Dealer Sales: 561-656-1288
www.kahr.com / www.kahrshop.com

Preferred Choice of
Undercover Armed

Professionals

Made with Pride
in the U.S.A.

ONLINE
www.gunsmagazine.com
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The draw bar remains under the hammer 
until the trigger is released, allowing it to 
go back to its ready position. The slide 
has no effect on the readiness of the firing 
mechanism, allowing for repeated strikes 
on the primer (should such a thing be nec-
essary) without having to retract the slide 
to re-engage the striker (as is the case with 
a Glock). 

Brian Slane 
via e-mail

CZ 52
I sent a copy of the Nov ’04 article on 

the CZ 52 to a friend of mine, Jan Balcar, 
who has written several articles for the 
Czech firearms magazine Strelecka Revue. 
Mr. Blacar informs me that the CZ 52 was 
made only at the plant in Strakonice and not 
at Uhersky Brod. He also said that the “dots” 
on the top of the slide of the CZ 52 were 
hardness tests using the Rockwell method. 
He cited Lt. Col. Jan Hanousek of the Czech 
Army Ordnance Corps for this information. 
Apparently, the “dots” have never had any-
thing to do with accuracy. Notwithstanding 
the error, I enjoyed the article. 

Alan J. Bell
Hood River, Ore.

More Connor Friends
I just had some comments to say 

about the lashings some subscribers think 
that John Connor has been getting. John 
doesn’t display a sense of “low class” 
as a certain gentleman proclaims in the 
March ’05 Crossfire. As a matter of fact, 
the subjects he has brought to mind and 
the way they are discussed takes the seri-
ousness out of them and let a reader relax 
on the subject and reflect on what’s being 
written. Not having to examine everything 
because of the criticism feared of coming 
back. I received Guns Magazine subscrip-
tion for a gift and because of the quality 
and class that the writers like John Connor 
bring to the magazine. I have extended my 
subscription for another 3 years. Thanks to 
all y’all at GUNS for the great articles and 
overall magazine.

Ricardo Lopez Jr.
Texas

Whack a Rex
What shoulder fired weapon to use for 

whacking a T-rex? Easy, I’d go with an 
RPG and a center of mass shot.

Lee French
Medford, Ore.

You might be on to something. 
Downside? There is some evidence T-
rex hunted in packs. I guess if you could 
reload fast enough … — Editor.

Not So Smart Guns
I was very concerned when I read that the 

team working on “smart” gun technology in 
New Jersey expects to have a system ready 
for production in January 2006. New Jersey 
has already passed a law that will ban the 
sale of any standard handgun once “smart” 

Accuracy @ 200 yards 0.729" 1.598" 2.323" 2.942" 1.335"

Total Penetration (inches) 18.30 20.88 20.75 19.30 26.00

Retained Weight (gr.) 156.60 161.00 151.60 156.00 127.40

% Retained Weight 94.9% 97.6% 91.9% 94.5% 70.8%

Retail Price for 100 Bullets $15.35 $95.96 $30.65 $38.49 $36.40

Notes

1. Accuracy testing represents a single 10 shot group at 200 yards.

2. Ballistic testing represents a single shot into calibrated ordnance gelatin at 100 yards.

3. All tests were fired in a return to battery rest at a muzzle velocity between 2650 and 2720 fps.

Sierra
.30 caliber,

165 grain SBT
GameKing

Speer
.30 caliber, 

165 gr. 
Trophy Bonded

Hornady
.30 caliber, 

165 gr. 
InterBond

Swift
.30 caliber, 

165 gr. 
Scirroco

Nosler
.30 caliber, 

180 gr.
AccuBond

The Bulletsmiths®

For over 55 years, Sierra
has made the world’s most
accurate bullets and
offered them at a price
well below the bonded core
bullets now on the market. 
Test results show Sierra’s
GameKing bullets are
more accurate, have 
comparable weight 
retention and
penetration, and are
far less expensive
than the bonded
core bullets.
Choose
Sierra for
your next
hunt, because all things
being equal, there’s 
nothing more important
than accuracy.

1400 West Henry Street • Sedalia, MO 65301
Tech support: 1-800-223-8799  • Other calls: 1-888-223-3006

Contact your dealer for the complete line of Sierra bullets or visit www.sierrabullets.com
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gun technology hits the market. You know 
all the other “blue” states will be quick to 
follow and pass similar legislation once 
New Jersey’s ban is in effect.

This will be really bad news for 
anyone with even a fairly small handgun 
collection because you won’t ever be 
able to sell it under such a law. And 
don’t think the law will always be only 
for handguns. You can bet within a year 
or two there will be pressure to ban all 
non-“smart” guns. I think the national 
gun-rights organizations and individual 
gun owners should immediately start 
gearing up to fight this one.

The manufacturer(s) who build smart 
guns should also realize there will be a 
backlash similar to the one that occurred 
a few years ago when a major handgun 
manufacturer made an agreement with the 
Clinton administration. I certainly won’t 
buy a thing from any company that jumps 
on this project. I think all the manufac-
turers should stand together and refuse to 
build them.

I want to be able to continue collecting 
and one day pass my collection on to my 
son. I’m sure no one else wants to have 
their prized firearms confiscated when 
they pass away (or maybe even before 
that) because they are not “smart” guns.

Better start writing those letters now. 
Bob Yerzak

Waterbury, Conn.

Be Careful
Mike Venturino’s “Be Careful!” 

column in the March issue rang a bell 
with me. While a high school and college 
student during the 1950s and part of the 
’60s, I worked part time for a gunsmith 
in Austin, Texas. The gunsmith was the 
official repair station for numerous manu-
facturers, the Austin P.D., and the Texas 
Dept. of Public Safety.

I remember a couple of occasions 
when these agencies brought in boxes 
full of pistols very similar to your Colt 
SAA. All of them had either part of the 
cylinder blown completely away or one 
complete chamber blown out and/or the 
top strap either completely missing or 
bent like yours. 

After a lot of investigation, it was 
determined the cause was due to poor 
reloading practices by these agencies, 
poor training of individuals using Star 
machines, and in some cases using 
prison trustees to do the reloading of 
their training ammo which consisted of 
mixing brass of all makes and 148-grain 
bullets and Bullseye powder. It was 
finally determined the most probable 
cause of the blowups was inadvertent 
double or triple charges. They tight-
ened up their training, hired people to 
do their reloading and properly trained 
them. That cured their problem as far 
as I know.

John Shivers
Fort Worth, Texas

$

M a d e  i n  A m e r i c a

World’s Most Trusted Name in Scope Protection

For Electronic, Holographic, Night Vision, Spotting Scopes, Long Range
Benchrest, Competition Pistol, or Recreational Shooting with your friends.

“Scopecoat, Protecting The World’s Finest Optics Since 1994”

Accept no imitations—ask for
SCOPECOAT® by name.3001 E. Cholla Street, Phoenix Arizona 85028

Tel (602) 957-0497 • Fax (602) 224-9351
Call us TOLL FREE at (877) 726-7328
www.scopecoat.com • info@scopecoat.com 

Many of the world’s leading Sports, Law Enforcement and Military
optics manufacturers recommend or offer Scopecoat on select models.

Available in OVER 40 standard and custom sizes.

P R O T E C T I V E  C O V E R

From Practical To Tactical, By Itself...
Scopecoat Has You Covered!

From Practical To Tactical, By Itself...
Scopecoat Has You Covered!

�  �  �  �  �  �  �

100 Mattie Jones Road, Greensburg, KY 42743
Ph: 270/932-3335 • E-mail: johngreco@grecoknives.com

Web site: www.grecoknives.com

Greco Knives©

English Bowie   $165

Alamo Bowie   $185

Sheffield Bowie   $185

INTRODUCTORY
PRICE!

Greco/Rodgers Knives©

Still cleaning the old smelly, messy way?
Why? ... When there is the IOSSO way!

The IOSSO Bore Cleaning System 
was developed for the most meticulous shooter. 
Cleaning is done effortlessly, in 15 minutes or less with 
no smell, and no running or splattering of fluids.
     IOSSO Bore Cleaner removes:
   •  powder fouling and carbon burn
   •  copper, lead, moly
   •  plastic wad
   •  surface rust

   IOSSO Gun Oil:
     •  removes loose residues
   •  removes missed cleaning residues
   •  inhibits corrosion
   •  lubricates

   ELIMINATOR Bore Brushes:
     •  reusable, withstands chemicals
   •  snuggly fitted to tolerance
   •  thick, stiff, blue nyflex fiber
   •  available in rifle, pistol, shotgun & blackpowder sizes

PRODUCTS  • 1485 Lively Boulevard • Elk Grove, IL 60007 • www.iosso.com

    For a special priced trial order, 
    call toll free 1-888-747-4332



SHOOTING LEVER GUNS OF THE 
OLD WEST
By Mike Venturino
This book is a complete examina-
tion of the lever guns produced by
Winchester and Marlin, including
styles, calibers, reloading data and
models. Also included is informa-
tion on the lever gun as a fighting
rifle, sight options and lever guns
for hunting. Softback, 300 pgs.

COLT’S SINGLE ACTION ARMY
REVOLVERS
By Doc O’Meara
This book looks at the remark-
able revolver from its begin-
nings. Inside is serial number
information and production fig-
ures including test results with
ballistic and accuracy data. This
is the one book for anyone who
enjoys single-action shooting
and the guns that won the
West. Hardback, 160 pgs. 

Cowboys & The Trappings of the
Old West
William Manns • Elizabeth Clair Flood
Through rare, many never-before-
published photos, the history of the
cowboy is traced from the cattle
trails and ranges of the Old West to
the glory of the Wild West show
and rodeo arena. For the first time,
saddles, chaps, spurs and tools of
the cowboy trade are presented in a
carefully crafted portrait. Hardback,
color photos. 219 pgs.

ACTION SHOOTING COWBOY STYLE
By John Taffin
Learn about the ins and outs of
the hottest shooting game in the
nation. This book will show you
the guns, the loads and the
leather that make these events
so popular. Learn everything you
need to get started. Taffin tests
all the gun types and shows you
where to go for what you need.
Hardback, 320 pgs.

$27.95 Item #W5897

$34.95Item #W5911

SHOOTING COLT SINGLE ACTIONS
By Mike Venturino
Complete examination of the Colt
Single Action including styles,
calibers, accuracy and genera-
tions. This book also includes
information on Cowboy Action
Shooting, single action shooting
tips, single action leather and
much more. Black and white
photos. Softcover, 205 pgs. 

$25.00 Item #W3226

$39.95 Item #W5723

$45.00 Item #W5185

YES, I WANT THESE BOOKS!
Please send me the following:
Item #W5723 Qty. ($39.95 ea.)
Item #W5897 Qty. ($27.95 ea.)
Item #W5911 Qty. ($34.95 ea.)
Item #W5185 Qty. ($45.00 ea.)
Item #W3226 Qty. ($25.00 ea.)

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Please add $7 shipping & handling per
item. Orders outside U.S. add $30 per item
for delivery. If ordering several books call
or fax for shipping charges. Funds must be
drawn from U.S. bank in U.S. funds. Make
checks and money orders payable to Pub-
lishers Development Corp. CA residents,
add 7.75% sales tax. Allow 3-8 weeks
delivery. 

Total order $ � Check/MO  
� Visa/MC/Disc./Am. Express    Exp. Date                  Initial
No.

Mail to: PDC Books Dept. , 12345 World Trade Drive, San Diego, CA  92128

Order HOTLINE phone (800) 628-9818 
Fax (858) 605-0247

Try these selected favorites

HE8-GB302
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QUARTERMASTER BY GLENN BARNES

NOSLER BRASS
THE BEST OF THE BEST

A misconception among many 
shooters is that “brass is just 
brass.” Perhaps if your shooting 

interests lie in casual plinking or 
action shooting where shots are gen-
erally at close range, maybe what 
brand of brass you stoke your loads 
with is of little concern. But, if you’re 
one of those shooters who fi nds com-
fort and solace in tight little groups, 
selecting the right brass can be as 
important as choosing the right girl-
friend or wife. Well, maybe not that 
illustrious, but you get the idea.

Nosler, a name long associated with 
producing some of the most accurate 
bullets in the world, has introduced 
their own line of “reloaders gold” 
for the shooter who desires benchrest 
quality brass straight out of the box. 
Accuracy doesn’t just happen and it’s 
clearly no accident — it’s a game of 

consistency, and Nosler brass is defi -
nitely all that and then some.

Nosler engineers true the neck 
with an expander ball, chamfer the 
case mouth, deburr the fl ash hole for 
consistent primer ignition and sorts 
the brass by weight to plus or minus 
.5 grain. (My samples were within 
.4 of one another.) Nosler goes the 
extra mile to produce the most accu-
rate brass possible simply because 
they feel you deserve the very best. 
Having used Nosler custom brass 
exclusively for the last month I’m 
inclined to believe it is. I wish one 
of those guys would give me some 
shooting lessons, though. They’ve 
taken away one of my excuses for 
missing so often.

For more information contact: Nosler, 
(800) 285-3701, www.nosler.com.

The LPA Tactical Ghost Ring Sight System is
preferred by law enforcement and military
worldwide.  It’s OEM on the new generation
of tactical shotguns for the USMC and
U.S.Secret Service.  The rear sight is
fully adjustable and the front sight is
elevation adjustable. Available in
fiber optic or tritium dot.
Fits on most popular
12-gauge shotguns.

Novak’s® New Adjustable“Extreme Duty”
LoMount Carry Sight.  Currently for 1911,
S&W, Kimber and Glock semi-auto pistols.
Available in plain black, white twin dot or
tritium dot. Sights starting at $79.95 each.

LPA’s SPR Series higher profile fully
adjustable target sight set.  May require
some minor gunsmithing.  Fits Beretta 92/
96/Brigadier/Cougar, Browning HP, Colt, CZ-
75/85, Glock models 17-32, Ruger “P”
Series, S&W, SIG-SAUER 220/225/226/
228/229, H&K USP/ P7/Mark 23, Tanfoglio/
Witness pistols. $71.95 each.

LPA’s TPU Series adjustable target rear
sights.  Functions with the factory front sight.
No Gunsmithing required!!!  Fits Beretta 92/
96/ Brigadier, Browning HP, Colt, CZ-75/85,
Glock models 17-32, Ruger MKII Standard,
S&W SIG-SAUER 220/226/228/229, Ruger
MKII, Tanfoglio/Witness, Taurus PT92/58/
100, Llama .45 pistols. $61.35 each.

Precision Sights International
2 Klarides Village Dr. #336 • Seymour, CT 06483

Tel: 203-262-6484  •  Fax: 203-262-6562  •  www.precisionsights.com

SIG P220 .45 8rd and 1911 MAGAZINES

BAR11R
Shotgun

Ghost Ring
Rear Sight and

SG3 Barrel Band
Front Sight System

LPA’s TTF Series higher profile fully
adjustable target sight set  with true Fiber
Optic inserts.  $89.25 each.

SPR
Series

TTF
Series

TPU
Series

 PSI, in partnership with Act-Mag of Italy,
   exclusively manufacturers high quality
     magazines and sights for the firearms
     industry, both OEM to world-leading firearm
       manufacturers and for the consumer
       aftermarket.  Our SIG P220 .45 8 round
          magazines are now available. PSI also
          offers the Novak® / Act-Mag 1911
            .45ACP magazines in 7 round standard
           and 8 round, plus Officers models in

6 round standard and our new 7 round capacity.
Incorporating refined fit, finish and reliable
functionality, these are the finest pistol magazines
manufactured in the world today!



QUARTERMASTER BY GLENN BARNES

REDDING RELOADING PRESS
THE BIG BOSS 

I ’d wager a keg of pistol powder, two cases 
of primers, three bags of shiny new brass 
and a fresh out of the oven homemade 

apple pie that more reloaders use a single-
stage press than all others combined. Why? 
The reason is simple — they’re easy to use 
and operate, with no complicated doodads or 
gadgets to get in the way, break or get bent out 
of line. All serious handloaders are familiar 
with the quality reloading products manufac-
tured by Redding Reloading Equipment, and 
their latest single-stage press, aptly called 
“The Big Boss,” is sure to please even the 
most discriminating handloader. 

The new “Big Boss” clearly inherited 
all the best qualities of its benchmate “The 
Boss,” but it’s built on a heavier frame 
with a longer ram stroke for reloading 
magnum cartridges. Its features include a 
heavy duty cast iron frame sporting a 36-
degree offset for easy access and visibility, 

extra large 4½" frame window, over 3.8 
inches of ram stroke, a sturdy 1" diam-
eter ram, Redding’s “Smart” primer arm, 
offset handle for ease of operation, steel 
adaptor bushing, and heavy duty com-
pound linkage. Boy, that was a mouthful 
of features!

I’ve been using my new “Big Boss” 
press for several months and have been 
very impressed with its overall quality 
and ease of operation, which is why 
serious handloaders have been using 
Redding reloading equipment all along. 
If you’re in the market for a new single-
stage reloading press, you’ll be wise to 
check out “The Big Boss.” It’s all that 
and then some.

For more information contact: Redding 
Reloading Equipment, (607) 753-3331, 
www.redding-reloading.com. 
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Lee Precision, Inc.   Dept. 406 Hartford Wisconsin 53027 

The Factory Crimp doesn’t completely iron out when fi red. This reduced neck portion 
serves as a support to guide the bullet into the rifl ing straight and true. Mr. Veral Smith, 
mold manufacturer, writer and experimenter writes: “If you’ll notice, a jacketed bullet 
cannot be inserted into the mouth of a fi red case which has had a heavy crimp. 
Your crimp [  Lee Factory Crimp   ] improves on this bearing, bullet heel guidance 
dramatically. I’ve probably measured and closely studied precise throat slugs 
from at least 5,000 rifl es, so have a pretty good handle on how the throating/cham-
bering tolerances run. I’m absolutely dead certain about what I’ve told you here.”

Lee Factory Crimp Die improves accuracy.

Read the interesting story 
about the Lee Factory Crimp 
Die and how it made Lee Precision the largest die 
maker in the world. Modern Reloading II includes 
over 500 pages of the most complete load data 
ever published. A 720-page reference book you’ll 
keep forever. $29.98

NOTE HEEL GUIDANCE NOTE BULLET TILT

WITH CRIMP

CUTAWAY VIEWS OF FIRING CARTRIDGE

VERAL SMITH OF LBT, DISCOVERS ANOTHER REASON THE

Send $1 today for 
your complete 32-pg 
catalog, jammed with 
reloading bargains,
or visit
www.leeprecision.com

WITHOUT CRIMP



QUARTERMASTER BY JEFF JOHN

Another nifty gadget to make gun 
cleaning easy is the Tipton Gun Vise. 
It is so much easier to plop the gun in 

something sturdy rather than trying to hold it 
between your knees or letting it slip around 
on a piece of old newspaper. It has conve-
nient spaces for solvent bottles and screws 
you may have removed. The clamping parts 
are well padded to protect the gun. By 
moving the center support around, you can 
adjust the vice to fi t a wide variety of guns 
including rifl es, ARs, over/under or side-by-
side shotguns in the broken open position 
and, oddly enough, handguns. Rubber feet 
keep it from slipping around on the table. 
It also holds a rifl e steady during scope and 
sight installations. 

For more information: Tipton Gun Cleaning 
Supplies, 5885 W. Van Horn Tavern Road, 
Columbia, MO 65203, (573) 446-3857, 
www.battenfeldtechnologies.com

TIPTON BEST 
GUN VISE
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GUNS FROM THE MOVIES SOLD TO ANYONE 18 YEARS OR OLDER  •  .25 cal. (other calibers
available) • NO FFL REQUIRED • FULL SIZE • FULL FUNCTIONING

• COLLECTORS  •  TARGET SHOOTING  •  100 FREE ROUNDS

DSRT. 
EAGLE

$39.95

M-92
$39.95

GLK 17
$39.95

HK-USP
$39.95

Mini 
GLK 
$45.00

US 45
$39.95

TOMMY
GUN

$125.00

M4
$125.00

MP5 A5
$79.95

M16 A1/A2 
$99.95

.22 cal.Detective 
Special $39.95

UZI 
Pistol 

Full Auto
$49.95

UZI 
Full Auto

$59.95

CZECH 9
$49.95

Laser Sights  $2995

Many other guns available:  MP40  •  PPSH
Grease Guns  •  MI Garand  •  SAW  •  M79

Mini-Gun    •  M203  •  Many More!
Catalog $500 •  All orders add $700 S&H

Ammunition .25 cal.
200 Lead $1000

1000 Round Nose $1000

200 Metallic Hollow point $1000

100 Tracer $1000

100 Blanks w/adapter $2000

236 S. 3rd #206   •   Montrose, CO  81401
MC / VISA call (970) 252-1851 • www.flashdistributor.com

.410/.45 
double barrel pistol 

$99.95

HK G3
$79.95

SPAS 12 
$69.95

12 GA. 
pistol w/3 
defensive 

rounds  $59.95

Italian
Switchblade $19.95

U.S.
Military
Switch
blade
$19.95

.22
Automatic

$39.95

Ordering Policy:  All items are not considered firearms under federal and 
state laws and can be purchased by anyone 18 years or older with no prior
felonies.  All personal and business checks are held a full 30 days prior to

shipment.  All returns are exchanged for equal merchandise only.  
Any use other than target shooting is prohibited.

PPK  
.25 cal

$49.95

Send Check or M.O. to:

FLASHCO INC.

AK47
$149.95

MAC I0 
Full Auto 

metal BB Gun

$5995

$2995

P99 BB Gun
w/working laser

Mock Silencer 
for all pistols

$24.95

MP 40 
with sling
$59.95

M-84
.25 cal
$19.95
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Cowboy Action 
Catalog
From Brownells

Brownells 
has published 
the second 
edition of its 
popular Cowboy Action 
Catalog, featuring over 300 
new additions to the 40-page publi-
cation. The catalog features a comprehensive 
selection of parts, tools and accessories for 
cowboy action revolvers, rifles and shotguns. 

Also offered are both factory and non-fac-
tory replacements parts for firearms manu-
factured by Colt, Marlin, Ruger, Winchester 
and many others. Contact Brownells, 200 
S. Front St., Montezuma, IA 50171-1000, 
phone: (641) 623-5401, fax: (641) 623-3896, 
Web site: www.brownells.com.

Springfield XD Sight
From LaserMax

LaserMax introduces a new laser sighting 
system for the Springfield XD semi-automatic 
pistol with 4" and 5" barrels. The LaserMax 
system installs quickly inside the weapon, 
replacing the recoil spring assembly. The sight 
features a pulsing red/orange 635 nM beam 
to ensure fast target acquisition and increased 
accuracy, particularly in low light conditions. 
Contact LaserMax, 3495 Winton Pl., Bldg. “B,” 
Rochester, NY 14623-2818, phone: (585) 272-
5420, fax: (585) 272-5427, Web site: www.
lasermax.com.

New Magnum Binocular
From Minox

The 6.5x32 Individual 
Eyefocus (IF) Short 
Magnum is the latest 
addition to the Minox 
family of lightweight, 
compact binoculars. 
This new binocular fea-
tures an aspherical lens 
technology that allows magnification to be 
increased to 6.5 without sacrificing any advan-
tages of a lower power unit. The extra long 
19mm eye relief is an advantage for hunters 
and shooters who wear eye or sunglasses. 
Contact John Bedlion at Minox Sport Optics, 
P.O. Box 530866, Henderson, NV 89503-0866, 
phone: (702) 614-4038, fax: (702) 614-7286, 
e-mail: jmbminox@earthlink.net, Web site: 
www.minox.com.

Imperial Action Wax
From Redding Reloading

The latest addition to the Imperial family of 
lubricants is the Action Wax, a handy specially 
formulated paraffin-based product created to 
reduce friction on rifle, handgun and shotgun 
actions. Its anti-galling characteristics and 
“stay put” disposition make it ideal for sliding 
surfaces, such as handgun hammers, sears, slides, shotgun slide bars, rifle 
action raceways and bolt lugs. Contact Redding Reloading, 1089 Starr Rd., 
Cortland, NY 13045, phone: (607) 753-3331, fax: (607) 756-8445, e-mail: 
techline@redding-reloading.com, Web site: www.redding-reloading.com.

New Turkey Load
From Winchester

Winchester’s new Supreme Xtended Range Hi-
Density turkey load weighs more than lead shot pel-
lets and provides tighter patterns and longer-range 
performance, as well. The Xtended range Hi-Density 
shot is 10 percent denser than lead and its rounder, 
heavier pellets distribute more shot in the center of 
the pattern at longer range. Contact Winchester/Olin, 
427 N. Shamrock St., East Alton, IL 62024-1174, 
phone: (618) 258-2000, fax: (618) 258-3609, Web 
site: www.winchester.com.

Alumina Accessories
From Leupold

Leupold has created the new Alumina, a 
thread-on accuracy system for the Golden 
Ring line of riflescopes. Alumina accessories 
utilize available light to the best advantage 
and protect optics from dirt, rain and rough 
handling during the transportation process 
or adverse conditions in the field. Pictured 
is the new Alumina Intensifier Bronze lens. 
Contact Leupold & Stevens, P.O. Box 688, 
Beaverton, OR 97075-0688, phone: (503) 
646-9171, Web site: www.leupold.com.

New One-Hand 
Rescue Knife
From Buck

Buck’s new one-hand 
operating Rescue knife is a 
double-blade, multi-function 
emergency tool designed 
for quick deployment. Both 
3" blades lock open and are 
made of rugged 420HC stain-
less steel, heat-treated to the 
ideal standard Rc 58 hardness 
for maximum performance and 
reliability. Contact Buck Knives, 
1900 Weld Blvd., El Cajon, CA 
92020, phone: (619) 449-1100, fax: 
(619) 562-5774, Web site: 
www.buckknives.com.

4-Wheeler Camo Kit
From Camoclad

Camoclad introduces a handy 
Realtree pattern camouflage kit to 
accent 4-wheelers, golf carts and 
ATVs. Made from 3M vinyl, the 
kits are scratchproof, waterproof 
and fade resistant and come in both removable and perma-
nent applications. Pre-cut kits are also available for most 
Polaris models. Contact Camoclad, phone: (800) 585-8550, 
Web site: www.camoclad.com. 
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When I was asked to do a new column in GUNS magazine about 
products that I enjoyed, the first question I asked was “Can it be 
knives?” Once I got my yes, the second question was, “Can it be 

Spyderco?” I have always been a big fan of Spyderco knives, so I felt it 
only appropriate to give them a little time in the spotlight. There are three 
particular knives I had in mind that were just perfect for my first column.

The one I am most amused by is the Delica Trainer. This basically is 
like a folding butter knife to me. While the purpose is actually for it to be 
a training knife, I can’t help but giggle when I see it every time I open. I 
always joke about having to defend myself from an evil slab of butter … 
but in all seriousness, this knife is useful. It helps learn drills, actions and 
reactions with an unsharpened blade and also helps you practice without 
the fear of hurting yourself or someone else. The length of the knife is about 
7" with the blade being 3". There is no cutting edge, but the blade thickness 
is 3/32", made out of AUS-6 steel. The total weight is about 2 ounces. So, 
if you’re ever in the market for doing some practical knife training, or just 
want to go after that evil pat of butter, I suggest the Delica.

The Jester is one of my personal favorites. It’s small enough for me 
to carry in a pocket or purse without having to worry about it being too 
bulky. The one pictured has a serrated blade, but the Jester’s also can come 
with smooth blades as well. The length overall is about 4⅜  ", with a closed 
length of 2 ½". The blade length itself is 1⁄" crafted from AUS-6 steel. 
And the weight is a minimal 1.36 ounces. I bet you could safely tuck this 
in a shirt pocket without having to worry about it showing through. 

The D’allara knife is a heavy duty rescue knife, but has a little bit of a story 
behind it. The knife is named after a NYPD officer named John D’allara, a 
long-time Spyderco collector who never made it out of the World Trade Center 
on 9/11.  So, the knife is a way to remember John and also it keeps all the 
other LEOs and EMTs in mind. Like most other rescue knifes, this knife has a 
rounded sheepfoot blade and no pointed tip. It is evenly thick from heel to tip, 
and the blade is hollow-ground VG-10. The blade length is 3 ½" with the knife 
having an overall length of 8" open. Tucked inside the handle are rigid dual 
steel liners and a ball bearing lock. The lock has a heavy-duty level strength 
rating, meaning the lock holds more weight. Both the lock and the tension wire 
clip are ambidextrous. 

All of these knives and more can be found at www.spyderco.com. 

New Trailing Point 
Skinner
From George Tichbourne

Canadian master knife 
maker has created the new 
Trail Point Skinner. This beauti-
fully designed working knife 
features a 3.38" 440X-OAL 
stainless steel blade with a 
super sharp edge for maximum 
cutting power and field dressing 
performance. The Monel bol-
sters are hand ground and the 
stunning Cocobolo hardwood 
handle has stainless steel pins 
for long life. Contact George 
Tichbourne, 7035 Maxwell 
Rd., #5, Mississauga, Ontario 
L5S 1R5, Canada, phone: 
(905) 670-0200, Web site: 
ww.tichbourne.com.

New Tan Field Pouch
From Kleen-Bore

Kleen-Bore’s Field Pack Cleaning Kit 
is now available in a tan field pouch, 
adding an element of camouflage for use 
in desert, swamp or sandy environments. 
The kit includes a four-section cleaning 
rod with snap-down handle, an accessory 
adapter, nylon bristle brush, slotted patch 
holder and cotton cleaning patches, as 
well as, silicone gun cloth and Formula 3 
Gun Conditioner. Contact Kleen-Bore, 16 
Industrial Pkwy, Easthampton, MA 01027, 
phone: (413) 527-0300, fax: (413) 527-
2522, Web site: www.kleen-bore.com.

Stylus 
Accessory Pack
From Streamlight

The new Stylus 
Accessory pack from 
Streamlight features an 
ultra-slim Stylus pen 
light, glare guard pro-
tector, Sharp Spot (which 
fits on the end of the 
flashlight to extend the 
beam), a special holster for quick access and 
a starter set of batteries. Contact Streamlight, 
phone: (610) 631-0600, fax: (610) 631-0712, 
Web site: www.streamlight.com.

Some Nifty Gadgets From Spyderco.
Kim “Commando” Terlecky

GOT BUTTER?
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Classified ads $2.00 per-word insertion. ($1.50 per-
word insertion for 3 or more) including name, address 
and phone number (20 word minimum). Minimum 
charge $40.00. BOLD WORDS add $1.00 per 
word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied 
by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO AGENCY 
OR CASH DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All 
ads must be received with advance payment BY NO 
LATER THAN THE 1st OF each month. EXAMPLE: 
Closing for DEC. 2003 issue (on sale NOV. 5th) is 

SEPT 1st, 2003. Ads received after closing will appear 
in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. NO 
PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include name, 
address, post office, city, state and zip code as counted 
words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail 
to GUNS MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS, 12345 World 
Trade Drive, San Diego, California 92128. NOTE: 
WE NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS IN 
BOTH GUNS MAGAZINE AND AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER.  ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE 
CARD. (858) 605-0235.

JUNE 2005

ACCESSORIES
CLIPS, GRIPS, LASERS, HOLSTERS, BOOKS & 
VIDEOS. Two Great Websites: 
www.gunaccessories.com & www.booktrail.com.

AMMUNITION

APPAREL

CARRY CONCEALED? Our Gun Belts and Vests 
are best for you. Visit HYPERLINK 
“www.concealedcarry.com”www.concealedcarry.
com or call 888-959-4500 for a catalog.

THE BELTMAN makes top quality gun belts that 
look great with dress or casual wear. Constructed 
of TWO layers of 7 oz. BULL HIDE in three widths 
and five colors from $49.95. Hand made, one at a 
time, ANY LENGTH! Catalog $1.00 THE BELTMAN 
919-387-1997. www.thebeltman.net

AUCTIONS/SHOWS

BOOKS

GUN SHOW BOOKS “Gun Books...And Other Titles 
For Those Who Value Freedom” For our 60+ page 
catalog, send $3.00 to: P.O. Box 207, Antigo, WI 
54409, 800-589-6261 www.gunshowbooks.com

Savage & Stevens Arms: Collector’s History 
260pp. $25 visa, m/c, or ck. 800-440-3329 (pst) 
CoryStevens Pub. www.corystevens.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COLLECTORS

Replica Weapons. Automatics to Flintlocks. Safe 
- Non Firing - Realistic. www.Koliga.com

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA

FIREWORKS

FOR SALE

GUN PARTS

GUNS FOR SALE
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Visiting Vegas? Try a real machinegun in our 
indoor range. 28 state concealed permit class. 
www.thegunstorelasvegas.com

GUNSMITHING

LEARN GUNSMITHING AT PCC. Two-year hands-
on program; excellent facilities; financial aid avail-
able; VA approved. Piedmont Community College, 
P.O. Box 1197, Roxboro, NC 27573; phone (336) 
599-1181; www.piedmont.cc.nc.us

INSTRUCTION

KNIVES & SWORDS

LEATHERCRAFT

MILITARIA

MILITARY SURPLUS

MISCELLANEOUS

Do you split firewood? www.splitlogs.com. Do you 
own guns? Keep them safe: www.pistolsafe.biz. 
Free gift with orders from this ad.

OPTICS

POLICE EQUIPMENT

REAL ESTATE

SPORTSMAN’S DREAM LODGE - PARADISE 
VALLEY, MONTANA Fabulous indoor shooting 
range. 6000 s.f. of luxury for flyfishing, skiing, etc. 
www.eralivingston.com/springcreekhills.html or call 
406-220-2013.

FREE Introductory Video Lesson!
See what this course covers!  $9.95 s/h - refundable.

CALL TODAY! - Ad code: Guns1004

“I must say that it is the most comprehensive study course 
I have ever seen.  Bob is superb!”   Ron Walters, Juliette, GA

“I don’t believe there is a better course being taught.”
Timothy Amy, Mt. Holly, NJ

The Only Complete Design, Function & Repair
Course taught by a Master Gunsmith on Video!

Become A Certified Gunsmith
in as little as 90 days - Guaranteed!

AMERICAN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTE

www.americangunsmith.com
1-800-797-0867

AGI

Master Gunsmith
Bob Dunlap

DISPLAY 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING,
YOUR BEST SELLING TOOL. 

Ask for our 
rate cards for both 

GUNS AND AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER 

MAGAZINES. Listing rates 
for both magazines are 

$2.00 (1X-rate!) 
a word including address 
and phone number (if it is 
in your ad). Display rates 
go from 1" to 3", 1-6 (HG) 
and 1-12 (GN) times rates. 

WRITE: 
Classified Advertising, 

12345 World Trade Drive, 
San Diego, CA 92128, Or 

call (858) 605-0235 
for more information.

      www.gunsmagazine.com

 

GM



ODD 
ANGRY SHOTODD ANGRY SHOTODD ANGRY SHOT

JOHN CONNOR

YOU CAN’T MAKE THIS STUFF UP.
Yeah, you might think that death by 

alcohol poisoning may be more pleasant 
than takin’ two 7.62s in the boiler room 
and losing your attempt to set a record in 
the “100-Meter Low Crawl With a Sucking 
Chest Wound,” but dudes, somehow the 
mere thought of death by enema gives me 
the serious willies. I’ll take the incoming, 
thank you. 

From Across the Pond
For sheer silliness in the Great Gun 

Debacle, you can’t beat our English 
cousins. You know about the “armed 
police” in England, right? After disarming 
the law-abiding citizens and leaving only 
criminals armed with guns, Great Britain 
soon vaulted to the number-one spot 
among industrialized nations in armed 
assaults. This made life a bit sticky for the 
unarmed bobbies, so the Brits recruited 
and trained some offi cers to carry guns, 
and deal with fi rearms-toting bad guys. 
The basic premise is, when the regular 

“unleaded” bobbies step in some 
deep kim-chee, they pull back 
and whistle up the armed troops. 

This should have made 
things jollier in Liverpool, but 
the problem is, the zoo is still 
overseen and operated by gun-
hating bureaucrats and fuzzy-
wigged liberal judges. Time 
after time, legal decisions have 
come down against those armed 
police, ruining careers, emptying 
their bank accounts, and some-

times jailing them with the crooks they’ve 
fought. Recently, some of ‘em broke under 
the last straw. 

Let The Games Begin
Police had a tip, including name and 

description, of an alleged armed Irish ter-
rorist who would be exiting a bar carrying 
a sawn-off shotgun. The tip later proved 
to be false and apparently maliciously 
placed, but the confrontation occurred 
for real. There was the suspect, carrying 
a short, wrapped cylindrical object, and 
although details are sketchy, it appears that 
he failed to comply with certain instruc-
tions, like dropping the packet and putting 
his hands up. The offi cers capped him and 
he later expired. When the scattergun-like 
object turned out to be a table leg wrapped 
in newspaper, the games began.

Okay, maybe my life’s been a little dif-
ferent. I guess not too many people 
have taken advanced scatology 

studies from bronze-age warriors — how 
to identify “friend or foe” by takin’ apart 
their poop with a twig — or had a monkey 
pee down their shirt collar while leaning 
against his tree, tryin’ to grab some Z’s. 
At the time, I didn’t know I was gathering 
writing material. I just thought I had an 
interesting job. Fiction can be fascinating, 
but for sheer maniacal madness and loose-
screw lunacy, nothin’ beats reality. Here’s 
some examples.

Weird Crime 
Sick and tired of hearing about how 

guns commit crimes, and all the ills of 
man can be traced back to fi rearms? 
Historically, guns are relative Johnny-
come-latelies in the fi eld of human 
homicide. And, people bein’ the crafty 
kill-crazed critters they are, they’re con-
stantly inventing new ways to whack 

each other without benefi t of powder and 
slug. A new favorite of mine comes to us 
from Houston, Texas. There, Tammy Jean 
Warner, 42, was recently charged with 
killing her 58-year old husband Michael 
— by givin’ him a sherry enema.

Yep. She hooked up two bottles of sherry 
to an enema tube, pumped Michael to the 
max, and raised his blood-alcohol level to 
a lethal .47 percent, killin’ him deader’n 
a cockroach on the kitchen fl oor. She said 
she did it because a throat ailment left him 
unable to drink his favorite sherry, and she 
was just helpin’ him out. She mighta gotten 
away with it, but the police learned she had 
burned Michael’s will the month before. In 
that document, he had left the bulk of his 
assets to a daughter from a previous mar-
riage. It seems Tammy wasn’t happy with 
that. They took another look.
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Degreaser
Harmless to
Plastics
Degrease without destruction, our
new Polymer Safe Degreaser is
harmless to all firearms.
Polymers, plastics, camouflage
finishes, synthetic stocks,
Teflon®, paint, and wood finishes
…even delicate sights and
optics are safe when you
degrease with PSD.

• Solves most malfunctions
• Easily removes grease,

grime, oil, powder, and soft 
carbon fouling 

• No disassembly required
• Evaporates quickly 
• Excellent for all 

conventional and 
black-powder firearms

For information,
dealer location,
or to order on-line visit
www.shooters-choice.com

15050 Berkshire Industrial Parkway
Middlefield, OH  44062  USA
Phone: 440-834-8888
Fax: 440-834-3388

100% Money-Back Guarantee
We guarantee that Polymer Safe Degreaser will out-clean what you 

are using now, or you will receive a full refund of the purchase price.

NEW!
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When the fi rst inquest concluded, the 
offi cers were ruled justifi ed, based on the 
fact that they had acted appropriately on 
the information they had and the situation 
they encountered. This, of course, did not 
sit well with the Warm-‘n-Fuzzies, who 
felt that since the outcome was bad, the 
offi cers must have done something bad. A 
second inquest resulted in their suspensions, 
pending charges. That ruling also paved 
the way for civil suits with the potential to 
impoverish their great-grandkiddies. The 
Fuzzies were tickled. The armed police 
were not. The message was clear.

By the following Tuesday, 120 of 
London’s 400 armed police had turned 
in their guns and fi rearms authorization 
cards. Carry guns and incur grave risk for 
a society that wouldn’t back them up? No, 
thanks. They decided that the courts and 
bureaucrats were far more dangerous than 
the armed criminals they might face. 

BBC FUZZ
The same week, I reviewed a news 

article about the explosive growth and 
“effectiveness” of Britain’s most feared 
and hated law enforcement agency — the 
Telly Police. In England, if you own a 
TV, it is presumed you watch the BBC, 
even if you hate that crap and never tune 
in. Nonetheless, you are legally required 
to buy an annual “TV license” for about 
$233, which goes to subsidize BBC’s 
“politically approved programmes.” If 
caught TV-owning without a license, fi rst-
time offenders can draw fi nes of $1,923 
or even jail time. Repeat offenders get the 
Zenith thrown at ‘em, and 20 illegal TV-
watchers went to prison last year. 

Twenty people hittin’ the joint may 
seem small, but keep in mind it’s all about 
the money. If you’re in the Big House, you 
can’t pay the big bucks. The real story lies 
in the fact that TV fee-evasion charges now 
make up 12 percent of magistrate cases 
nationwide, 1,000 illegal TV-watchers are 
caught per day  — 380,000 per year 
— and the Telly Police are now equipped 
with hand-held electronic devices which 
can detect TV-viewing while TP’s drive 
or stroll down the street outside. And yes, 
Virginia, they do get warrants for “TV 
searches” based on high-tech sniffery. 
Nothing like having your public-safety 
priorities in order, right?

All’s peachy unless and until they run 
into some armed, obstinate dude who 
refuses to cooperate. Then the bobbies 
are called. And if they’re met with a gun, 
they can call, ummm ... well, maybe 
not the armed police. There may not be 
any around. Maybe “GhostBusters” or 
something. 

Perhaps the suspect could be threatened 
with administration of a sherry enema ... 
See what I mean? Who needs an imagina-
tion when you’ve got the news? $

Lyman Products
Featuring the new 3rd Ed. Pistol &
Revolver Handbook Plus the latest
digital powder handling technology.
Pachmayr
America’s most trusted name in
recoil reduction, introducing the
softest new recoil pad yet.
Tac-Star
Tactical Performance, Practical
Design. Plus, 6 new tactical lights.

Trius Traps
Celebrating 50 years as America’s
Choice for Clay Target Fun.
A-Zoom Snap-Caps
Cartridge Precise, Snap-Cap Safe
with over 120 calibers.
Uni-Dot Sights 
A New Generation of Fiber Optic
Brightness, Speed and Precision.
Butch’s Gun Care 
Benchrest clean for every firearm.

The New 
Lyman Catalog 
is Ready...and Free!

Brands That Perform

www.lymanproducts.com     800-22-LYMAN

Includes entry card for $5000 sweepstakes.

Lyman Products Corp. 475 Smith St., Middletown, CT 06457 Dept 1341

2-DAY
ESTATE GUN AUCTION

MANSFIELD, OHIO
Saturday May 21, 2005
Sunday May 22, 2005

Beginning at 10:00 AM each day
Preview begins at 8:00am each day

Richland County Fairgrounds 750 N. Home Rd., Mans eld, OH

HANDGUNS
S&W
Colt
Ruger
Browning
H&R
Remington
Black Powder
Beretta

RIFLES
Winchester
Browning
Remington
Ruger
Marlin
H&R
Colt
Black Powder

SHOTGUNS
Winchester
Browning
Remington
Ruger
S&W

Gun Safes
Ammo

*
Exceptional
One Owner
Collection
With Many

Specialty Guns

*
Terms: Cash or check with proper ID. All Federal & State Laws apply 

and will be enforced. NO EXCEPTIONS!

Estate of Michael D. Burkholder, Marilyn J. Burkholder Executor
Crawford County Probate #028131

Auctioneers:   Craig A. Miley CAI 419-468-4602
             Robert E. Wright  419-462-5079

Full auction catalog available May 1,2005 at www.mileyrealty.com   
or call 419-468-4602

Over

700
Firearms

For security reasons all  rearms have been moved to a secure location.
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CAMPFIRE TALES 
Continued from page 90

has been the forerunner of the 1950 Target, 
a.k.a. the 4th Model Hand Ejector, and that is 
the 1926 Model or 3rd Model Hand Ejector. 
Over the years I have seen these in excellent 
shape with high dollar prices or in beater 
condition neither of which appealed to me. 
Then I received a call from a reader in the 
Northwest alerting me to the sale of another 
like new 4" Smith & Wesson .44 Special that 
turned out to be a fixed sighted 1926 Model 
with the kicker being that it was made the 
same year I was. The price was in between 
the pair of 24s and the 1950 Target, and 
again I was most happy to acquire it.

SAA’s
Colt Single Actions, especially 1st 

Generation “shooters,” are a particular per-
sonal passion. For me, finding excellent 
shooting examples without help is almost 
impossible these days. Enter a reader, in 
fact one of our advertisers, from Oregon. 
He called to let me know that a local dealer 
had three old Colts for sale. Calling him I 
was informed that they were a 7 1/2” .44-
40 Frontier Six-Shooter c. 1879; and two 
4¾  " Model Ps, one a .32-20 from 1902, and 
the other a .45 Colt made the same year the 
United States entered the Great War. They 
were described as being in good working 
order with all the original parts including the 
grips, however, they had been stored for over 
50 years and had very little finish left. 

An offer was made without seeing them 
and I was told by the gun shop owner 
he would get back to me. He called me 
later to say he had a higher bid, which I 
matched, and I heard the gratifying: “They 
are yours if you want them.”. The .44-40 
had no finish whatsoever and the “Frontier 
Six-Shooter” on the left side of the barrel 
was barely readable. It was however in 
excellent mechanical shape, the cylinder 
locked up extremely tight, and it still 
had the original one-piece wooden stocks. 
Both of the 4 3/4” Model Ps had some 
blue and case coloring left with the .32-20 
being in exceptionally fine shape. 

The worst of the bunch was the .45 
Colt. It had some pitting on the barrel, 
which I viewed as adding to its char-
acter, however, the cylinder was quite 
loose. It was packed up and shipped off 
to Peacemaker Specialists for a total 
rebuild of the interior parts and to have 
all screws replaced. The originals were 
all placed in my parts box in order 
to return it to the original shape if 
for some reason I ever desired to do 
so. This particular sixgun had the very 
rare 1st Generation black eagle grips. 
Rare enough in fact that Eddie Janis of 
Peacemaker Specialists offered to trade 
me a set of aged one-piece ivory stocks 
carved in the fleur-de-lis pattern for 
them. I did not hesitate for a second. I 
now have a tuned to perfection .45 Colt 
that looks to be 100 years old while per-
forming like a brand-new sixgun. 

Even though these three great examples 
of 1st Generation sixguns cost less than 
three current production Colt SAAs, it was 
necessary to soak my plastic card in ice 
water to keep it from going up in flames. 
The ice had barely melted when a reader 
directed me to the website of the Morris 
Watch Shop. It may be labeled as a watch 
shop, however it is in actuality a very large 
gun shop. 

Missed Opportunities
Ten years earlier I had walked the 

aisles of the Reno Gun Show trying to 
decide whether or not to buy a cased set of 
1873-1973 Colt Peacemaker Centennials 
consisting of a 7½  " US marked Cavalry 
.45 Colt and a nickel plated .44-40 Frontier 
Six-Shooter with the same barrel length. I 
finally decided to pass in one of the rare 
moments that I’ve ever showed restraint, 
and have regretted it ever since. Now at the 
Morris Watch Shop I found examples of 
the same sixguns, unfired, in the presenta-
tion cases for five dollars less than those 
I had seen 10 years earlier. What to do? I 
simply added a little more ice to my plastic 
card and bought them. I guess it was meant 
to be for me to always have a running tab 
when it comes to sixguns.

I’m sure there are many readers out 
there who know where there are sixguns 
I would be interested in, very definitely 
interested in. Please don’t tell me about 
them. The little plastic card is still sizzling 
and I’m about to run out of ice. $

❑ ❑ 

$7
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Until the passage of the GCA ’68 (Gun 
Control Act of 1968, more often 
labeled the Infamous Gun Control 

Act), trading guns in this country was 
relatively simple. Magazines were filled 
with ads allowing anyone to order by 
mail. Thousands upon thousands of mili-
tary surplus firearms, such as S&W and 
Colt Model 1917s, Colt 1911s, Enfield 
and Webley revolvers, along with such 
long guns as Springfield 1903s, Enfield 
1917s, SMLEs, and Model 98 Mausers, 
were sold with little or no red tape, paper-
work, or questions. My first 1911 and 
Springfield ’03 came from the NRA and 
were delivered to me, a 17-year-old, by 
Railway Express. They both cost less than 
$15 each. For nearly 25 years following 
WWII this was normal procedure and few 
if any were ever used for criminal acts. 

Thirty-five years after passage of GCA 
’68, there are no more ads offering such 
useful firearms; a federal firearms license 
is needed, in most cases, to transfer guns 
across state lines; and everyone purchasing 
a firearm from a dealer must either have a 
concealed weapons permit or go through a 
background check. Supposedly all of this 
was set up to control crime but in actuality 
all it does is put further controls on honest 

TRADIN’ GUNS 21ST 
CENTURY STYLE

™

citizens. Welcome to the 21st century.
Also long gone are the days when it 

was possible to cross into Mexico and 
trade guns. Remember Skeeter Skeleton’s 
story of trading a new .38/44 for a Colt 
Single Action Army south of the border? 
Now anyone taking a handgun into Mexico 
or Canada has a good chance of never 
being seen in polite society again. Gun 
trading surely still exists however in a 
much different form. I also have to define 
what I mean by “trading.” I rarely trade 
a gun for a gun. My trading material is 
normally folding green or small plastic. 
My wife prefers it this way as her family 
normally lives into their 90s, while I have 
long ago passed the life expectancy of the 
male members of my family. She figures 
to spend several years, perhaps decades, 
living off of my guns by trading them back 
for cash as needed. To her, another gun 
brought into the house is just another piece 
of her future security.

Sources
Most of the sixguns I trade for come 

from two sources, readers and the Internet. 
There are many readers out there who 
know what I like and the Internet can be 
invaluable if one knows with whom one 

is dealing. In the past several years I have 
purchased or traded for a half-dozen plus 
sixguns through the Internet, while finding 
four more thanks to sharp-eyed readers. In 
every case, the revolvers I wound up with 
were as good or better than advertised. 

I do not spend hours searching the 
Internet for bargains nor do I visit auc-
tion sites. My so-called surfing has been 
limited to two sites for the past four years, 
those being sixgunner.com and sixguns.
com. During this time I have found several 
.44 Special S&Ws. One of the posters 
had an unfired pair of Model 24s, the 
4"Smith & Wessons made in 1983. They 
were very reasonably priced, so much so 
that my wife purchased them without any 
bargaining, very unusual for her, and pre-
sented them to me for my birthday. These 
sixguns were the descendants of the very 
rare pre-Model 24 4" 1950 Target Models 
produced at mid century. After 30 years 
of looking for one of the latter, I actually 
found one posted on one of the above web 
sites. Its price was more than the asking 
price for the pair of Model 24s, however, 
I was delighted to find one even at that 
price. It was advertised as being almost 
new and it certainly was. Its acquisition 
ended an almost endless longing. 

Finally
Another .44 Special Smith & Wesson I 

have been searching for seemingly forever 

These S&W .44 Specials 
and Colt Single Action 
Armies were all found 
21st century style 
— with a computer.

continued on page 89
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Any other 1911 is
just a compromise.
When LAPD™ SWAT needed duty pistols they
insisted on a 1911. After testing five major
brands they bought Kimber. When the U.S.A.
Shooting Pistol Team needed a 1911 for
action competition they called Kimber.
Tacoma PD and the Marine Corps Special
Operations Command also picked Kimber.
Why? Kimber

®
1911 pistols are the best.

The new Stainless TLE II is one of sixty
Kimber 1911 models. A stainless steel 
version of the pistol carried by LAPD™

SWAT, it features Meprolight
®

night sights
and 30 LPI front strap checkering from the
Kimber Custom Shop. Like all Kimber 
pistols, it has a match grade barrel, chamber
and trigger group. The new Kimber 
Tactical Extractor™ is also standard – and
completely reliable under even the toughest
field conditions.

Like every Kimber pistol, the Stainless  TLE II™

is proudly made in America. From LAPD™

SWAT to the toughest Marines in the world,
America’s best shooters keep choosing
Kimber. Join them, and carry the best.

Kimber.  Get it right the first time.

For complete information on 
Kimber firearms please send $2 to

Yonkers, NY 10705,
call (800) 880-2418 

or visit
www.kimberamerica.com

Information and specifications are for reference only and subject to change without notice. Firearm safety is every gun owner’s responsibility.
Use and store all firearms safely. Teach everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm safety. Kimber firearms should only be 
purchased and used in complete compliance with all national, state and local laws. All suggestions for use in this ad or any Kimber literature
must be taken within the context of these laws. Kimber firearms are shipped with a California-approved cable lock as a safety measure.
Additionally, pistols are shipped in a lockable high impact case. Use of the cable lock at all times is encouraged when a firearm is in storage.
Kimber owners may request a free cable lock by mail. Include $10 for postage and handling. LAPDTM is a trade and service mark of the City of
Los Angeles.  All rights reserved. Copyright 2004, Kimber Mfg., Inc.

The new Stainless TLE II .45 ACP is a 
stainless steel version of the Kimber 
carried by LAPD™ SWAT.  Also avail-
able with Tactical Rail.

New .22 LR Conversion Kits are $280 and easily install on most 1911s.
Available through dealers or direct from Kimber.

The new Stainless TLE II .45 ACP is a 
stainless steel version of the Kimber 
carried by LAPD™ SWAT.  Also avail-
able with Tactical Rail.

Kimber, Dept 170, One Lawton Street,


